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It is very difficult to say what light is. According to a discarded theory it consists of the 

actual distribution of particles in every direction by the heavenly luminaries. Perhaps it consists 

of vibrations or ether waves. But we may say something about light: a. It is movement. Light 

travels at the rate of 186,000 miles per second, b. It is closely related to heat. c. It is the 

indispensable condition for all life. In absolute darkness, which would probably also be absolute 

zero, no life would be possible. In view of this we can understand why light was created 

first, d. It conditions all knowledge. 

The Bible speaks of: a. Physical light, i.e. the light that was created on the first day. b. Of 

the light of the body, the eye, i.e. the sensation of light and the power to perceive the light and 

the whole visible world, the image of which is carried to our consciousness thru the eye. Matt. 

6:22. c. Of “natural” or mental light, or the power to interpret the visible world and all on 

experience, the natural understanding even of God and of the difference between good and evil. 

John 9:41. Of this natural light man still has a remnant. See Canons III, IV, 4. d. Of spiritual 

light, the true knowledge of God, the knowledge of love; righteousness, holiness, in which one 

must walk to have fellowship with God. In this respect the natural man is wholly darkness. This 

light is only in Christ Jesus. It is the light of eternal life. John 8:12; 17:3; I John 1:7, etc. 

 

Was the Light of the First Creation Day concentrated in some Center? 

Yes. It is most probable that the light from the very first day of creation was concentrated 

in some center and not diffused through the universe. It is certain that from the first day there 

was the succession of day and night, of light and darkness. This means that the light must have 

radiated from some center, or God must have destroyed the light each evening of the first three 

days. This last is, however, very improbable, since God does not destroy the work He has once 

created. And, therefore, though it is, of course, very difficult for us to form any conception of the 

unfinished world of the first day, the change of day and night seems to indicate that the light was 

concentrated in some center. 

We may establish in general that there certainly was motion in creation on and since the 

first day, for it was created with the light. But if it is correct that the light of the first day shone 

from some center, there must also have been the rotation of the earth in order to cause day and 

night. 

It is striking that with respect to the creation of light we read “And God saw the light, that 

it was good”, while in all other instances we simply read: “And God saw that it was good”. God 

saw the light. Light must reflect on some object and return to the eye in order to be seen. The 

very fact, therefore, that God saw the light was proof that it served its purpose, and that, 

therefore, it was good. 

 

What was Created on the fourth day? 

On the fourth day God created: 1. “Lights in the firmament of heaven.” Whether the 

bodies themselves of the heavenly luminaries were also created on the fourth day, the text does 

not state. Yet it would seem most natural to assume that this is implied. If this is correct, then 

also the present movement of the sun, moon and stars with relation to the earth must have been 

created on the 4th day. 2. More specifically it is stated that God made: a. The two great lights, 



the greater (the sun) and the lesser (the moon). b. And the stars. 

 

Are the heavenly Luminaries lights in themselves? 

It is evident that the heavenly luminaries are not lights in themselves but light bearers. 

This is true not only of those lights that merely reflect the light of the sun, but also of the sun 

itself. This is evident from the fact that the light itself was created on the first day, so that it is an 

independent creation. On the fourth day the light of the first day was concentrated in some 

centers and reflected by others. 

 

Comets, Sun and Stars 

Comets. The name means “long haired”. They are the pilgrims of the firmament, 

approach our sun, turn around it, then fly away into space again at a great speed. They are huge 

and very light bodies, and have gaseous tails millions of miles long, green, red, golden yellow or 

white. 

The Sun is said to be 1,400,000 times the size of the earth, is enveloped by a light-ocean 

of molten metal. Sunspots are openings in this molten lava according to some. The power 

coming from the sun through its heat to our earth is said to be 217,316,000,000,000 horse-power. 

That it is calculated by astronomers that the nearest star (outside of our solar system, and 

therefore, not including the planets) is about 25,000,000 miles distant from us. This gives a new 

meaning to such expressions in Scripture as: “as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is 

his mercy toward them that fear him.” Ps. 103:11. 

 That the Bible often speaks of stars in a figurative sense. In Job 38:7 the “morning 

stars” are most probably the angels. The seven stars are the seven angels of the churches 

(ministers). Rev. 1:20. The Saviour is called: “the star out of Jacob”, Num. 24:17; “the bright and 

morning star”, Rev. 22:16. 2 Peter 1:19 speaks of “the morning star arising in our hearts”. 

Scripture speaks of different kinds of stars. It mentions “falling stars”. Falling stars as we 

often see them are meteors, small bodies flying through space and drawn into our atmosphere. 

As they come into contact with our atmosphere they are lit up. 

It mentions different constellations: Pleiades (the seven stars, “the seven sisters”, even 

though only six are visible to the naked eye), Arcturus, the Great Bear, or Plow, and Orion “with 

its flaming band.” Job 9:9; 38:31, 32; Amos 5:8; “Stars and constellations”, Isa. 13:10; 

“Mazzaroth” Job 38: 32, same name occurs in II Kings 23:5, but there it is translated “planets”, 

perhaps means constellations. Jude 13 speaks of “wandering stars” (figuratively, probably with 

reference to the comets). 
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