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 “How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding rather to be chosen 

than silver!” 

 

 Young people, how much do you earn? And why are you earning this? It is good to face 

the question.  We live in a very materialistic age—an age in which man seeks the comforts and 

pleasures which this world has to offer. There is the real desire for gold and silver.  Or possibly 

this could be stated in a more down-to-earth way.  You are working, maybe, so that you can get 

another or better car.  Or you are interested in obtaining a large wardrobe of beautiful clothes.  

And if you contemplate marriage soon, you are earning so that you may equip a home.  It seems 

that one of the essential items of “furniture” for every newly established home is a television set.  

After all, young couples must have this for their entertainment and relaxation in evenings. 

 But one thing which young people (and older too) forget is the need for good books 

within the home.  This is possibly the last thing thought of in preparing to establish a new home.  

It is probably not even considered by young people who believe they have many years before 

them to do such things.  Yet the invention of the printing press (and the consequent 

multiplication of books) is one of the most wonderful inventions of the age.  It has made 

available the Bible for personal use and study in every Christian home.  It has made possible 

commentaries and meditations upon that Word of God.  It has brought the thoughts of many 

saintly men of many ages to the library shelves of those interested.  True: this same instrument 

has been used by evil men under the direction of the devil to advance the cause of sin and 

corruption.  But that aspect of the misuse of this invention I do not wish to consider now.  Good 

books are definitely available for the Christian home which can serve as tools in further study of 

the Word of God. 

 Young people ought to have definite plans to establish a well-rounded library to aid them 

in the study of God’s Word.  Money ought to be set aside for that end.  Probably a monthly sum 

could be designated for that goal.  Nor ought this to be too miserly a sum.  Books cost money.  

And it involves a matter which is worthy of a good investment.  

 In building a home library, which books ought one to obtain? I will not give many 

definite recommendations in this article.  I would suggest though, that the books of our own Rev. 

H. Hoeksema ought to be included.  The Acts of our own Synods should be there.  Ought not we, 

members of the church, be vitally concerned with the actions of our own denomination? And if 

we have not these Acts of past years, we ought to make every effort to obtain as many as ware 

yet available (and at $1.00 per copy, this is a real bargain).  The stated clerk of our Synod, Rev. 

G. Vanden Berg, can supply these.  But other books can be useful too.  Bible encyclopedias and 

Bible dictionaries are helpful.  Commentaries, particularly on Scriptural passages being 

discussed in church organizations, are useful.  Church history books are profitable.  Others could 

be mentioned, but this is sufficient for now. 

 But, how does one determine which books to choose? How does one judge between 

commentaries? The layman, who may not have had much contact with books, is hard-pressed to 

determine the best for his purpose.  I would suggest that your minister could be contacted.  I 

would like to see, too, that our seminary professors could draw up a list of recommended books 

for the home.  Our school teachers could together prepare a list of recommended books for 



children.  Such lists could be sent to the local churches, and even distributed to the families and 

to you as young people.  The lists could contain information as to where the books could be 

obtained.  From these lists, regular selections could be made. 

 But books, standing unused and dusty upon the shelf, mean nothing.  That reminds me of 

the recent mass meeting commemorating the Reformation which was held at the Civic in 

downtown Grand Rapids.  Literature was distributed after the meeting.  One man, plainly a 

“bum,” collected a mass of material.  Conjectures were made concerning him.  Was he an 

educated ma, fallen upon bad times? Was he deeply touched by the meeting and eager to 

discover more? Some, I heard later, followed the man as he wended his way behind the Civic 

Auditorium.  Carefully he spread the material upon the ground…and then lay down to sleep.  

The underlying principles of Scripture, set forth in this literature, served this man only in a 

physical way.  The material may have warmed his body—but hardly his soul.  Unread books in 

our homes serve not a much better purpose.  They may be decorative.  These may leave a 

favorable impression upon the visitor.  But they are of no benefit for us. 

 Books must be used.  There are books which ought to be used in preparing for our 

Sunday services.  Others should be used in preparing for societies and catechism classes.  Some 

can be read in the “quiet hour.” But by all means, time must be set aside to read the volumes of 

valuable material available to us.  Many claim, of course, that they are not “readers.” I suppose 

that there are a few instances where this is true, but in most cases it is rather a matter of not 

developing proper habits.  A time should be set aside every day, possibly to begin with, fifteen 

minutes, for the purpose of reading good material.  In this way a good habit will develop and 

grow.  Try it once. 

 Reading, of itself, does not give one either wisdom or understanding.  It is not to be 

obtained through the efforts of man.  These are gifts of God through the operation of His Spirit in 

our hearts.  We are not born with these; we do not merit or earn them; these are gifts of pure 

grace.  It is also true that knowledge obtained by study, of itself, puffeth up (I Cor. 8:1).  

Knowledge, so very often, seems to lead to conceit and pride—but not to true wisdom.  

Therefore parents often fear when their children seek more and higher education. 

 But the fact remains that there is the calling to “get” wisdom and understanding.  God 

provides means for our proper use.  God determines that through the use of the means, as these 

are applied unto us by the Spirit, spiritual understanding and wisdom will develop and grow.  

The means given do not provide these spiritual gifts, but they aid in their development and 

growth.  As tools, books also must be used. 

 My advice to you, young people: begin now to obtain the tools.  You are not too young; 

and it is not too soon.  And use your tools.  Proper study of the Word is your calling.  Use your 

tools to get a better understanding of that revelation of God.  To get wisdom and understanding is 

truly far better than the getting of gold and silver. 
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