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 The commencement of the 1965-66 school year marked the 10
th

 year of classes at Hope 

Protestant Reformed Christian School.  March 4, 1966 is D.V., the date of the 20
th

 anniversary of 

the organization of the hope Protestant Reformed School Society for Christian Instruction.  On 

this date God cause men to found by faith a school based on the principles of the Word of God 

and as these principles are expressed in the three forms of unity.  One month later, April 8, 1946, 

the society decided to build a school.  The original plan was to build a one room school but after 

further consideration the plans changed and a two room school began to appear upon a sandy 

knoll, acre of land donated by the now deceased Isaac Korhorn.  

 School began in September of 1947.  Teachers had been hired and were ready to teach.  

Miss Della Vander Vennen was hired as principal and teacher of grades 5-9.  Miss Jessie Dykstra 

taught grades 1-4.  In 1951 a two-room addition was added to the school.  The school now had 

four rooms and made possible the moving of classes from the church basement into the newly 

completed rooms.  Two more additions were made to the school—a total of six rooms.  The 

present structure is a ten-room building with administrative facilities.  There exists also the 

convenience of a chapel in the form of the vacated church building.  The school property is 

larger too than the original acre of land on which the school was built.  Subsequent years 

necessitated the purchase of additional playground area.  The property now measures from 6-7 

acres.  

 The history of Hope School has not been without disturbing incident; but in every case 

God has proved himself to be faithful.  In the 1959-60 school year, Miss A. Reitsma who had 

been principal of the school since the 1950-51 school year was forced to discontinue her 

activities.  In December of 1959 she was taken home to be with the Lord.  During the 1961-62 

school year parents, students, and teachers were shocked by the sudden death of a teacher, Mr. 

James Jonker, but were comforted in the knowledge that all things work together for good to 

those who love the Lord.  

 Since the 1959-60 school year the undersigned has served as school principal.  

Enrollment has gradually risen during this time. In the 59-60 school year the total student body 

numbered 192.  The current enrollment is 229.  

 The enrollment increase has also resulted in a gradual increase in the size of the faculty.  

Currently there are nine full-time teachers and a teaching principal.  Staff persons include an 

office clerk and janitors.  The current teaching staff includes the following personnel: 

kindergarten, Mrs. J.G. Moelker, 1
st
, Miss H. Flikkema, 2

nd
, Miss G. Lubbers, 3

rd
, Mrs. H. 

Veldman, 4
th

, Miss W. Koole, 5
th, 

Mr. J. Huisken, 6
th

, 7
th

, 8
th

, and 9
th

, Mr. J. Buiter, Mr. H. 

Langerak, Mr. L. Lubbers, and Miss A. Lubbers.  The teaching staff has six persons who have 

their A.B. degrees and are working toward M.A. degrees.  Three of the individual on the staff are 

possessors of permanent or life certificates to teach in the state of Michigan. 

 The School Board consists of 12 men representing the four main Protestant Reformed 

Churches sending children to the school.  Officers of the board are Mr. David Meulenberg, 

president, Mr. D. Kooienga, vice president, Mr. D. Lotterman, secretary, Mr. G. Terpstra, 

treasurer, Mr. J. Dykstra, vice-secretary-treasurer.   



 Students come from homes of parents who attend the First PRC in Holland, MI, 

Southwest PRC in Wyoming, MI, Hope PRC, in Grand Rapids, and Hudsonville PRC.  These 

churches collect monies monthly to help defray the operational costs of the school.  Students also 

come whose church home is First PRC, and Southeast PRC, of Grand Rapids.  Two non-PR 

affiliated families send their children.  

 Hope School is not without auxiliary organizations.  The Holland Protestant Reformed 

Church ladies’ aid although not directly connected with the school, supports the school with 

tangible gifts of her love.  The Hope School Mothers’ Circle has been of inestimable support to 

the school.  They have labored to pay the cost of one schoolroom, approximately $10,000.00 and 

have recently completed payments on a school bus.  The P.T.A. meets three times annually and 

serves to unite parents and teachers in a working team.   

 With gratitude to God we think about our school—a school dedicated to the principles: 

 1. That God is Sovereign. 

 2. That all things must be taught in harmony with the Word of God and the Reformed 

confessions. 

 3. That children of the covenant must receive an education that is consistent with all the 

truth held by the Christian Church and as it is most purely maintained and developed in the 

Protestant Reformed Churches of America. 
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