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This article serves as an introduction to our new series. We hope to relate a brief and 

interesting history of one of our Churches in each publication of Beacon Lights! 

 

Question: Why are you a member of the Protestant Reformed Churches? 

 

Answer: Because it is my conviction that everyone is conscience bound to join himself to the 

purest manifestation of the Church of God on earth. 

 

Question: Is it a great sin to unite oneself with a Church other than that which is, according to 

one’s conviction the purest manifestation of the true Church? 

 

Answer: It is; for, by doing so one knowingly cooperates with those forces that always tend to 

the development of the false Church. A Church need not be wholly false and corrupt to justify 

separation from its fellowship. Every Church is false in the measure that it departs from the 

Word of God, corrupts the Sacraments and becomes lax or perverse in the exercise of Christian 

discipline. 

(Taken from the Rev. H. Hoeksema’s book The Protestant Reformed Churches in America, part 

II). 

 

A REFORMATION 

Large groups of men and women and even children gathered together often, not because 

they were urged or driven or even asked to come but only because they were so deeply interested 

in what was going on. they just couldn’t stay away. And no wonder! It was the year 1921 and a 

reformation was taking place! 

Many protests were filed with the Consistory and with the Classis, by members of the 

church and also by the minsters—protests concerning the teachings of the pastor of the Eastern 

Ave. Church, accusing him of being guilty of “unreformed tendencies” and requesting that the 

pastor be examined on the questions of restraint of sin and on civic righteousness and the 

responsibility of man. The basis? The lack in the preaching of the earnest invitation and well-

meaning offer of salvation! And the over-emphasis of election and reprobation! In reality they 

protested against particular grace in favor of common grace—and that in the name of Reformed 

Truth! 

Auditoriums were filled. A large majority of those who thronged together to “hear what 

was going on” were those who agreed with the pastor and consistory against whom the protests 

were brought. They enjoyed the preaching of their pastor and considered his teachings “soundly 

reformed." Ties of fellowship and love amongst them were strong! Their hearts were united in 

Christ, it was easy to cooperate and all were willing to sacrifice because all had in mind and 

heart the cause of God and His Church. 

The Synodical meeting held in June of that year, tampered with the Reformed 

Confessions, adding the three points of common grace, and insisting that they be preached. 

All through that summer and fall classis met in regular and special sessions. Public 

interest continued to grow keenly as the case developed, or should we say, became more 



complicated. Through irregular procedures and highhanded methods, the consistory’s rights were 

ignored and Rev. Hoeksema was refused the privilege of properly presenting the stand which he 

took. So they suspended the pastor and his consistory from their offices! And so they corrupted 

the truth of God’s Word! 

Don't forget it—it was the Christian Reformed Church that caused the separation. They 

adopted the three points which are Armenian and Pelagian! And we thank God that Me has given 

us leaders who held high the truths of the Scriptures and that in this way our Protestant Reformed 

Church was brought into existence! 

If, after the Synod of Kalamazoo in 1921 had adopted the three points, no breach had 

come, it would have been very sad indeed. And from that point of view, we rejoice in the 

Reformation of 1924-1925! 
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