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“The ants are a people not strong, yet they provide their meat in the summer” Proverbs 30:25 

 

 God’s great creation is as a most elegant book, wherein all creatures great and small, are 

as so many characters leading us to contemplate in invisible things of God, namely, his power 

and divinity.   

 Solomon possibly had more insight into this book of creation than any man before his, 

after Adam; he had more insight into this creation than all except Christ, who brought forth 

things new and old from the treasury of God, pointing out that the kingdom of God happens in 

parables. For “all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, 

which God had put in his heart”. II Chr. 9:23. 

 Solomon observed things both great and small.  But in all things he saw the greatness of 

God.  Everywhere he observed that each creature is filled with the measure of wisdom wherewith 

its Creator endowed it.  And he too observed that the creatures all adapted themselves to the 

seasons.   

 In this observing Solomon did a little cataloguing of the creatures and of his observations 

concerning them. 

 It is wonderful to observe the works of God.  Who among all the sons of men have 

ascended up into heaven and descended? Astronauts? They are still on the earth in “outer space”.  

Yea, who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath bound the waters in his garment? 

 Proverbs, by the mouth of Agur, speaks of two things, three things, four things. 

 Yes, there are four things which are little upon the earth.  They are the exceeding wise 

creatures.  They are the ants, the conies, the locust and the lizard.  Wisdom of God implanted in 

the very nature of the insects and the reptiles.  Look at their customs, ambitions and habitat! The 

ants are a people.  They are well-organized.  The small conies have a well protected house: the 

rocks.  And the locusts go in bands, yet they have not a king.  And the lizard ingratiates itself 

into the palace of the king! 

 From all of these we can learn much. 

Particularly from the ants we can learn by considering its ways.  Writes the son of David: God to 

the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be wise; which having no chief, overseer or ruler, 

provideth her bread in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.   

 There are thousands of different types of ants in the world.  They are found everywhere 

and in every land. On the highest mountains, in the deepest valleys, in every crevice and rock 

you may observe the ants.  They build large houses which only they can build.  They have their 

workers, warriors, army and their drones and queen.  Yea, they even have their “milk cows”, 

insects which they capture and which suck the juice from roots, etc., so that they may utilize this 

“milk”. 

 However, among all of the life and activity of the ants there is nothing quite so amazing 

as their ambition.  They are ever preparing food.  They are not like the bird that sows not, neither 

gathers into a barn, mere seed pickers.  Nor is every ant for himself.  They are a people, a colony.  

They are social insects and are not as flies, but are comparable to the bees.  They jealously gather 

and protect their bread, their harvest.  They may have war, but never do they have civil war! 

They do not fight their own but only those on the outside.   



 And they are little upon the earth. 

 The ant is small, and, as a people, they are not strong. 

 Yet, they provide their meat in the summer.  They do the right things at the right time. 

 This we are to consider, youthful reader.  We may take large and lengthy vacations, long 

and extended trips, circle the earth in hours by jet propelled airplane, and never see the wonders 

of God under a decaying tree trunk in our back yard,  When we look at the creatures it is good to 

take Solomon with us on our guided tour.  He will not dissect the ant in his laboratory; he will 

point out the nature, the habits of the ant, and the wonderwork of God! 

 Here is wisdom displayed. 

 Man must take a leaf out of God’s workmanship and Solomon’s note book.  We too must 

prepare our meat in the summer. We must not squander the time with a little sleep, a little 

slumber, a little folding of the hands. Summer is the time for preparing of the bread.  Yes, in the 

sweat of our brow. Summer is not the time for a great vacuum in the life of God’s people.  It is 

the time for preparing for the harvest.  It is the time for the Young People’s Convention.  May 

you, my youthful readers, be as busy in your convention preparing the bread for the coming 

season of society life, as are the ants in your immediate vicinity. 

 Should you be a spiritual sluggard: go to the ant! 

 Consider her ways! 

 Be wise with a heavenly wisdom wherewith God did not endow the ant which is little 

upon the earth.  You hath he endowed with greater glory and preeminence.  If God so glorifies 

the ant, and the ant so obeys its Maker, how ought we to be, oh, we of little faith? 

 Let us be a strong people. 

 Strong in the Lord! 
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