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 Our Protestant Reformed Churches throughout their struggling, and, sometimes, bitter 

existence, have been blessed with a seasoned tradition of distinctiveness.  Within this tradition is 

embodied a very distinct doctrine practiced and maintained in no other church.  Yes, this 

doctrine, in part, is still found in other churches, but is it applied and maintained in the daily lives 

of the parishioners? 

 This unique doctrine, needless to say, arose out of bitter controversy, for that church 

which condemns heresy with te Word of God will out of necessity be unique and different.  And 

heresy, although it may clothe itself in a different garb, usually revolves around this one 

question: Who is God, and what is man’s relationship to Him? Think through the controversies 

of 1924, 1953, and 1962! Did we not insist that God was the author and finisher of our faith, and 

that man is a worm and completely and utterly dependent on God even for his breath? Did we 

not insist that the love of God is never common and always particular? Did we not insist that 

evildoers must make a humble confession before God and men? 

 These unique doctrines are formally taught in the church through the preaching of the 

Word and catechism classes in order that God may prepare us and our children for this life and, 

ultimately, for our life with Him in glory. 

 In the school, however, these doctrines are not formally taught, but rather are the basis 

and focal point upon which the entire curriculum rests and revolves.  Concrete examples taken 

from a typical Protestant Reformed Christian School curriculum will help to clarify what has 

been written thus far.   

 Take, first, the subject history.  The Protestant Reformed history teacher, thoroughly 

educated in the doctrines of creation and the fall of man, must per force teach his students that all 

history is God’s history—it is His Story.  Turn with me to the Word of God and let Him speak: 

   

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible 

and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 

all things were created by Him and by him all things consist. 

 

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that is all things he might have preeminence.  

 

Colossians 1:16-18 

 

 Thus we may certainly conclude that all history progresses to only end: The sovereign 

God glorifying himself while he sovereignly and irresistibly elects his people.  The Holy 

Catholic Church, unto himself through Jesus Christ.  Then, actually, all history is church history.  

God forbid that it should be otherwise. 

 Take another example, the subject of geography.  The children in this class are taught that 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” The scientific evolution written in 

their textbooks cannot stand under this simple but awesome truth of God’s Word! Not only are 

the children taught that God created all thing, i.e., all natural resources; but also that all natural 



resources must be used to honor and glorify God and not mammon.  In a word Christian children 

must learn proper stewardship.  Let is always be said of our students, 

   

Well done good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 

will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

 

Matthew 25:23 

 

 Take still another example, the subject of science.  Although science is the god of most 

American students and teachers, it most clearly shows Christian that their God is a magnificent 

creator and sustainer of the universe.  Not only is God the creator and sustainer, but He also tells 

us that He is our Father which means that we can know Him.  Only a Christian can say, “I know 

my Father who is in heaven.” 

 The last subject, but by no means least, is the subject of language and literature.  When 

children are old enough to understand, they are taught that God created language.  This language 

is then used by regenerated man to praise God for the salvation he has received through the 

blood of Jesus Christ.  And as the children mature, the teacher instructs them to read, write, and 

sing only that which truly praises God for His wonderful creation and the salvation He has freely 

given in Christ.  Finally, when these children become young adults, they should (and must) be 

able to judge for themselves what songs, books, and poetry are of God, and what are of Satan.  

These judgments must not be whimsical or frivolous but must be positive, based on the positive 

criterion of the Book of Books—God’s Holy Word.  

 When our children are instructed in our Protestant Reformed Christian Schools, we may 

well believe Isaiah when he wrote: 

 And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of  thy 

children.  
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