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425,000,000 people live in China! This is the largest number of people in one country of 

the world. Nowhere else in the world are there so many people of one race grouped together in a 

single nation. In fact, one-fourth of the people on earth live in China! These millions have tilled 

the soil, have built cities, and have been civilized from very ancient times. 

Let me say at the outset that we may not say these millions are queer or funny. Their 

favorite delicacies are not rats and snakes. They surely do eat other things than rice: there are 

people in north China who do not know what rice is. Neither are all the Chinese laundrymen. But 

you are right when you say the Chinese are different; to you they seem to do things backward. 

When one Chinese meets another, he shakes his own hands. They eat with chopsticks instead of 

forks. Men do the washing and the women operate the boats. The lines of their writing begin at 

the top of the page and read down, instead of across; and the first line is at the right side of the 

page instead of at the left. But remember, they think you do things backward, for the very simple 

reason that their country had these adopted customs for centuries! They are the oldest nation in 

the world. Before Solomon built his temple these Chinese of yellow skin and almond-shaped, 

slanting eyes had a long civilization record of their own. 

 

Geography: 

The Chinese Republic is divided into four divisions: China Proper, Tibet, Sinkiang, and 

Mongolia. China proper, that is real China, is the place where most of the millions of people live. 

It is the heart of the country and claims control over the other provinces. Tibet is mountainous 

plateau 15,000 feet above sea level. It is a cold and dry region. The Tibetans are inseparably 

connected with the Yak, an animal of long hair, white or black, giving rich milk. Sinkiang is a 

desert with a few oasis. It is very sparsely populated. Most of Mongolia is the Gobi Desert. On 

this Sea of Sand live a few nomadic people. 

China and her rivers cannot be separated. The rivers are an integral part of the Chinese 

life. The rivers of China build, feed, and kill. There are three of these great rivers with many 

tributaries, all crossing from West to East where they create fine deltas and flood plains. The 

River Hwang is in the north. It is often called “China’s Sorrow’’ because of the enormous floods 

it has caused. Hwang means yellow, and the color yellow is obtained from fine, yellow soil 

called Loess, blown from the Mongolian deserts. It is this Hwang oi; Yellow River that gives its 

color to the Yellow Sea. The Yangtze River is the “Great River” to the Chinese. It is 3100 miles 

long and is the main commercial artery of China. Ocean vessels can go about 680 miles up the 

Yangtze River: from this place natives pull barges by means of ropes to a point 1750 miles from 

the ocean. The Si River, meaning West River, occupies South China. 

These waterways are jammed with boats as our city streets are with cars. There are 

farmer’s boats, beggar’s boats, fishing boats, and even pirate boats. Some of the boats are Junks, 

which have sails, and others are Sampans, somewhat of a houseboat, poled by manpower. 

Thousands of China’s poor live on water: people are born, grow up, marry, and die in their river 

homes. Little children play with homemade life-preservers on, just in case they should fall into 

the water. Small farms or gardens are made on these boats, and it is not at all uncommon to see a 

pig or a flock of chickens or ducks living with the family. Land in China is scarce and precious; 

hence river life is necessary. 



These three rivers neatly divide China into three geographical regions. The Hwang River 

gives the northern part of China a great fertile plain. The Loess soil is splendid for agriculture: it 

is rich from top to bottom. Rainfall is light in this region and very uncertain. The winters are 

cold. This area is in the latitude of wheat, corn, and barley. Here the Chinese do not know what 

rice is. Peking, the former capital, has a climate almost like that of Omaha, Nebraska. The 

Yangtze River is in Central China. This is the land of rice, beans, and cabbage. It is this river 

highway, with many cities on its banks, that may someday become one of the great industrial 

regions of the world. South China with its heavy seasonal rains and tropical climate, is naturally 

suited for the raising of rice. The Si valley is also noted for oranges, tropical fruits and tea. The 

entire country of China is directly influenced by the Monsoon winds which blow outward from 

the interior of the continent in winter and inward in summer. This gives China a definite wet and 

dry season. 

 

History: 

China and her people have been ruled by dynasties for ages. About 300 years ago the 

Manchu race, coming from the north, conquered China, and from then on the Manchu dynasty 

produced the Chinese sovereigns. In modern times foreign elements came in and in the year 1912 

deposed the Manchu Emperor and proclaimed a republic. As we all know, the holy city of the 

Manchu dynasty was Peking, now Peiping. When the Republic was established, the capitol was 

moved to Nanking, the present capitol, located in the south. This Chinese Republic is gigantic in 

size, about equal in area to half of the Continent of North America. It is the second largest 

country in the world; the Soviet Union is the first, and after China comes Canada, Brazil, and the 

United States. Since the establishment of the Republic, China has had one civil war after another. 

Not all the Chinese favor the Republic. It is extremely difficult to organize the Chinese people. 

