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Who started the fad of white skating shoes? Hollywood, in releasing a picture of the 

famous skater, Sonje Henie. Who introduced Venetian blinds and the one-hand telephone for 

common use? Who helped a certain well-known comic strip character to bring 40 percent 

increase in the sale of spinach? And who set the people to asking for a “coke”? Each time the 

answer is the same, Hollywood. 

At least, those are the facts, according to the January issue of the Reader’s Digest, 

uncovered by C. Nelson Schrader who has investigated the effects of the movies on the public 

mind. The article entitled “Hollywood Handles Dynamite” goes on to say that these are only 

superficial symptoms of Hollywood’s power of suggestion. The movies even mold the nation’s 

thinking on all the major issues of the day and control its sentiments on politics and war. No less 

is Hollywood responsible for influencing the social relations and morals of the people of 

America. We read, “the movies lead and change the nation’s thought on politics, moral and 

social questions of great importance. Every week, eighty-five million Americans go to the 

movies. In the darkness of the theater, where they sit relaxed and give undivided attention to the 

flashing pictures, psychological conditions are perfect for putting ideas across to them.” 

Any serious-minded Christian will agree that tills is a most convincing argument against 

theater attendance. Do we who hold God’s Word as the only, infallible and sure guide and rule of 

life want to subject ourselves to the subtle and even sinister influence of the movie? Will we 

allow our thinking to be molded by the philosophies of a world that lies in darkness? 

No one can deny that very much of what is produced in Hollywood is definitely evil. The 

purpose of these pictures is primarily to entertain. They aim to grip the attention and to arouse 

the emotions, to hold the audience under their spell and to sweep them along on a wave of 

suspense until the last scene has been enacted. Passion and lewdness, not always extolled, but 

sometimes even condemned, are openly played before the eager eyes of the enwrapped audience. 

Sin and corruption leave their taint upon those who have allowed themselves to be eyewitnesses. 

But, so we are repeatedly informed. Hollywood is not nearly as bad as its reputation, and 

the lives and morals of the movie stars are nothing like their pictures might lead one to suspect. 

The newspapers inform us that just recently a minister of a Reformed Church of the East went to 

Hollywood to give aid in the making of a certain film (a shame to his office) and soon reached 

the conclusion that he had always been sadly misinformed and had had an entirely wrong notion 

about the whole movie business. But no one need go as far as Hollywood to judge about their 

code of morals. Witness their well-advertised “hit and miss” marriages. their repeated divorces 

and all that must necessarily go with it. They freely indulge in hero worship and give vent to 

every kind of emotion. Passion is extolled for love and even deified. Man is exalted for his 

ingenuity and strength even to a point where he is idolized. Indecencies of every sort are openly 

condoned. God is not in all their thoughts and they take delight in banishing Him from them. 

Yet the cry goes up: how about the “good” plays? What is wrong with them? Can a 

contaminated well produce pure water? Can those who have an entirely corrupted standard of 

morals produce anything that is in harmony with God’s Word? Can darkness instruct the children 

of light even in such matters as politics, social and moral questions? Only the blind are willing to 

follow blind leaders. Those who are pure of heart will refuse to be contaminated in any way by 

the polluted waters from an impure source. They will hate the workers of iniquity and abhor their 



works. By their fruits ye shall know them. 

No doubt, those who patronize Hollywood are playing with dynamite. 
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