
From a Soldier's Correspondence 
Various 

 

 

Parris Island, South Carolina 

Today I received my copy of the Beacon Lights. I was very glad to get it. 1 haven't had 

time as yet to read it, but expect to soon. I have glanced through its pages, and believe I will 

enjoy it very much. 

Well, now a little about Parris Island. It is located about 10 miles from Beaufort. South 

Carolina. It is quite a pretty island: there are many palm trees around and it is very warm here. 

We have just come back from the Rifle Range and I am very well satisfied with my shooting. At 

present our Platoon, which consists of 61 men is on mess duty. It isn’t hard work, but the hours 

are quite long. We start at 2:30 a.m. and work until about 7:30 p. m. I like it quite well here. We, 

that is our Platoon, has been on guard duty lately and that is quite a lonely job. We have to walk 

our post for 2 hours and then are off for 4 hours. 

We have an opportunity to go to Church on Sunday morning. I have been each Sunday 

since I have been here. It certainly cheers one up very much. Well, I’ll close now, and will write 

more soon. 

Yours,  

Pvt. Charles Sikkema. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Camp Lee, Virginia 

How are you. . . .? I’m sorry that I didn’t write sooner but I haven’t forgotten you. Now 

that I have a real taste of what it is like to be away from home and in the army, I prefer home. I 

haven’t found a decent soldier around here but I seem to get along all right. Everywhere around 

one sees and hears much gambling and swearing. Tomorrow I start drilling and learn how to use 

my gas mask. We will also get in some shooting experience and many other maneuvers. 

I’d write more about the camp but all such news is censored. The officials are very strict 

about that. I expect to drill for about 4 weeks and then I hope to go to school for mechanics. In 

all I expect to be here about 8 weeks at the most, and from then on, I don’t know. 

The weather here is usually warm, especially when the sun shines. It rains about every 

other day. The soil is very sandy and the water soaks right through so that it never gets muddy. 

Well, I am getting sleepy. . . .have to get up at 6:15 new time. 

Yours,  

Pvt. S. H. Van Weelden. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Fort Benning, Georgia, 

First of all, I want to thank you for your swell encouraging letter. You can't imagine how 

much I appreciate getting a letter from a friend back home and I look forward to the letters which 

I receive from the fellows of the Young Men’s Society. . . . We have student cooks who do the 

cooking for us. These cooks are going to the school for cooks and bakers here at Fort Benning 

and they do slip up once in a while and burn whatever they are cooking. Of course, I would 



rather be home and be able to attend church and Young Men’s Society. But as long as I am in the 

Army, I will do the best I can for that is my Christian duty. I am getting along fine at school and 

I have only two more weeks until I can go back to Camp Livingston. In a way, I kind of hate to 

go back to Livingston, because I’ll have to live in a tent again, while here I am living in a swell 

brick barrack with steam heat. But 1 have all my friends in Camp Livingston and a place to go 

and spend an enjoyable Sunday at the home of Rev. and Mrs. Schaal, where I can be with my 

Christian friends and enjoy Christian fellowship. While I was in Camp Livingston, I spent my 

Sundays at the home of Rev. Boeve and later Rev. Schaal mid I attended the services that they 

held. Here at Fort Benning I first attended the services at the Post Chapel, but the sermons were 

very brief and modernistic. For the past four Sundays I have been going to Columbus, Ga., where 

I attended the services at the Methodist Church. I enjoy these services much more than those of 

the Chaplains here at Fort Benning, but they are nothing like the sermons I am used to hearing at 

home. The people at the Methodist Church are very friendly and I even had a taste of this 

Southern hospitality a few weeks ago when I and a friend were invited out to a chicken dinner. 

At school I have studied every part of an army motor vehicle and now I am doing the work 

that I will be required to do when I return to my organization. I think I am rather fortunate to be 

able to attend this school, it may help me when I can again return to civilian life and it has 

already given me a little extra pay in the army and I expect a better rating when I complete the 

course. 

I have heard about the success of the radio talks by Rev. Hoeksema and of the wonderful 

singing of the radio choir. I would also like to hear this program and I hope it isn’t too long until 

I get the opportunity to do so. It would be a wonderful thing if this program could be given over 

a nation-wide hook-up so that people all over the U. S. could hear the truth of God’s Sovereign 

Grace! 

 I have received copies of Beacon Lights. I think it is a wonderful magazine and I enjoy 

reading the various articles and the Bible Study Outlines very much. It is hard to find decent 

literature to read here in the Army Camps, and I always look forward to the next copy. I also get 

the Church News every week and a church bulletin, so I keep pretty well posted on what goes on 

in the church and society. 

Yours,  

Pvt. Henry Koster 
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