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By this time the Catechism season has once more drawn to a close, but the subject is as 

vital as ever. After having discussed the “how” of Catechism and the “why” we should also ask 

about the “what”. That is, what is the subject matter that is taught in the Catechism? 

The answer seems simple enough. What could possibly be taught in the Catechism 

besides the contents of the Word of God as revealed to us in the Scriptures? There is definitely 

but one text book throughout all the years of Catechetic instruction, and that book is the Bible. 

But, upon a second thought, the matter is not so simple after all. We well remember that 

ever since we were inducted into the Catechism as little children “question books” played a 

prominent part in our lives. Questions and answers had to be learned, and the answers verbally 

recited in class. Texts from Scripture may have been memorized, but always in connection with 

the lessons in the books. Also, the discussion of the lessons in class became more complicated as 

we advanced into higher classes. First, we enjoyed the “stories”, but soon these stories were 

placed in chronological order and in relation to each other. Dates had to be learned, facts were 

interpreted, and the historical accounts of Scripture began to take on a particular significance. As 

we grew older doctrine was introduced, new and strange terms were met, and definitions had to 

be memorized. No doubt, there were times when you were bored by some lengthy and detailed 

discussion in class on some point of doctrine which was so all-important to the minister and yet 

seemed so entirely non-essential to you. While he was explaining and refuting some false 

doctrine of which you had never heard, your mind may have wandered and you slyly stole a 

glance at your watch from time to time, even secretly struck it against the palm of your hand or 

held it to your ear to make sure that it was still running. 

How different the Catechism is from the society, and how different the instruction from 

any other instruction in the Word of God. 

Why this difference? 

Simply because Catechetic instruction is the ministry of the Word to the Covenant seed in 

the Church, and must, therefore, serve to instruct the youth in the truth of God’s infallible Word. 

Sin has made that instruction doubly necessary. The devil preys upon our sin-darkened 

hearts and minds by introducing the lie and making us enemies of the truth of God’s Word. By 

nature we are only inclined to always oppose and overthrow the Scriptures, for the biggest 

heretic is our own sinful heart. 

Sin has also been the cause for heresies that arise in the Church. And with heresies came 

persecutions. The Church has often been called to fight bitterly in order to maintain her faith, 

even to suffer and to bleed for the sake of the Truth that was precious to her. But through it all 

Confessions were born. The Church found it necessary to concretely express the truth of the 

Word of God over against the lie and to make that truth her personal confession, so that she 

could present a united front against every assault of the foe. 

We have some very beautiful examples of that in Scripture itself. One of them is found in 

II Timothy 2:11, “It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with 

Him”. Paul had written to the church in Romans 6:9, “Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe 

that we shall also live with Him”. The Church had taken this word to heart and had learned to 

understand its significance especially in the face of persecution, and therefore made it a “faithful 

saying”, a confession arising out of the heart of the believers. It was confessed through tears, 



“For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him”, and that confession spoke volumes, 

even as to the faith and hope and doctrine of the Church. 

Those confessions which have arisen from the heart of the Church through the work of 

the Holy Spirit throughout the ages have become our heritage. The truth they profess must 

become part and parcel of our souls, that we, too, may become thoroughly equipped to recognize 

and withstand every wind of heresy, no matter from which direction it blows. Only in that way 

can we remain firmly founded on the Truth of the Word of God. 
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