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This very old subject was the subject of the very first proclamation of God to man after 

the fall. It is the Word of God in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shall bruise its heel.” 

That same word of God continued to reveal in all history; it was fulfilled in the Old Testament 

dispensation, centrally in the cross, and in the history of the Kingdom of God on earth. This 

struggle which began at the dawn of history and which shall continue to the end of the present 

world is described to us in the Word of God; it is sometimes described in definite and detailed 

descriptions and sometimes it is implied in all the happenings that have taken place and shall 

take place. 

We know that the very ultimate explanation of all history is the glory of God in Christ. 

“All things were made by Him: and without Him was not anything made that was made.” 

However, the glory of Christ is revealed through the way of suffering, the cross, the way of a 

struggle. The struggle which underlies all struggles is that between the Christ of God and Satan, 

the prince of this world. We may speak of Totalitarianism and Democracy, or of the titanic 

struggle now going on in the world between social and political forces and breaking out in the 

present war. Nevertheless, the struggle now as well as in the crisis of history, the cross, is 

between the forces of Satan, the forces of darkness, and the Church of Jesus Christ. 

In a consideration of this conflict of the ages there is danger. To see Christ correctly is to 

see Satan correctly. To view Satan in the wrong light is to view Christ in the wrong light. 

Though there is conflict, though there are two forces, and though we speak of Christ versus 

Satan, there is nowhere in Cod’s Word the revelation that these forces are dualistically opposed 

to each other. Let us first consider the Satan and his warfare. Then we shall consider the Christ 

and His victory. 

Strange as it may seem, Satan has many names. All of these names are given him by God. 

Not one of them is a name that Satan himself assumes. Some of his names are: devil, evil spirit, 

destroyer, angel of the bottomless pit, prince of this world, roaring lion, adversary, Beelzebub, 

dragon, accuser, Lucifer, serpent, god of this world. Each one of these names tells us something 

of the evil nature of Satan. Just as God’s Word pictures to us the infinitely glorious perfections of 

our Lord Jesus Christ with such names as Lamb of God, Lion of Judah’s tribe, the Bright and 

Morning Star. Immanuel, The Prince of Peace, the Alpha and Omega, the King of kings, and 

Lord of lords, so God’s Word pictures to us the full measure of iniquity and wickedness that is in 

the devil. 

Of all these names, the name Satan is given to him most often. It explains his position 

and his nature more in general than do the other names. Satan means adversary. He always 

opposes God. The name of “the man of perdition" also expresses the same idea as Satan, that is. 

antichrist. The name, devil, literally means, he who throws against and therefore refers to Satan 

as the false accuser. the liar from the beginning. 

The other names given to Satan are more self-explanatory. Angel of the bottomless pit 

describes Satan as the angel of hell, the pit with no end of deserved punishment. Prince of this 

age, prince of darkness pictures him as the ruler of this present age as it is characterized by sin. 

Beelzebub is a name given the devil by the Jews. It meant lord of lies, or lord of filth and dung 

and was transferred by the Jews to Satan. Incidentally we see the contempt of the Jews for Christ 



when they said that by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils, He cast out devils. The names dragon 

and serpent are figurative expressions which refer to that detestable activity and desire to destroy 

even by the most evil cunning. 

The Bible, however, gives more than these vivid descriptions of Satan with these names. 

It tells us something about the origin of Satan, his nature, his activity, his position, now, and his 

punishment. 

Concerning the origin of Satan Scripture is almost silent. From a few passages it is 

possible to say that he is a fallen angel, and that his sin is pride. There are the following passages 

to which we refer: Jude 6: II Peter 2:4; John 8:44; I Timothy 3:6. We know too, from Scripture, 

that the angels are creatures of God as well as men. We can only conjecture, however, about the 

time in which they were created. It seems that Scripture implies in Job 38:7 that the angel world 

was created upon the first day of creation when the heavens were created and that therefore they 

were created before man. 

Satan was certainly chief among the angel world. This is shown from the fact that other 

angels fell with him and also from the fact that he waged war in heaven with Michael and his 

angels. That he was an angel tells us something about his nature. Angels are ministering spirits. 

Satan is an evil spirit; he is therefore not bound to time and space as man is. Nor is he material, 

composed of body and soul. Neither is he omnipresent. He does not possess the attributes of 

God. Nevertheless, because he is spirit, we can say he does not grow old and die a temporal 

death. Because he is a spirit who has fallen he can never be converted and saved. Created perfect 

by God, he upon an act of his own will became unchangeably filled with hatred against God. 

