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“For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time 

of the singing of the birds is some…The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with 

the tender grape give a good smell.” — Song of Solomon 

 

Rain — Flowers — Fruit. 

According to one of the poets, the purpose of flowers is “To minister delight to man and 

to beautify the earth.” This, however, is not the chief aim, for in Genesis 1:11 and 12, the 

emphasis is laid upon the fact that the herbs brought forth after its kind—stressing, primarily, the 

propagation of plant life by the production of seed. A second purpose of flowers, as is brought 

out in Scripture is to produce food in the form of fruit, grain, nuts, etc. 

Perhaps, we, as the poet, are most conscious of the flowers beauty and fragrance, and, 

Christ Himself illustrates this vividly in Matt. 6:28, 29 “And why take ye thought for raiment? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say 

unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these”. 

In order to understand the flower, we must examine it closely to discover which parts are 

essential to the production of the seed and the fruit. In a typical flower there are four circles of 

parts. The outer circle is usually composed of small green leaf-like structures called sepals. Just 

inside of these are the petals, frequently highly colored, thus giving the flower its beauty. Both of 

the aforementioned parts are accessory: that is, they are neither essential to the propagation of the 

plant, nor to the production of fruit. 

The third circle of flower parts consists of stamens, the male reproductive organ, which 

makes the pollen. The female structure, known as the pistil, is located in the heart of the 

blossom. The stamens and the pistils constitute the essential parts, because they are necessary for 

producing seed and fruit. 

Have you ever noticed the flowers of the maple, the oak, the elm? They contain the 

essential parts involved in seed production, but lack the accessory organs, therefore, making 

them very inconspicuous. Doubtless, you have seen the winged seed of the maple or the acorn of 

the oak, but have never considered the source—the tiny flower. Some trees and shrubs produce 

only male blossoms (stamens) on one individual while others have female organs (pistils) on 

another individual, as in the case of the willow. To make seed production possible, it is necessary 

to have the tree bearing stamens in the vicinity of the tree having pistils. This would explain why 

some trees and shrubs are never fertilized and thus do not bear fruit. 

How are seeds produced? The first thing to consider is the transfer of the fine yellow dust 

called pollen from the stamen to the pistil. This pollen is produced in a sack-like structure called 

the anther, which is at the apex of the stamen. It is necessary for these small irregular granules of 

yellow dust to be carried in some way from their source to the pistil, whose enlarged tip is 

covered with a sticky secretion. When the pollen touches this fluid it becomes entangled and 

gradually descends the hollow tube of the pistil until it reaches the swollen base known as the 

ovary. Within the ovary, the pollen fertilizes the eggs, which will then develop into seeds. 

How is fruit formed? After fertilization takes place, the ovary wall continues to develop 

and forms the fleshy part of the fruit. For an example, we could consider the apple. The stem by 

which it is attached to the tree, formerly held the flower. The edible part is simply the enlarged 



ovary wall, while the ripened seeds found in the heart of the fruit are the products of the 

fertilized eggs. Opposite the stem end is a small darkened depression which contains little hairs 

(dried stamens) and tiny darkened leaf-like structures (the sepals). The only part, then, that the 

ripened fruit, the apple, doesn’t account for is the circle of petals. They have fallen off at the 

blossom time after their function of attracting the insects has been performed. 

How is the pollen transferred? All plants must be classified into two groups: those that 

pollinate themselves, known as self-pollination; and those that exchange pollen with other plants, 

termed crosspollination. In the former, the stamens are longer than the pistil on the flower, thus, 

transference of pollen takes place by having it fall from the anther directly on the pistil. 

However, most plants are cross-pollinated. The most common agencies involved are the 

insects, wind, birds, and water. Some insects, as the bees, are highly specialized for this task for 

their hairy legs and furry bodies are well adapted for this purpose. They are so discriminating in 

their search for honey, that they select one species of flowers from which they collect nectar and, 

incidentally, insuring these flowers of the specific pollen necessary. It is interesting to note that 

the cross-pollinated flowers are usually highly colored and more fragrant, for these two elements 

are quite essential in attracting insects and birds. 

The more diligently we study nature and the more closely we observe those beauties 

manifested everywhere, the more we realize how intricate are those details and how perfect are 

those patterns which manifest His glory. 

 

“Not to myself alone, 

The little opening flower transported cries; 

Not to myself alone I bud and bloom, 

With fragrant breath the breezes I perform, 

And gladden all things with my rainbow dyes. 

The bee comes sipping, every eventide, 

His dainty fill; 

The butterfly within my cup doth hide, 

From threatening ill.” 
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