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“What profusion is there in His work!” 

“When trees blossom there is not a single breastpin, but a whole blossom-full of gems: 

and, of leaves they have so many suits that they can throw them away to the winds all summer 

long. What unnumbered cathedrals has He reared in the forest shades, vast and grand, full of 

curious carvings, and haunted evermore by tremulous music” -H. W. Beecher. 

How obvious is that change from the barren winter condition of plant-life to that 

overwhelming grandeur and beauty of spring. The blossoming trees and unfolding leaves are 

heralds of this inspiring season. Once again, the woodland carpet is revived to a refreshing green 

of various hues, adorned by the ornamental spring flowers. The delicate pink of the Spring 

Beauty, the vivid yellow of the Adders Tongue, the pure white of the Trillium, and the soft 

shades of the Violet all blend into one decorative pattern. 

What were these hidden castles and where were these places of retreat which so 

effectively protected the seeds of new life? In a former article your attention was called to 

hibernation of the animals, but plants, too, must be sheltered from the prolonged cold and 

unfavorable conditions of winter. Let us examine the home of the miniature leaves and flowers. 

Often, we do not realize that the commonplace “bud” is the secret abode of the delicate blossoms 

and the colorful verdure of spring. 

It might be interesting to make a more detailed study of buds in general. First of all, we 

could ask the question, “What is a bud?” It is an undeveloped stem, leaf or flower. In warm 

regions we find naked buds, while in colder climates we observe scaly buds. The purpose of the 

scales is to protect the tender parts within from cold, mechanical injury, and to prevent it from 

drying out. To check the loss of moisture, the scales are coated with a secretion to make it water-

proof. Warmth is provided by a cotton-like substance, which furnishes insulation. 

Buds, classified according to structure, may be divided into three groups—the leaf bud, 

the flower bud, and the mixed bud. In reality, the leaf bud contains a miniature stem bearing a 

number of leaves. As it elongates, more leaves appear and it develops into a branch. If we open a 

flower bud we will find one or more unexpanded flowers. When examining the mixed bud, we 

notice that it contains both flowers and leaves, as in the case of the apple, grape and the oak. 

Buds are also classified on the basis of their position—terminal lateral, and adventitious. 

The first as the name indicates, is found on the end of a twig or stem. Ordinarily, it is larger and 

more vigorous as is also evident from the fact that its shoot is longer and grows more rapidly. 

The lateral bud occurs on the side of the stem in the axils of the leaves. This type accounts for 

most of the foliage and flowers. In case of injury, as in pruning or drouth, the terminal or lateral 

buds may be destroyed and new buds appear; these are called adventitious buds, which may arise 

anywhere on the stem (except at the end or in the leaf axils), on the roots, or sometimes even on 

the leaves. Thus, the plant is insured of continued growth. 

How are these buds arranged, you may ask? Have all plants, shrubs and trees the same 

arrangement, or do they differ? Again, we notice the systematic order of the Creator, for all buds 

may be grouped into one of the three following arrangements—alternate, opposite, or whorled. 

By careful observation, we discover that all buds develop on small swellings of the stem called 

“nodes”. If one examines the twig of an apple, a peach, plum, or poplar tree, one will notice only 

one bud at a node, which illustrates the alternate type of arrangement. When two buds are present 



at a node the opposite type is exemplified, as in the case of the maple. The third arrangement, 

known as whorled, has three or more buds at a node, as in the catalpa tree. 

What causes the buds to open in this season of the year? With the return of refreshing 

rains, and the warmth of early spring, the life of the plant is stimulated as the sap begins to flow. 

As the buds receive nourishment, they gradually begin to expand, breaking through the sealed 

scales of winter, producing the welcome signs of spring. 

Oh, let us not be hidden within our wintry cell of sin, but let us blossom forth, stirred by 

the “life- giving power” which flows from the Eternal Fount! 

 

“Let heaven and earth and sounding sea, 

To Him glad tribute bring; 

Let field and wood and all therein, 

Before Jehovah sing.” 
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