Satan and his evil spirits are now always filled with enmity, filled with falsehood instead of truth, 

selfishness instead of love; hatred and malice have become elements of their active being. “He is 

a liar from the beginning," says Jesus, “and whatsoever he speaketh he speaketh of himself.” 

Sinning and doing evil have become the moral necessity of his moral nature, just as love and 

holiness are the workings of the natures of the elect angels. “God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind” can be applied to Satan and his hordes of reprobate minds. As a fountain that is poisonous, 

impure, polluted, can only bring forth polluted water, so is Satan impure, and only capable of 

bubbling forth corruption and hatred. 

Because God delivered Satan up to reprobate malice, envy, and hatred against Himself, 

the living God, for His own glory we see the activity of Satan in the history of the world. Satan 

personally enters upon every major scene. Each one tells us of his struggle, the conflict of the 

ages. 

It is important to picture these scenes. The first scene is in paradise. Satan filled with hatred 

against God desired that God’s creature, the crown of creation, might turn against his sovereign 

Maker and serve him, the devil. If these questions were raised: did Satan witness God’s creation 

of Adam and Eve? and, did he perceive God’s purpose in making man a little lower than the 

angels in order to crown him with glory and honor in Christ, that is, did he know of the Christ, 

the first-born of every creature? the answers could not be given. We would be inclined to say not 

at all. But it shows us how much lies beyond the narrative of Genesis 3. We know only of the 

actions as they happened in paradise and that according to plan Satan seduced Eve and Adam to 

turn against God. 

Upon that beginning of Satan’s activity in the dawn of history we also read of God’s 

announcement that the struggle shall continue. Enmity was established by God. From that time 

on Satan continued his work. He is called a murderer from the beginning. Cain’s murder was 

from darkness, from Satan. It was the seed of the serpent bruising the heel of Christ, the seed of 



the woman. There is the later struggle against the church at the time of Enoch. At the time of Job 

Satan appears among the sons of God as an accuser of Job, and is given the power to afflict Job. 

The struggle of the whole old dispensation is pictured in Revelations 12 as the attempt of the 

dragon to devour the seed, Christ, that is to be brought forth by the woman. In the fulness of time 

God sent His Son into the world. And. Satan was there in person marshalling all his forces in his 

struggle to destroy the Christ, More than at any other time in the history of the world does Satan 

become active. First there is the attempt to kill the Child when he finds out it has been born. The 

result was a wailing and lamenting in Bethlehem—Rachael weeping for her children. Though 

later Christ was led into the wilderness to be tempted of Satan, the devil was there with all his 

cunning and attempted three times to cause the Christ to leave the way of obedience. Though the 

devil was defeated in his every attempt, we read significantly in Luke that the devil left Jesus, 

but not for long. His desire was by no means diminished. Everywhere there were the powers of 

darkness manifested at the time of Christ’s ministry on earth. There were more possessed with 

demons than at any other time. Satanic power was revealed in the Jews, in the leaders of the 

people, who plotted from the beginning of His ministry to do away with Him. Satanic power was 

revealed in the disciples. In Judas the devil entered. Even in Simon Peter, one of the most 

intimate of Jesus’ disciples, the devil was manifested. For Jesus said to Peter, “Get thee behind 

me, Satan”. With Judas Christ forced the issue with the devil when He said, “what thou doest, do 

quickly.” Shortly before we read Satan had entered into Judas. Finally upon the cross 

in the most-crucial moment of His suffering there was the attempt of Satan to cause Christ to 

leave the way of obedience and suffering. In the Jews and the soldiers there was the attempt with 

the words, “Come down from the cross if thou be the Son of God.” 

Now in the New Testament dispensation Satan is still active. Repeatedly we are warned 

of Satanic powers. The apostle Peter warns the church to watch and pray because the adversary, 

the devil, goeth about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 

It is true, Satan, that old serpent, is bound in this dispensation, this period of a thousand 

years, according to Revelations 20. But it is also time that he goeth about raging and foaming, 

planning and devising how to destroy the church. Revelations 20 refers very definitely to the 

binding of Satan so that he may not deceive the nations of the four quarters of the earth, Gog and 

Magog. And even in this chapter in Revelations it is plainly stated that that is only for a thousand 

years and that afterward Satan shall be loosed to deceive the nations. We are now approaching 

the time when the action of the nations of the four corners will be unleashed. It seems that now 

they are no longer deceived. They are awakening and have only now to learn the methods of 

western civilization which they do so rapidly. 

