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If you were placed before the question why you attend Catechism you might answer quite 

readily, either, because I must, or, because I enjoy it, or, because I consider it very important. 

It might be better to put the question this way: Why do we have Catechism? 

And if that were a question in your Catechism book the answer would read something 

like this: To supply the religious, ecclesiastical and spiritual training of the Covenant youth of 

the Church. 

I grant you, that is quite a mouthful. 

Not everybody agrees that Catechetic instruction is necessary for the children and youth 

of the Church. There are those who raise the objection that the Catechism only serves to place a 

child in an ecclesiastical straight jacket. It hinders his thinking, warps his mind and makes him 

biased in his opinions. It implants doctrines of men that he can never entirely rid himself of all 

the rest of his life. It is better to simply teach the child to read the Bible and form his own 

opinion of the truth, and when he becomes of age he can decide for himself which denomination 

is closest to the truth according to his own convictions. 

In answer to that it must be said that Scripture demands the instruction of the Covenant 

youth of the Church. 

God says to Israel in Deut. 6:6, 7, “And these words which I command thee this day shall 

be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 

when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou best down, 

and when thou risest up.” 

To which believing parents respond, Ps. 78:1, “we will not hide them from their children, 

shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His strength, and His wonderful 

works that He hath done.” 

Again, there is that well-known passage in Prov. 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he 

should go. and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

And Jesus exhorts His disciples in Mark 10:14, “Suffer the little children to come unto 

Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

While Paul instructs the fathers in Eph. 5:4, not to provoke their children to wrath, but to 

“bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

You will notice that Jesus gives as reason for suffering the little children to come unto 

Him that “of such is the kingdom of heaven”. Children are also included in God’s Covenant, for 

God establishes His Covenant with believers and their seed in the line of generations. Children 

are born in the Church, receive the sign of baptism in the Church, are members of the Church, 

and as such must be instructed by the Church. 

But, someone may object, are we not afraid of implanting false doctrines into the 

receptive minds of the children? The Catholic Church teaches its children also, filling their hearts 

and minds with a slavish fear for the church and with all kinds of heresies. 

That this is true cannot be denied. But that does not change the demand of Scripture. Nor 

does it prevent the true Church of Jesus Christ from instructing its children in the truth. The devil 

may be doing his utmost to sow the seed of the lie and to deceive many throughout all the ages. 

But he has never succeeded in destroying the Word of God. We know, too, that the Holy Spirit 

works within the Church from generation to generation and leads her in the truth. Led by the 



Spirit the Church has been able to express herself on fundamental truths of the Word of God, 

even over against heresies. That heritage which we possess in our confessions we cherish and 

pass on to the generations to come. There can be no danger of implanting false doctrine as long 

as we hold to the truth of the Word of God. In childhood and youth is the time to learn and to 

gather up treasures for the years to come. In those years you must not only learn to read the 

Bible, but also how to read it and how to understand what you read. The Catechism furnishes 

you with your religious training from the Word of God. 

But the Catechism also serves to instruct in the Word of God over against all kinds of 

heresies, which are lurking in every nook and corner. Scripture speaks of the winds of doctrine 

that blow from every direction, tossing to and fro those who are not firmly founded on the 

foundation of the Word of God. And in the same breath it speaks of the cunning craftiness of 

men who gamble with the souls of the unwarry men and are lying in wait to deceive them. 

Arminianism, Pelagianism and modernism are but a few of the outstanding heresies of our day. 

The youth of the Church must be warned against them, learn to be on their guard against them, 

be able to distinguish their earmarks and hold themselves aloof from them. They must learn to 

distinguish the truth from the lie, the true Church from the false. That belongs to their 

ecclesiastical training. 

But a mere outward knowledge of these things is not enough. The Spirit also works in the 

heart of the Covenant seed of the Church, enlightening them and instructing them in the truth of 

the Word of God. That truth becomes part and parcel of their souls, their cherished heritage, their 

very bread of life. Spiritually they grow in grace through the instruction in the Word. Whereby 

they are spiritually fitted to confess their faith and take their places in the midst of the Church. 

It is quite a mouthful at that. The Catechism serves to supply the religious, ecclesiastical 

and spiritual training of the Covenant youth of the Church. It is well worth remembering. 
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