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 I am a student at East Christian high School in Grand Rapids, the new branch of Christian 

High.  I was asked to write this article to point out some of the faults of Christian high, and to 

show the need for our own high school.  I do not want to do this in an overbearing, overly-

critical way; I have no malice aforethought; but there are obvious faults with our present high 

schools, and I intend to point them out, even though I realize that this is the best we have and that 

we ought to be thankful for it. 

 To say the very least, the atmosphere at Christian High is not always very Christian at all.  

This is evident, first of all, with regard to the pupils.  Their dress is not sloppy, not poor, but 

instead should be classified as worldly.  They carry transistor radios with them and listen to the 

latest hits.  They fly around in cars as much as possible, and right along with this goes smoking.  

Smoking was banned at the beginning of the 1964 school year, yet there are pupils who smoke 

before they are out of sight of school.  There is a general “who-gives-a-rip” attitude at school.  

Some are there because they have to be, and some just for fun. Of course, these things do not 

apply to all of the students, but to too many of them. 

 The atmosphere in all of the classrooms is not good, either.  Our teachers are supposed to 

be Christian, but sometimes you wouldn’t be able to tell it from their conduct.  I have had 

teachers who swore outright, or came as close to it as possible.  Another gripe I have (and I am 

not the only one who feels this way!) is that there isn’t a personal relationship between teacher 

and student.  I realize that this is rather hard to achieve when a teacher has a great number of 

pupils, as is the case at Christian High, but this could be improved.  One gets the feeling of being 

part of a giant assembly line in which each teacher adds a piece to one’s education as one rushes 

past.  

 There are also several concrete things wrong with Christian High.  First of all, the 

teaching methods leave much to be desired.  The teachers are not critical enough of bad things.  

True, once in a while an un-Reformed point will be criticized, but only briefly.  A theory which 

should be picked apart and shown to be all wrong is usually mentioned only in passing and 

sometimes not at all.  A teacher will say, “Now you understand why we can’t agree with this,” 

but the pupils very often don’t know why.  If the faulty theory is not criticized at all, the pupils 

will most likely swallow it, hook, line, and sinker.  I think that sometimes our teachers either 

don’t see the wrong in these things, or that maybe they don’t want to see it.  Our teachers are 

very intelligent and educated, but they teach us too much how to succeed in this life instead of in 

that to come.  It is a rather sad situation when Christians accept and believe the wicked and 

ungodly theories of worldly men. 

 Right along with this goes the things that are taught which contradict Scripture outright.  

A prime example of this is the teaching that creation took place during long periods of time 

instead of during six days.  Usually we associate this theory with worldly men of science.  I think 

that many of my readers would be shocked to learn that I personally know a teacher at Christian 

High who teaches this in Biology.  Perhaps this isn’t new to some of you, but it bears repeating.  

This teaching has no Scriptural basis and therefore should not be taught in a school that is 

supposed to be devoted to teaching Reformed truths. 

 Another thing which is accepted as commonplace is movie attendance.  If you attend 

Christian High, you probably have been asked upon many occasions if you have seen a certain 



movie.  When you reply in the negative, the person who has asked you looks at you as if to say, 

“What kind of odd-ball are you that you didn’t even see such a great show!?” When you go on to 

explain that you don’t go to movie because they are wrong, you are looked upon as even more 

queer.  Drama is wrong—the reasons have often been pointed out, so I won’t name them here; --

yet Christian High sponsors a senior play every year! 

 Chapel is the biggest farce of all.  Sometimes we have joke periods.  In fact, some of the 

best jokes I have heard have been told in Chapel.  Sometimes the speaker will go so far as to try 

to apply his joke(s) to his “talk”.  Quite often we have a moralist such as Tom Skinner, who was 

once a gang leader in Harlem.  We hear about the terrible things that happen in gang wars and 

then are told how efforts are being made to correct this situation…you know, make the world a 

better place to live.  This is not stated in so many words, but it is rather obvious.  Hand in hand 

with moralism goes Arminianism—the old familiar line: “Won’t you accept Christ today?” One 

of these “Youth for Christ” types who goes around giving testimonies of how he let Jesus come 

into his life.  Frequently someone talks about a Christian virtue and how to use it.  Of course, this 

isn’t wrong, but the speakers all too often don’t go into the “why” of it… missing the point 

completely.  Chapel is supposed to be the most important part of the day, yet quite often it fails 

dismally. 

 Then there is the matter of extra-curricular activities.  While these cannot be termed 

school, they are approved and publicized by the school.  We have no school-sponsored dances, 

for this would bring a storm of protest; but while they are not condoned, they are not condemned 

outright, either.  Roller skating parties and hayrides are perfectly fine as such, but when the 

Chevrons (a popular combo from ECH) play at a roller skating party, this can hardly be called 

good Christian entertainment.  The school paper also recommends entertainment which is not the 

best.  There are such things advertised as the Smothers Brothers, Al Hirt, and other entertainment 

which a Christian should not attend.  This does not exactly encourage the students to seek good 

entertainment. 

 I suppose that one could find many reasons why Christian High has reached this sad state 

of affairs, but every reason can be traced back to 1924.  In 1924 the Christian Reformed Church 

departed from the truth, and from there time took over.  In geometry, if a line is drawn at a slight 

angle to another line, the distance between them is not great.  However, if you extend these lines, 

the farther you extend them, the greater the distance between them becomes.  So it is with the 

church.  If the church departs just a little from the straight line of the truth, she gets farther and 

farther away as she progresses.  This is what happened with the Christian Reformed Church and 

consequently with Christian High.  If you take the first little step and say “A”, you also say “B” 

and “C”. This first little venture from the truth had grown and grown until there is very little left 

that can be called Christian in Christian High.  These departures from the truth are minimized 

and de-emphasized, but to a reasonably intelligent observer they are quite obvious.  If you have 

attended Christian High as I have done for the past couple of years, it’s not hard to pick out the 

many faults that it has.  Essentially, what Christian High is doing is drawing the world into the 

church as much as possible. 

 But one might say, “The situation can’t be as bad as all that.  The entire student body 

can’t be beatniks; the teachers can’t be downright worldly; everybody isn’t movie-crazy, and 

chapel isn’t so bad.”  No, I do not claim that Christian High is entirely bad and worldly.  There 

are many pupils and teachers who are to be commended.  This element keeps Christian High 

from deteriorating too rapidly.  What I am claiming, however, is that there is too much of this 

departure too fast.  This situation can never be improved, can never be stopped, and will continue 



to worsen.  I think that I have given pretty conclusive evidence here that we need our own high 

school.  I don’t say that this would solve all of the present difficulties with a snap of the finger, 

or that this high school would be some kind of Utopia, where everything would go exactly as we 

want it to.  I don’t even think that it could be perfect in every way in which Christian High has 

failed.  But what I do mean to say is that it would proceed form a sound doctrinal basis.  The one 

big reason why Christian High is so poor is that it got off on the wrong foot to begin with and 

has been deteriorating ever since.  It was founded in 1921, and already in 1924 it was principally 

gone.  If our school has a good basis, there will be none of this pupil delinquency and these false 

teachings.  This is evident from our elementary schools. 

 But we must do more than just talk about the possibility of our own high school.  We 

must act quickly so that our youth can get a sound Protestant Reformed education as soon as 

possible.  I regret that I could not have the opportunity of going to this school, and I hope the 

people who do get to attend will consider it a privilege.  But we must keep on with the work so 

that our high school will be ready for the next generation.  Let’s all put our shoulder to the wheel 

so that the instruction of church, home, and school may be harmoniously Reformed. 
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