
Unknown 
Peter Zuidema 

 

 

The past month has not brought us very pleasant or encouraging news concerning our war 

efforts in the Pacific. In some ways it seems to be a repetition of the German procedure in 

Europe. Country after country fell individually into the hand of the German war-machine. So 

also in the Pacific, Singapore, Java, Sumatra, Malaya and other United Nations possessions have 

fallen to the Japanese. Rangoon has been attacked and the Burma Road, often called the life-line 

of China, is threatened by the Japanese forces. At the present Australia, who has given many of 

her men and much help to the British in other theaters of the war, is pleading for supplies and 

men to help protect herself against a threatened invasion by the Japanese from newly acquired 

bases on the Island of New Guinea. 

 

Japan’s Advance 

There are very few bright rays or flashes circulating from the picture of the fight against 

the Japanese. At present the combined American and Philipino forces are still holding out 

although news commentators all agree that their fall is inevitable. The attacks of the United 

Nations naval and air forces upon the invasion units of the Japanese at Java and New Guinea 

have inflicted heavy losses to the enemy and have slowed up their movement somewhat but they 

themselves have also suffered heavily in these attacks. The Japs are paying heavily on land, in 

the air, and on the sea but they are still advancing. 

 

Political Efforts 

Is it at all possible to find some reason for or learn some lesson from, these defeats? 

According to the cry of many correspondents on widely scattered fronts the reason is the same in 

all places, namely, that not enough help has come from America to each particular point. 

Although this might have been helpful to hold off for a longer time it would not accomplish the 

desired end. The reason lies more in the method that has been employed by the United Nations in 

their efforts to save all their possessions in the Pacific. This effort has been indicated by political 

rather than military considerations. Before the attack on Pearl Harbor, although we were aware 

of Japan’s aggressive attitude in its Asiatic policy, we made no attempt to plan a proper method 

of procedure with the other nations interested. When war did come there was a vague 

understanding that each one would defend their own possessions in the East Indies 

region; i.e. Britain would defend Hong Kong, Malaya, Singapore and Burma; the Dutch would 

defend their island empire, and we would defend our island possessions. There was no united 

effort to make war against Japan but a method which extended our communication lines to the 

nth degree and allowed inadequate forces to stand guard over each possession. Therefore, in 

practically all places the scattered defenders have been outnumbered and overwhelmed. 

 

What of India? 

Other important issues are also arising in the Far East. One vital question of the day is, 

“What of India?” The leaders in India are again using the present plight of the British Empire to 

renew demands for independence. At present other voices are demanding that our own 

government apply pressure upon the British leaders to promise self-government to India. 

At present this is very important for there is a need for much more man power on the 



United Nations front in the Far East and India with a population of three hundred and fifty 

million people would be of great help to supply some of this power. There are other subject 

peoples in various other possessions of the United Nations who would desire the same freedom. 

If the Democracies are fighting to save freedom for the peoples of the world it might be very 

wise if they would start cleaning house at home and let the world know that that they are willing 

to give the same liberties to the subject peoples of their possessions as well. 

Mighty changes are taking place in the world. As events shape themselves in the Far East 

it appears as though the peoples of the nations of the Yellow and Brown race are going to have a 

far more important place in the affairs of the World in the future than ever before. Regardless of 

how this present conflict ends this change is imminent. 

As in the past, through conquest and strife, God has changed the order in World affairs so 

it appears now that another great change, or as some have expressed it “a rebirth of the people of 

the world is imminent”. This of course, is always through trial and tribulation. It is also through 

this way that God’s people and church have been founded, strengthened and purified. 
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