Remember, throughout history it is the avowed purpose of Satan to destroy the Christ and 

His Church! Let that not be forgotten in this present struggle. Let us remember, too, that he uses 

every means, that God gives him, and every device he can imagine. The lie and the truth are 

employed, persuasion and flattery as well as condemnation and destruction. Lying, slandering, 

temptation, murder, and foul play of all kinds are his strategy. 

However, be not dismayed, there is a punishment reserved for Satan and his demons. The 

beast and the false prophet and them that worshipped his image shall be cast alive into a lake of 

fire burning with brimstone. So shall the devil that deceived them also be cast in the lake of fire 

and brimstone. This final punishment of Satan and therefore the end of his power, his final defeat 

brings us to the Christ and His victory. The question of the power of Satan and the struggle of 

Satan is answered finally when we see the Christ in His power and victory. 

With relation to Satan, how must we understand the Christ of God? Must we look upon 



Christ as sent of God only to obtain the victory over Satan? Many answer this question in the 

affirmative explicitly or implicitly. May our faith not suffer such shipwreck! 

Let us see Christ as the Firstborn of every creature. Before the world was, Christ was. 

Before Satan was Christ is, was, and shall be. The Almighty eternal God with a will, glorious in 

its perfection and sovereignly free in its execution, did not first will Satan and thereupon as 

second thought to remedy the fall of Satan will Christ. Eternally Christ was the Word of God, 

was God. He willed eternally to assume our human nature and in that perfect union of two 

natures in the one Person of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. To be sure, all things are to 

the glory of God. But that glory is revealed in the way of Christ, the Head over all things. 

In Ephesians 1:9-10 the apostle Paul expresses that truth which is an eye-opener, a key to 

many conceptions of Scripture. We read, “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will, 

according to His good pleasure, which He hath purposed in Himself. That in the dispensation of 

the fulness of time He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 

and which are on earth, even in Him.” Concisely, beautifully it is stated here as it is also in other 

passages. For another example we take Colossians 1:16: “For by Him were all things created, 

that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 

dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him and for Him.” Do you 

read with me, Satan was created by and for Christ and His Church to the glory of God the 

Father? 

What a view of reality that revelation of the mystery gives us. It not only places us upon a 

mountain to see the earthly land of Canaan, but it causes us to look upward into the very 

heavens. We do not stand on Mount Nebo; we stand with John on Patmos and see heaven opened 

to us. The mystery of God and His Christ is opened to us by faith. 

We see Christ victorious from the beginning. Though in the developing history it does 

not always seem that way, by faith we believe and see it. It often seems as frightening as it is 

pictured in Revelations 12. The dragon stands over-against a helpless woman about to bring forth 

a man child. Even when it is brought forth she must flee into the wilderness and the wounded 

dragon still struggles. 

By faith, however, even in apparent defeat we see glorious victory. We see the Christ 

victorious in paradise. God thunders victory, “I will establish. . . .” We see the victory in the 

cross, the general victory. The powers, methods, and purposes of the Satan were laid bare. The 

Christ is shown in all His glory to the Father. In hell, suffering the agonies of hell, He was 

victorious. That takes us to the real understanding of the victory. The victory was Christ’s 

eternally, always. The Satan only brought out the victory in more perfect light. God crucified His 

Christ through Satan, His tool, to bring out His glory. The more Satan struggled the more God’s 

“work shown. He did shine as the light. But, “men loved darkness rather than light.” They 

comprehended it not. “But as many as receive him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 

God, even to them that believe on his name.” 

Already the beautiful character of Christ’s work has been implied in the preceding. The 

real work that was Christ’s, that was in Abel, in Abraham, in the apostles, in the martyrs, in those 

who died in the faith, in us, is. . . . obedience! Obedience. Adam disobeyed. Christ obeyed. He 

came to do the will of His Father who sent Him. “Be of good cheer,” Christ the anointed 

comforted the disciples “I have overcome the world”. 

Finally, we must see this victory in us and for us. This is the victory that overcometh the 

world. Christ has caused us to have the victory too with Him by giving us faith, and obedience of 

faith. John says, I have written unto you, young men, because we are strong, and the Word of 



God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.” 
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