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Introductory remarks: 

We believe that the study of the book of Acts will be of great interest to you young folks. 

It is not easy to say just what point of interest is brought out most prominently in this large 

Bible-book. Instructive is what we read in Lenski’s “Introduction
”
 to the book of Acts. We quote: 

“The fathers. . .admired the content of the book, noting the great variety of subjects and immense 

value of each: the great testimony in regard to the apostolic doctrine and the church. . . .; an 

arsenal full of artillery against the Anti-Christ, a laboratory full of remedies against all soul-

destroying errors of faith, and of offences in conduct; a larder stocked with all kinds of food for 

faith, patience and hope; an inspiration for love and all its works; a very treasury of learning and 

right doctrine. . . .” 

May we find it so in our study, with the “fathers” of the Church! 

As to the general scheme and division of the book of Acts, it can be said, that it has been 

quite uniformly recognized to be as given by Lenski. In substance the scheme and division as 

given by him is as follows: 1. Chapter 1—Introductory. II Chapters 2-12. (Progress of the gospel 

among the Jews—with Peter as the dominant personage) a) Ch. 2-7—Gospel progress in 

Jerusalem, b) Ch. 8-12—Progress of the gospel in Palestine in general. III. Ch. 13-28 (Progress 

of the Gospel among the Gentiles with Paul as the dominant personage). a) Ch. 13-21:16 with 

Paul at liberty. b) Ch. 21:17-28:21 with Paul as prisoner. The central line of thought here 

developed is: Jerusalem—Judea—Samaria and unto the ends of the earth. . . .! Acts is therefore: 

the progress of the gospel from Jerusalem to Home. The middle wall of the partition broken 

down. The Gentiles fellow heirs of the promise to Abraham. All nations blest in Him. The 

church going forward out of its national-typical form into the international dispensation of the 

fullness of times! 

 

***** 

 

Outline I 

The Connecting Link Between Luke’s Gospel and 

Luke's Acts Of The Apostles 

Acts 1:1-5. 

 

The Addressee and Writer. Vs. 1, 2. 

It was Luke the “historian” who wrote the Acts of the apostles. At this time he had 

already written the “Gospel of Luke” as is stated in Acts 1:1. He is writing this letter to 

Theophilus. It can quite safely be assumed that Luke wrote in view of the spiritual needs of this 

man. Just who Theophilus was we cannot say with certainty. In Luke 1 he is called "Most 

Excellent Theophilus.” In Acts 23:26; 24:3 and 26:25 most excellent is the title used in 

addressing persons of rank and authority. The conclusion seems to be warranted that Theophilus 

was a man of high rank, a Roman official, yet converted to the faith in Christ Jesus. However 

this may be, we can safely say that Luke saw in him a man worthy of an entire gospel account, 



and of this long document whose contents we are about to investigate. 

 

Brief Synopsis Of Luke’s Gospel. Vs. 3 

No one could give a more accurate synopsis of the book of Luke than its author. In giving 

this brief account of the book of Luke the writer gives us the proper view-point of understanding 

the book of Acts. The content of Luke as briefly stated here is: a) All that Jesus began to do and 

to teach! b) From the time of John the Baptist until Jesus' ascension from mount Olivet. 

Thus in one sweeping glance the writer takes in the entire content of the Gospel of 

Luke—and at once connects its contents with what he is now to record for Theophilus' benefit in 

the book of Acts. What is recorded in the book of Acts is the continuation from heaven of 

Christ’s ministry which He had begun on earth. Luke is beginning; Acts is continuation. 

If we are not “slow to believe” all that is spoken by the prophets this point of the 

continuation of Christ’s labors will easily be seen through prayerful study and meditation. 

Compare Luke 23:26 ff. Summary Statement Of Christ’s Appearances During The 40 Days 

Between Easter And The Ascension. Verse 3. 

1.  Luke here has reference to the 10 various appearances of Christ. These appearances 

are called: “Many infallible proofs.” Proofs of what? Of the ressurrection, of course. For further 

Scriptural data see: Matt. 18; Mk. 16: Luke 24. John 20. 21 and I Cor. 15:4-9. 

2.  The general subject on which Jesus discoursed these days was the things concerning 

the kingdom of heaven. Among other matters we notice the following points of interest: (a) 

Evidently Jesus did not speak of every detail. Many matters related to the kingdom still remain 

unrevealed. From the very nature of history and time, prophecy and mode of revelation these 

matters cannot be seen until brought on the scene of history in the providence of God—and 

therefore at His appointed time. The fact is that all that Jesus did is not written in the scriptures. 

John 21:25. (b) There are matters as to time when the Kingdom shall be restored to its final glory 

as spoken of in the prophecies (Compare I Peter 1:11) that the Father hath left in His own power. 

