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Among the books and magazines that constitute our reading material, it happens not 

infrequently that we run across something that is too deep, something beyond our 

comprehension. There are several factors which might make a book or article difficult to read. 

The subject matter treated may be very profound — dealing perhaps with philosophy or 

theology. Or the material treated may be something that is very remote to us, something about 

which we have never studied or read about or even scarcely heard about: then we have no past 

experience of the subject which we can associate with our reading, and the material is not only 

foreign to us but is liable to be uninteresting. A dry discussion on some topic may also be very 

difficult to read, not so much because the material itself is so hard to read, but because it seems 

almost impossible to concentrate on something that is uninteresting. 

It is also possible that a book written about some subject in which we might be interested 

is written in a very heavy style; the language used is far beyond us, so that we have to look up 

the meaning of too many words; and the sentences and paragraphs may be too long and intricate 

so that we cannot follow the author's thoughts. But very often the reading matter which we 

designate as “too deep” is a book or article pertaining to a religious subject. We then use the 

excuse that the reading is too difficult for us, but what we mean is that it is not of interest. We 

are so carnal that we can understand almost anything that deals with business, finance, 

entertainment, or other worldly subjects, but when it comes to understanding a book or article 

written about spiritual things it is too difficult for us. We might as well confess that—we are 

concerned with the things of this earth. 

Now the problem is: Suppose that difficult reading matter is of interest to us. Not all of it 

is of value for us: for example, a profound philosophical dissertation has no value for most of us. 

But often the material has great value; for example, it is very necessary for us to know 

explanations of difficult parts of Scripture and to understand them, and it is also very essential 

that we read discussions about the Reformed truth and that we understand that truth. What should 

be our attitude toward such difficult material? 

There is a very simple way out of the difficulty—to cast the book aside and never look at 

it again. That is the easiest way out, but I do not think it is the right way. 

The book may still be very worthwhile for us even if we think we cannot grasp it. It may 

even be necessary for us to read it. And so, by following the path of least resistance we may be 

missing something. 

As a result of taking the easiest way out of the difficulty we gradually weaken our 

character. It is never good to stop part way on something we are doing unless it is something 

wrong that we began to do. Once we fail to persevere, there is great danger of failing a second 

time. And also, failure to persevere in reading a book will lead to lack of perseverance in other 

things. Failure to put forth real effort makes us slovenly and careless. Besides, when we pass up 

every book or article that is a bit difficult, we limit ourselves to reading material which is of a 

lighter nature, and we become superficial. 

There is a correct attitude to assume in regard to that difficult book or article. Instead of 

giving up right away, why not keep on reading a while? Perhaps after we become accustomed to 

certain types of books they won’t be so hard to read anymore. Read patiently, and then put the 

book aside, not permanently, but with the intention of taking it up again. If the material treated is 



foreign it is a good idea to obtain some supplementary material on the subject, material which 

may throw light on the subject which we are trying to read about. 

One more thing to remember is to read prayerfully, especially when reading material 

related to Scripture, and the Kingdom of God. We are not able to understand spiritual things 

spiritually except through prayer. 

Talking over the problem with others who have read the article or book and perhaps 

understood it better than we did very often helps to solve the problem. Or discussing the matter 

with others who share in the difficulty may help all concerned to understand it better. 

By all means don’t give up. Let us put forth genuine effort. Things that require effort are 

usually the only things worthwhile. 
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