In all its history only one man yielded influence on the Chinese—Confucius! Much credit, 

however, must go to Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the George Washington of China, for his reforms. He died 

in 1925. Today much honor must be given to the military genius Chiang-Kai-Shek. But 

Confucius is the man who changed Chinese life and gave it an intellectual touch. Confucius was 

born about 550 years before Christ and his words are still treasured by all of the Chinese. It is he 

who gave China the Silver Rule which says that you must not do to others the things you would 

not want others to do to you. In order to get “places” in China you must pass the Confucius 

exams, which demands that you know all the wise sayings of Confucius from memory. 

One of the most remarkable things about China is that she keeps on going as she always 

has done. Nations come and nations go, but China seems to keep on forever! Her civilization 

dates back at least 5000 years. China persists in spite of famine or pestilence: she has absorbed 

her conquerors. Remember the glory of Greece? She fell. Remember the glory of Rome? She 

fell. China still lives! And she lives the same as always, unchangeable! From History we learn 

that China had manufactured paper and books before Europe ever knew about them. China also 

invented printing. Two hundred years before Christ, the Chinese began to build the Great Wall 

which stretches 1200 miles up hills and down dales, and it still stands to show the skill and 

ability of the Chinese. Long years before Columbus stepped on the North American continent, 

the Chinese had used the Mariner’s compass. We know when Marco Polo, the Venetian traveler, 

reached China in the thirteenth century, he marveled at their beautiful silks, fine porcelains, 

furniture inlaid with pearl shells, and the carvings in ivory and jade. Twelve hundred years ago 

the Chinese built a 700 mile Canal. It is still used. Some record, indeed! Now visit China today 

and take a glimpse at her ways: old methods of agriculture, transportation, and manufacturing; 



four-fifths of all the people never had a chance to go to school, and so they cannot read or write. 

Hopelessly old in her ways! The problem involuntarily arises: Why doesn’t she change? How 

come there is no progress in the standard of living as we know it today? War, famine, good 

kings, bad kings —yet no decay, no progress—just the same old way of living. 

Some say China hasn't changed because she is an agricultural nation. She lives close to 

the soil. The soil keeps her soul and body together, and, to the Chinese, that is all that is 

necessary in this life. Others make much of her period of Isolation in history. She has been 

naturally isolated. The mountains and deserts of the Western Provinces shut them away from 

Western Asia and Europe. Siberia, a vast wilderness, is in the North, and the Himalayas and 

other mountains separate the Chinese from India, Burma, and Siam. On the ocean it took months 

for a foreign vessel to reach them, and when a foreigner did come, the Chinese refused to deal 

with him. They have always distrusted foreigners. As a result—China stands still. 

People: 

The fact that China keeps going, while other nations totter and fall, lies, I think, in the 

Chinaman himself. The character of the Chinese is unchangeable! The Chinese people today are 

like the Chinese of ages ago. It is their character that is so strong. Every Chinaman must keep his 

“backbone”, “prestige”, “face”. You have heard the modern expression, “I saved your face 

today”, meaning that a friend of yours saved you from humiliation and upheld your prestige. 

That is everything to a Chinaman. Under no circumstances may he lose his prestige or face. If a 

Chinaman does lose it, he becomes the lowest person in society. This idea is tremendously strong 

in Chinese character. It rules the Chinese. Once, in a workshop, when a servant, as the other 

servants believed, was wrongfully fired, every Chinaman left the shop. The prestige must be 

upheld; the face must be saved. One morning a husband scolded his wife in no uncertain terms. 

She took it calmly. But as soon as the husband left the house, she went to the busiest corner of 

the town, and let loose a verbal sermon against one of her relatives who was not in the crowd. 

She spouts like this for hours! When the crowd leaves, she goes home feeling fine—she has told 

the world what she would have loved to have told her husband that morning. This character is in 

every individual Chinaman. You can see at once, that, if they are so individualistic, they have no 

room for public spirit. The Chinaman cares not about the country. Uphold self is their aim. Don't 

lower self for anything, not even for the country. There is no patriotism in China. Not even 

today. I do not hesitate to write that, while China is at war today in World War II, there are 

thousands who do not know about it. And if they did, they wouldn't care a rap. 

With this idea of keeping self-prestige, the Chinaman obeys the laws. He must obey the 

good laws and the bad ones too. What is the difference? If his tax money is squandered, what of 

it? He didn’t do it. He paid the taxes. It is not his fault for he did his part. That doesn't concern 

him; he must uphold his own. With this in mind you can understand this historical account: an 

invading army hired a couple thousand Chinese to help fight the Chinese. These men received 

pay for it, and, of course, pay, not patriotism, meant something for the individual Chinaman. Did 

the officialdom count these men traitors? No: for punishment they had their ques cut off, but 

were at the same time cited for bravery. It goes altogether without saying that this indicates lack 

of patriotism on the part of the Chinese. The question arises: Is patriotism necessary to insure the 

life of a nation? One wonders when he observes the Chinaman. 