(See Outline II where more attention will be given to this matter). See further: Matt. 24:36, 44; 

Luke 12: 39. 40. We conclude therefore that the “things" of which Jesus spoke were those 

necessary for the apostles to know, and those things which they with the dispensational light they 

had could understand. 

 

Jesus Directions For The Apostle's Conduct In The Near Future. Vss. 4, 5. 

1.  Jesus tells His disciples not to leave Jerusalem, but to await the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit after not many days! He told them this when they were together at a certain occasion. It 

seems to follow from the text before us that the “being assembled together” was not the last time 

they were together when on the Mount of Olives spoken of in verses 6-14. Rather is the “getting 

together” to be conceived of as the time spoken of in Luke 24:36-49. 

2.  Here the disciples are told, a) That they are not to leave Jerusalem, b) But to await the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, of which Jesus had spoken to them here-to-fore. c) Jesus does so by 

appealing to the relationship of John's Baptism with water, and His Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

Great things are in the offing. One greater than the temple is here. John the Baptist is not worthy 

to be his “boot-black.” Christ is bringing God's work to its consummation in rapid strides! The 

"end of the ages" will be ushered in shortly. Let Abraham rejoice because one “greater than he” 

has come. Gen. 12:3; 18:18: John 8:53, 56. We children of Abraham, living so many centuries 

later, should pay heed with rapt attention! 

 

Questions: Did Luke plan a document in view of its being placed in the Canon of Holy Writ? 



What bearing does this have on organic inspiration? Why did Jesus not tell the disciples just how 

many days they would still have to wait? If the disciples at this stage had understood the 

scriptures could' they have known this from the lunar-sabbatic calendar ruling the feasts days? 

 

 

Outline II. 

Christ’s Ascension From Mount Olivet. 

Acts 1:6-12. 

 

The Burning Kingdom-Question. 

1. The question is asked. It seems to have been with some difficulty that the disciples 

asked: Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? How firmly this question was 

intertwined in “the hopes and fears of all the years” of Israel's struggling existence may be 

gathered from a comparison of I Peter 1:11 and the plaintive confession of the travelers to 

Emmaus as recorded in Luke 24:21 “And we hoped that He it was Who was about to redeem 

Israel.” Conditions had changed since that Easter Sunday in the hearts and minds of the 

believers. The “day-star had arisen in their hearts” as to the hope of Israel! That He it was Who 

would restore the kingdom to Israel—they were certain! But when” Would it be now? We here 

have an echo of the “how long” of saintly bards of old. 

2. And the answer? a) Negatively it is: “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 

which the Father hath put into His own hand.” Verse 7. “Times and seasons” are determined by 

God (Eph. 1:10) who works all things according to the council of His will. They are His divine 

arrangement. He is Alpha and Omega. He alone can read the clock time minutely. We read by 

approximation. For that is as near as we can get by reading the “signs of the times.” We know 

enough to live, and know only in such a manner that we must apprehend in faith! Thus we walk 

in expectancy. Our life is therefore cast after the pattern of the life of the father of all believers. 

Heb. 11:13, 31, 40. Jesus rigidly holds the disciples to this pattern. No excitement nor 

enthusiasm of Jesus' closest friends can permit a detour from the beaten path walked by the 

children of the “father of multitudes.’’ This is the only highway permitted by God. Thus, alone 

the “beacon light” of revelation shines through the ages, b) The positive side of the answer is by 

implication contained in the negative. The time when the kingdom will finally be restored is not 

yet! The only way for us to see this day, and to know the times and the seasons is: In the way of 

the gospel course! 

The course of the white horse and its Rider of Rev. 6:1, 2 which ends in the song of the 

saints in Rev. 11:15 heard at the dim horizon (revealed horizon seen by faith) at the end of 

time— the song, to wit, “The Kingdom of this world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and 

His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever.” Here in Acts in the text before us this gospel is 

given in verse 8. It is: Jerusalem—Judea— Samaria—the ends of the earth... 

The thundering hoofs of the white horse resound to the ends of the earth. Acts is 

complete! Complete in that its Beacon Light shines more and more unto the perfect day. The 

curtain does not really fall on Paul in Rome! (Acts 28: 30, 31). The shades of night do not fall on 

the missionary activities of Christ’s witnesses ere the work of day is done! Luke’s record is not 

abortive. John of Patinos may see this work to the “ends of the earth.” Acts has its divine 

conclusion. Not Luke’s! Pentecost leads to Parousia through the witnessing of fishermen! God’s 

folly defying human wisdom! 

 

The Ascension Of Jesus. Verse 9. 



The hour strikes. Jesus must depart into the celestial glories above. There is no warning 

in advance. (The explanation comes afterward). The chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof. 

The greater than Elijah will now “ride in royal beauty.” Luke says that (Luke 24:51) having 

blessed them, he was taken into heaven. Here in Acts he tells us: “while they beheld he was 

taken up: and a cloud received them out of their sight.” 

