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 Since Christmas vacation is a time of much leisure, you must find profitable ways to use 

this time.  Certainly you remember that time is not your own, but rather that it belongs to God 

who made all things.  Assuredly he will judge you as to how you use it.  How, then, can you 

profitably use this spare time? 

 Reading, I feel, is one of the best ways to spend any extra time that you may have.  The 

reason is very clear.  When you read, your experience is broadened and spiritual life is 

enriched—in a word—you learn by reading.  But, perhaps, you ask, what books shall I read? Let 

me suggest just a few.  I will list them in order of precedence.   

 God fearing children do not have to be told to read the Bible.  It has, of course, 

precedence over all other literature.  It is the Book of Books! At Christmas time read the Gospel 

accounts of the birth of Christ, but, as you become a mature reader, trace this Son of God 

through the Old Testament.  Read about his promise to the seed of the woman (His Church) in 

Genesis 3:15, His coming to earth prophesied profusely in the books of the major and minor 

prophets; follow Him through the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John until He is 

crucified, dead, and resurrected to ascend to heaven to be with His Father.  Finally, look for Him 

on the clouds of heaven as you read His vision to the seer of Patmos in Revelation.  Next let me 

suggest reading other than the Bible, namely, secondary reading. 

 Secondary reading means exactly what is says, i.e., reading that is second in importance 

in the life of a Christian.  Much of this type of literature can be found within our own Protestant 

Reformed Churches.  God has abundantly and uniquely blessed our churches with men who were 

gifted in explaining and interpreting His Word.  One of these men was the late Rev. Herman 

Hoeksema who has written voluminously but lucidly on a wide variety of subjects dealing with 

the interpretation of God’s Word.  His book, Mystery of Bethlehem, makes spiritually enriching 

reading, even for young people.  Another book by the same author, The History of the Protestant 

Reformed Churches, must be read by every young person in our churches.  You are the offspring 

of that bitter but glorious history; do you not want to understand it? 

 Our churches are making history and developing the truths of the Word of God every 

day.  This history and development is recorded in our periodicals, Beacon Lights and The 

Standard Bearer.  Beacon Lights, is goes without saying, is for you, but The Standard Bearer 

also contains many articles that you can read, understand, and enjoy.  In fact, the editor of The 

Standard Bearer, Prof. H.C. Hoeksema, wrote the following in an article entitled “New Readers”. 

  But who are new readers? 

  Our children potentially! 

  No, I do not refer to our little children: for they are not of an age to digest meat as 

 yet.  They must be fed milk.  But I have in mind our bigger children, our teenagers, 

 especially from, say, fourteen and fifteen years old and up. 

  As a general rule, I dare say, our magazine is read very little by them.   

  Yet what sound reason is there for such a situation? 

  Our young people have Beacon Lights.  To be sure, they should read their   

 own magazine, perhaps more faithfully than they do.  Yet there is not reason to   

 exclude the Standard Bearer from their lives.  (SB, Vol XLI, Sept. 1 1965) 



 Thus, you will agree that books and periodicals from our own churches will satisfy your 

reading appetites at least part of the time.  Spend the rest of the time reading worthwhile 

literature from outside of our churches.  I will suggest only a few, and will not even attempt to be 

exhaustive.  

 John Bunyan, a seventeenth century defender of the faith, was imprisoned for speaking 

harshly against the Church of England.  He remained, with occasional intervals of freedom, for 

twelve years.  In 1675, while in jail, he started his immortal work, The Pilgrim’s Progress.  This 

allegorical book I recommend to you to read with discretion.  (A child of God always reads with 

discretion when he reads the works of men.) 

 Another Englishman, Charles Spurgeon, wrote a plain book for plain people.  This book, 

John Ploughman’s Talk, is written in the terse, frank, and earthy style of an English plowboy.  

The author says he has discarded refined taste and dainty words for strong and proverbial 

expression and homely phrases.  After you read it, I am sure that your pride will be crushed, and 

that you will have a better knowledge of yourself.   

 Still another Briton, C.S. Lewis, has written voluminously on a variety of subjects.  His 

children’s book, The Tales of Narnia, take on allegorical and symbolical significance when read 

by older children.  The whole series numbers seven books, viz., The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe, Prince Caspian, The Silver Chair, The Horse and His Boy, The Voyage of the Dawn 

Treader, The Magician’s Nephew, and The Last Battle. 

 Now journey with me to our side of the Atlantic.  Come with me to Pella, Iowa through 

the book Roofs Over Strawtown by S.E. Gosselink.  Read this book and you will not only 

understand the Dutch in this area, but also you will come to a better understanding of the 

persecution these Christian endured in their homeland.  From the Holland constituency in this 

country came Thea Van Halsema author of two books about John Calvin: This Was John Calvin 

and Ideleete.   

 After you have read about Calvin, then, read Here I Stand, a biography of Martin Luther, 

by Roland H. Baynton.  And after you have read about these two heroes of faith, continue to read 

about others in Tales for Teens by Faith Coxe Bailey.  This little book contains many stories 

about John Huss, John Knox, John Wycliffe, and many others.   

 Finally, then, young people, I leave you with this thought: read to increase your 

knowledge of God, and it will not be said of you: 

 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will 

also reject thee… Hosea 4:6 
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