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“He is not here.” Of course not! 

“Why seek ye him that liveth among the dead?” 

He is the Lord of Glory, the Resurrection and the Life! 

And here is the grave! This “here” is the realm of the dead, the place of corruption. It is 

the place that proclaims unto us the wrath of God, and it is the visible manifestation of the 

pronounced curse “thou shalt surely die”. This here is sheol, the place of utter desolation where 

no man sings God’s praises, and where our bodies, those wonderful masterpieces of God’s 

creation, return to corruption. 

Indeed, He had been there. For He is Jesus, who had been crucified. As a lifeless corpse 

He had been taken from the cross, and by loving hands He had been laid in this new tomb. Of 

this these devout women, who now seek Him here had been witnesses, for they had carefully 

marked the spot where they had laid Him. 

But it was impossible that He should be beholden of death. Death had no power over 

Him. He died! Yes, but not as men die. He was not, and never could be, a victim of death, for He 

Himself was the Life. He laid down His life. He died a Victor. He gave His life as a ransom for 

many. He was delivered because of our sins. He was wounded for our transgressions. But He 

who was delivered because of our sins, was raised because of our justification. His death was a 

victory and His cross was an acceptable atonement. Having made His soul an offering for sin, He 

prolonged His days. Death could not keep this prey, for He has the keys of death and of hell. He 

is the Resurrection and the Life! 

Therefore, the angels administered a mild rebuke to these seeking women, “Why seek ye 

Him that liveth among the dead?” Had He not told them that His cross was the way to victory, 

and that His death was the way to life? But they had forgotten His words, and therefore they had 

come seeking the living among the dead. Let us not judge these women too harshly. How often 

do we, who walk in the light of the glorious resurrection, seek the living among the dead! How 

often we cleave to our departed dear ones, even though we know that they live. 

“He is not here, for He is risen.
”
 The proof of it. “Come see the place where the Lord 

lay.’’ 

The tomb was empty and open for inspection. The stone, which had been placed there by 

loving hands to close the entrance to the tomb to protect it from beasts of prey, and had been 

sealed by the enemy for fear that His disciples might steal the body of their Lord, and had 

occupied the minds of the loving women because they feared that it would hinder them in 

accomplishing their pious purpose, had been rolled away by an angel, an ambassador from 

before the throne of God. No, this angel did not roll away the stone to open the tomb for the 

Prince of Life, He, who could throw off the shackles of death, and who could pass through bolted 

doors, had no need to have the stone rolled away. The seal and the watch were in vain. But the 

angel removed the stone to open the grave for inspection, to prove unto these devout women, and 

to the disciples, that the Lord was risen indeed. To have left it there after the grave was empty, 

would have implied that which was no longer true. A vacated and empty tomb needed no stone. 

Hence the angel could extend to these seeking women the invitation “Come, see the place 

where the Lord lay.” Not merely to show that the tomb was empty. This in itself would not have 

been an absolute evidence that the Lord was risen indeed. Enemies might have stolen the body as 



Mary Magdalene supposed, or His disciples might have removed it. as the story was spread by 

the guards. But the angel here invites them to see the place where the Lord lay. They could see 

where He had been. The linen clothes, in which He had been wrapped, after the manner of the 

Jews, were lying in their original place, and still revealed the contour of the Lord’s body which 

they had contained, and the napkin, that was about His head, was lying separately where the 

Lord’s head had been. Thus, we must understand these words of the angel. Come see the place 

where the Lord lay. This is also evident from the fact that when Mary Magdalene stooped down, 

and looked into the sepulchre, she saw two angels in white sitting, “the one at the head, and the 

other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.” The inevitable conclusion was, that Jesus had 

come forth, not as a Lazarus all bound up in a shroud, but leaving the linen clothes behind, just 

as they had been wrapped around His body, He came forth as a victor over death. Even as the 

empty shell of the cocoon is mute evidence of the birth of the butterfly, so also this empty shroud 

was mute evidence to the women, and to the disciples, of Christ’s resurrection. Even as the 

swaddling clothes had been a sign to the shepherds at His birth, so also these linen clothes were 

an unmistakeable sign of His glorious resurrection. 

“He is not here, for He is risen. Come see the place where the Lord lay.” 

Blessed announcement of Jesus’ absence! The joy of it! 

The message of Christ’s absence is a sad tiding to loving hearts. Where He is not there is 

sadness and disappointment. This is so evident from the words of Martha at the time of the death 

of Lazarus, “Lord if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” What fear, what 

disappointment this first message must have struck in the hearts of these loving disciples, “….ye 

seek Jesus which was crucified. He is not here…” The failure to find the Lord’s body in the 

tomb, in order that they might bestow upon it their last measure of devotion, was an added 

sorrow to the already sore oppressed hearts of these seeking and devoted women. And yet…. this 

announcement of Jesus absence is not a cause of sorrow and disappointment, but of joy and 

gladness. It is an announcement of victory. “He is risen!” 

It need not surprise us that Matthew relates that these women were filled with “fear and 

great joy”. Indeed, a seeming contradiction, and yet so real and so easily understood. The events 

had followed one another in such rapid succession that their hearts and minds were filled with 

amazement and awe. First the crushing blow of the crucifixion, then their hearts were filled with 

dread, when they saw that the stone was rolled away, and now the announcement of Jesus’ 

absence “He is not here”, followed immediately by the amazing words, “. . .for He is risen.” Is it 

any wonder that the emotions of these dear women were an intermingling of fear and great joy? 

Also for us this announcement of Jesus’ absence is a source of great joy. For His absence 

here is evidence of our justification. He was here, for He was delivered because of our sins. “He 

is not here”, for He was raised because of our justification. Our justification is now an 

accomplished fact, and Christ’s resurrection is the assurance of our glorious resurrection. His 

absence here signifies His presence with God, that sin is atoned, and that we are redeemed. 

Because of His absence here. He is now present in our hearts, and He dwells in us and we in 

Him. 
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