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 There was a time many years ago when my father and my mother took upon themselves a 

very serious commitment.  It was a commitment made within the Covenant of God, in which 

Covenant God promised, assured them that He would be to them a gracious Father, and they in 

turn vowed that they would instruct me in the “aforesaid doctrine” to the utmost of their power! 

 Such was also the case with you, my dear youthful reader. 

 We were instructed, indoctrinated in the home, the church and in the school according to 

that commitment.   

 The commitment made by our parents constituted their baptismal vows in which they 

answered solemnly to three questions, which read as follows: 

 “First. Whether you acknowledge, that although our children are born and conceived in 

sin, and therefore are subject to all miseries, yea, to condemnation itself; yet that they are 

sanctified in Christ, and therefore, as members of his Church ought to be baptized? 

 “Secondly. Whether you acknowledge the doctrine which is contained in the Old and new 

Testament, and in the articles of the Christian faith, and which is taught here in this Christian 

Church to be the true and perfect doctrine of salvation? 

 “Thirdly. Whether you promise and intend to see these children, when come to years of 

discretion (whereof you are either parent or witness) instructed and brought up to the utmost of 

your power?” 

 In these three questions to which our parents answered in the affirmative they made a 

solemn commitment concerning you and me. 

 Meanwhile it may interest you, as it ought, to know that our parents had made a 

commitment of faith and obedience prior to the baptismal vows which they uttered at the 

occasion of our having received the sign and seal of God’s holy covenant concerning the 

righteousness which is by faith.  I refer to two former occasions when our parents uttered solemn 

vows which involved us too.  I do not know which was first in the case of our parents; it really 

makes no essential difference. 

 I will assume that they first stood up before the congregation of God and solemnly and 

truthfully answered in the affirmative to the following questions: 

 “Do you acknowledge the doctrine contained in the Old and New Testaments and in the 

Articles of the Christian faith to be the true and complete doctrine of salvation? 

 “Have you resolved by the grace of God to adhere to this doctrine; to reject all heresies 

repugnant thereto and to lead a new, godly life? 

 “Will you submit to church government, and in case you should become delinquent 

(which may God graciously forbid) to church discipline?” 

 Their affirmative answer committed them to a strong position.  It was not that of mere 

theory and practice; it was that of doctrine and life.  It entailed the promise to submit to church 

discipline should they become delinquent. 

 Now we can number two commitments. 

 The first dealt with the personal relationship to their Lord Jesus Christ when they 

confessed their faith publicly in the church of Christ. 

 The second dealt with their committing us to the Lord as they had committed themselves 

to the Lord. 



 Hence, it is we and our children; as for me and my house we will serve the Lord! 

 However, there is still another commitment which your parents made concerning you, 

besides the one made at the occasion of your baptism.  I refer to the one made at the occasion 

when our parents were united by the Lord in holy matrimony.  Our parents agreed that one of the 

chief reasons for holy matrimony is “secondly. That they bring up the children, which the Lord 

shall give them, in the true knowledge and fear of God, to his glory and their salvation.” 

 Now we can count three, cannot we? 

 There was a time when I had not yet publicly confessed my faith and answered solemnly 

to the threefold questions concerning doctrine, godly resolves, and Christian discipline.  But I 

was committed.  My father and mother had believingly said that I was “sanctified in Christ, and 

therefore as a member of His church ought to be baptized”! Thus also were you, my dear 

covenant youth. 

 Then there came the time when I, together with others, publicly, before the church of 

God, confessed faith.  Yes, we had resolved to adhere to “this doctrine”, and we had resolved “to 

reject all heresies repugnant thereto”! Somehow, only thus could we be assured of truly living 

godly lives.  Did you take notice too of this “rejection of all heresies” repugnant to the faith 

when you made confession of faith? And if you have not yet publicly confessed your faith and 

asked permission to partake of the Lord’s Supper, do you intend to also take this matter 

prayerfully before the throne of grace in a godly resolution? You will then be a living witness 

and evidence of God’s grace which has made you to be manifestly what your parents said they 

believed you were as a child of the covenant and a member of God’s church when a wee infant. 

 We are committed to the warfare of the saints! 

 We confess the name of Christ! However, we do not neglect to reject all heresies 

repugnant to the doctrine.  Can you detect these heresies? Can you detect them not only in their 

very evident form and brutal articulation, but can you detect them even as incipient heresies?  

 Yes, we are committed with a spiritual commitment so that we shall serve the Lord in 

spirit and in truth.  All that which does not fit with the altar of God must be rejected.  To this you 

minister and elders are committed.  They have signed the “formula of Subscription”.  All have 

committed for themselves to the warfare: “We promise therefore diligently to teach and 

faithfully to defend the aforesaid doctrine, without either directly or indirectly contradicting the 

same, by our public preaching or writing.” 

 Let us not falter at the ramparts, but meet the enemy in the gate. 

 When you and I were baptized the minster and your parents and the entire congregation 

bowed their hearts in fervent prayer, which ended “…and manfully fight against, and overcome 

sin, the devil and his whole dominion, to the end that they may eternally praise and magnify thee, 

and they Son Jesus Christ, together with the Holy Ghost, the only true God. Amen” 

 Our parents, the congregation and the particular minister are no more here on earth.  But 

our having been committed is in the book of remembrance before the Lord! 

 Truly, amazing commitments! 

 May it be for you and me as a nail in the holy place… 
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