 

The Ascension Interpreted. Verses 10, 11. 

This event needs interpretation. Something of the detail is again shown. Something more 

of the “Time when” the kingdom would be delivered to Israel is told. But the “Time when” itself 

is hot told. “This same Jesus, which it taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 

manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” Hence His return will be: 1) A visible return 2) A 

glorious return 3) A personal return. 

How wonderful! And with childlike simplicity the apostles believe. They return to 

Jerusalem rejoicing. 

 

Some Added Information. 

We are told a) That the disciples remained in Jerusalem. They were not sad, but were full 

of joy and were engaged in prayerful activity. They no doubt discussed together all the things 

that they had seen and heard of the Word of life, b) We are also told of whom the group was 

composed. They were the eleven apostles, the Galilean women (evidently those recorded in the 

gospels) and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brethren. Mary must now have been a wiser 

woman than when Gabriel first appeared to her. Truly from the very first she had “kept all these 

things in her heart” (Luke 2:19) but she could not figure out who this Son was from the 

information she had thus far. Now she knows what indeed she did not yet understand from the 

lips of the aged Simeon, or at the wedding feast at Cana as recorded in John 2. 

 

Questions: Did the Disciples have reasons to think that Jesus would soon return in glory? Will 

Jesus return again to the Mount of Olives? Who teach this? Is this necessarily impossible? Why 

would it be harmful for our spiritual life if we knew just when Jesus will return? Has the parable 

of the ten virgins any bearing on this question? What school of thought holds that the “Acts Of 

The Apostles” is incomplete? How can they determine that they are right, and on what basis 

could you refute this? 

 

 

Outline III. 

The Banks Of The “Twelve” Supplied. 

Acts 1:15-20 

 

The Occasion. 

1.  It was during the 10 days between the ascension of Christ and Pentecost Sunday that 

the act spoken of in the passage took place. Just on which day we are not told. Luke leaves the 

time indefinite. He merely writes: “In those days.” That is enough for us. 

2.  It is also evident that the vacancy in the “twelve” left by Judas’ death was supplied at 

one of their meetings. They were in one place. Was it the temple? This is hardly likely. Possibly 

in the “house” spoken of in Acts 2:2. And there were about one hundred and twenty present. The 

number had grown. The fact of the ascension was known by more than the eye-witnesses proper 

of the ascension. Yet a count is made. And Peter rises in the midst of the brethren to bring a 



weighty matter to their attention. 

 

The Matter Of Judas' Death And The Vacancy Is Brought Up. 

1.  Peter calls attention to the fact that Judas Iscariot had received the lot of a disciple. 

But Judas had betrayed the Lord, selling Him for the price of a slave, for thirty pieces of silver. 

Afterwards he returned the money and having gone out of the temple he went and hanged 

himself. (Matt. 27:5). And Peter relates how Judas had fallen forward so that his bowels gushed 

out. The rulers had bought a burying place with this money to bury strangers, that is, non-Jews. 

And the field was already known in all Jerusalem as Akeldama, the field of blood. 

2.  A vacancy was brought about in the number of the twelve. And Peter states that this 

vacancy must be filled. What is the reason forwarded by Peter for filling this vacancy? We wish 

to call your attention to the following: 

a) We do not read anywhere in Holy Writ that Jesus gave His disciples the injunction to 

choose an apostle in Judas’ place. Neither does Peter claim such to be the case, b) The sole 

motivation Peter gives for His resolution is that the Holy Spirit had already spoken of Judas by 

the mouth of David in the Psalms. Twenty-eight generations ago the Holy Spirit spoke of it. A 

millennium before! Two matters the Spirit has spoken of, which cover the entire case of Judas. 1. 

The matter of His falling out of the twelve, and his horrible end. Of this we read in Psalm 69:25, 

“Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein.” 2. The fact that another was to 

take his place. This the Spirit spoke in Psalm 109:8 “And let another take his office.” 

 

Matthias Chosen By Lot. 

1.  The requirements of the one to take a place among the apostles according to Peter 

was: He must be one of the group who has gone in and out with Jesus all the while that He was 

on earth, beginning with John the Baptist till the ascension. Only such a one could be ordained to 

witness of the resurrection with the apostles. 

2.  The actual choice takes place by lot, after the 120 have made a nomination of two, to 

wit, Justus and Matthias. The lot fell upon Matthias and “he was numbered with the eleven 

disciples.” The casting of the ballot was preceded by prayer fitting for the occasion. 

 

How To Judge The Choosing Of Matthias 

1.  No doubt all believers of the Scriptures accept Peter’s statement that the particular 

Psalms quoted were the prediction of the Holy Spirit with a view to Judas. Whether the Holy 

Spirit only had Judas in mind in this passage is again another matter falling outside the scope of 

our consideration. 