When we compare the economy of the Chinese with that of the Americans, we say off the 

bat, the Americans are the most wasteful people in the world. The Chinese have economy down 

to a science. Nothing goes to waste. Every blade of grass is used in China. Instead of sending 

their waste products away in sewers and garbage trucks as we do, the Chinese carry refuse of all 



sorts out to the field. Thus, the soil grows richer instead of poorer, century after century. This 

economy causes the Chinese to live in filth. They sleep and eat in their own filth: and, at the 

same time, they know full well that unsanitary conditions cause disease and even death. But 

economy prevents them from improving these conditions. Members of families may die on 

account of uncleanliness and squalor, but the Chinese do not consider that phase of it. It is 

recorded that a male member of a certain family was nigh unto death and got to the burial spot 

alive in order to save the family the expense of the funeral! That’s real economy! 

There are no idle people in China. The millions work night and day. They sleep when 

there is nothing else to do. The people are tough, hard, and without nerves; they can take any 

physical punishment that is meted out to them. The doctors can perform any operation without 

chloroform. The yellow man is nerveless! It has been hinted that if the yellow man ever gets to 

rule, his subjects will be willing subjects indeed! 

Not only are the Chinese industrious, they are also law abiding. Their laws are old, from 

two to five thousand years; they are seasoned with age. They are to be obeyed because of it. This 

results in real conservatism! Their laws may not be changed; their customs may not be altered—

never! If you offer the Chinaman a fork to use instead of the chopstick, he’ll take the fork but use 

the chopstick. If you offer him a cart for transportation. he’ll accept the cart and continue to use 

his wheelbarrow. If you offer him any kind of a precious gift to change any one of his ways, the 

gift becomes his but the ways remain. 1 think this is one of the toughest battles of the 

missionaries—Chinese Conservatism; much more so than to deal with Chinese heathendom. 

And, may I insert here, the Chinaman wants dividends for his religion. If the god of one temple 

doesn’t answer his prayers, he will go to a temple where another god will. It is this wall of 

conservatism that the Western Science had to climb. 

Filial piety is tops in China. It is the substitute for patriotism and public spirit. This 

worship demands that the descendants protect, worship and visit the graves of their ancestors. 

The Chinaman must serve the parent when alive; honor and worship him when dead. Cemeteries 

are, of course, sacred. To my mind this ancestor worship is the true religion of China. Ancestor 

worship leaves out God and makes gods of dead relatives. It is probably this that has kept China 

going at the same pace for thousands of years. The generation of today is tied to the generations 

of ages ago. The Chinaman today lives as his dead ancestor did long years back. 

These people have a remarkable sense of humor. If one would ask a Chinaman the best 

way to take to a destination, he surely would send him miles off and consider it the best of jokes. 

When, for example, a workman falls from a scaffold and breaks his leg, the fellow workmen will 

roar with laughter. A deformed person is the subject of endless jokes. The collision of two 

rickshaws is a common joke. When a man sinks into a mud-hole, goes under, and dies, the 

laughter is excessive. At any rate there are no lamentations in China. Never! Why should there 

be? The gods rule this world! 

 

Resources: 

Agriculture is the chief activity in China. Farming is honorable and the soil is sacred. It is 

life for the Chinese. All the work is done by hand; there are no farm implements or animals to 

help. The land is too valuable to set off for pasturage. Cheap labor does not necessitate modern 

equipment. And too, they have to farm as their ancestors have done. The average she farm is less 

than two acres: but every available foot of soil is used, every inch of it has been fertilized! China 

has an abundance of minerals. She has more coal by far than all of Europe! And these coal seams 

are reported to be forty feet thick. She has much iron, tin, and oil. The Chinese supply the world 



with Tungsten and Antimony. The province of Yunnan has the biggest copper reserve in the 

world. 

 

Future: 

As we all know the Chinese people distrust the foreigners: they consider them inferior. 

Need I remind you of the Boxers Rebellion? The Chinese government does not want the 

governments of Japan and Great Britain, or any other foreign country to tell it what to do. The U. 

S. has advocated the “open door” in China which would give equal rights for all to trade there. 

The Chinese struggle for existence has been too intense to waste time on foreigners or foreign 

policies. Then, too, the Chinese are no citizens: they belong to the members of the family or kin 

group, and, because of this, it was easy for foreign powers to grab her land. Russia took 

Manchuria: then Japan took that away and took Taiwan too. England took Hong Kong and 

Wehaiwei, Germany took Shantung, and France took the corner of South China. China had no 

national front to stop these aggressors. There is a cry in China today, “China for the Chinese”, 

but it is a weak one. The basic program of the Nationalists is to throw off the yoke of the 

foreigner. Three basic principles are inculcated in the movement: National Independence, to get 

the foreigners out: Popular Sovereignty, to get the people, peasant, and laborers to rule: and 

Economic Development. 

China may, in the future, become the most powerful nation in the world. If China should 

become organized and armed as is Japan or as some other nation, she will be the most powerful 

military nation on the globe. She has it potentially. China has resources: coal, iron, copper, oil, 

etc.: and, above all, those millions of people are the best workers in the world! 
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