 2.  However opinions differ as to the proper application of Psalm 109:8 “And 

another take his office.” The question is whether Matthias was this apostle, or whether we must 

hold that Paul was this ‘‘other one” to take Judas’ office. The reason given for denying the 

apostleship of Matthias is that he Was not directly called by Christ. Boiled down this contention 

holds that this whole transaction was a rash and hasty act of Peter! That if Matthias were the one 

Jesus could have done so Himself while still on earth! 

3.  We however submit the following to sustain the act of Peter as having the sanction of 

God. 

a.  It seems to me, that the reverential approach toward this entire portion of Holy Writ 

would be to attempt to read it looking for reasons why this act of the church is to be held as 

being valid. If it is not, then this passage may well be regarded as having little value for positive 

instruction. 



b.  It should not be overlooked that there is not the least hint in the text that this act of the 

“brethren” did not have the sanction of God. In fact, Acts 2:14 speaks of Peter standing “with the 

eleven.” And in 1:2ff we read: “he was numbered with the eleven apostles." “It is true that 

Matthias was not personally called, providing the casting of the lot may not be so judged. “The 

lot is cast into the lap and the outcome is of the Lord.” And if the fact of never hearing of 

Matthias again later in the Acts must be held as proof against his being an apostle, the same fact 

must be held against more than one of the other apostles. Besides, this whole argument is mere 

inference from silence, and an argument from silence is the weakest argument. 

c.  Positively it can be said that Matthias must have stood on the day of Pentecost with 

Peter and the others, and testified with them of “the wonderful works of God.” 

 

 

Outline IV 

“The Outpouring Of The Holy Spirit
”
 

Acts 2:1-4 

 

Time And Place. 

The disciples of Jesus were on the “Lord’s Day” (it was Sunday morning a little before 

nine o’clock) together in one place. It was not in the temple that they were gathered. Verse 2 

speaks of their being in a “house.” Of the significance of the Spirit being poured out on the 

brethren in a house and not in the Old Testament temple more will be said presently. 

It was fifty days after Easter Sunday morning. Ten days had elapsed since Jesus had 

ascended on high. It was a feast day in Jerusalem. Often the feast of harvests had been celebrated 

before. Throngs of Jews from far and near are present, having come to Jerusalem according to 

the Mosaic ordinance. Seemingly there is no difference today from other feast days. Maybe the 

priests are aware of the rending of the vail. At least they have not yet forgotten, and of it they 

will ere long be reminded aplenty. We can well imagine that this time what God had rent, men 

have put together—the vail must have been repaired! But had Isaiah not said: “Where is the 

house that ye build unto me, and where is the place of my rest?” 

 

The Outpouring Proper. 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit must needs be accompanied by signs. The birth of 

Christ also had a sign accompanying it. Each time the sign fits the case. The signs accompanying 

the outpouring of the Spirit can be classified as follows: 

 a) Signs whose purpose it was to announce the coming of the Spirit in His might 

operation. 1. Sounds as of a mighty rushing wind. (The wind was not wind felt, it was heard). 2. 

Visible sign: tongues like as of fire. There also was no fire. But what was seen resembled fire. It 

sat on each of them. 

Both these signs are fitting and striking. They connect as signs the coming of the Spirit 

with what the disciples “had heard of Jesus” concerning Him. See John 3:5-8. Notice the 

advancement of the signs in their majestic greatness over the signs accompanying baptism by 

John the Baptist. Read what both John and Jesus say of the superiority of the baptism by the 

Holy Spirit. Matt. 3:1-12; Luke 3:1-20; John 1:10-27. 

b) Signs also followed the outpouring of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit immediately becomes 

manifest as the universal Spirit. He is the “Seven Spirits” before the throne going out into all the 

earth. And this is shown in the sign, the miracle of “tongues.” All heard “the wonderful works of 

God proclaimed to them" in their own language. See Verses 7-14. The testimony of the apostles 



indeed must be Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and unto the ends of the earth. . .! The middle wall of 

the partition is broken down. Indeed, the Spirit was not poured out in the Temple on Moriah! It is 

poured out in the church —a habitation of God in the Spirit. Read Eph. 2:11-22. It proclaims the 

day when John shall say: And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 

are the temple thereof. Rev. 21:22. That will be the completion of the cycle of the sabbatic-lunar 

calendar of the 7 days (the sabbath): the 7 weeks (Pentecost) the 7 month (feast of tabernacles) 7 

years (sabbatic year 7x7 years (the year of jubilee)! For this is worked out by God in His wisdom 

through the 7 seals—the 7 trumpets—the 7 vials. Read Lev. 23. 

 

Questions: Pentecost a day of wrath for the Old Testament Temple? Was this house left 

desolate? Matt. 23:38. Why was the temple not destroyed immediately? Was this speaking with 

tongues a momentary something? 
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