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According to the theory of evolution all things gradually developed from an original cell 

of fiery mist. The organic creation developed from inorganic matter, the animals from the plants, 

man from the animal. This is contradicted with regard to the world of plants by Gen. 1:11, 12. 1. 

Because the plant is presented as having been called forth out of the earth directly by the Word 

of God. 2. Because not the seed, nor any preformation of the plant was first created, but the 

finished plant, yielding seed. 3. Because the text states repeatedly that the plants yield seed and 

fruit after their kind. This means that by the ordinance of creation they are so limited that 

development from one species into another is precluded. 

What Purpose do the Heavenly Luminaries Serve? 

The purpose the heavenly luminaries were to serve is, according to Scripture: 1. To 

divide the light from the darkness. By this is meant the light of day and the darkness of the night, 

especially as it is on our earth. There is a continuous dividing line between the day and the night 

on the earth, determined by the earth’s relation to the sun and its rotation around its axis. 2. To 

give light upon the earth. This includes all that is implied in the light as an indispensable 

condition for all life. 3. To rule the day (the sun), and the night (the moon). This implies many 

influences of the sun and of the moon on our earth and its life: diffusion of light and heat, forma-

tion of clouds and rain, causing winds and storms, tides in the ocean, etc. It also implies the in-

fluence on all life of plants, animals and man. 4. Finally, they are said to be for a. Signs, both 

ordinary (the different quarters of the heavens, signs of the weather, etc.) and extraordinary 

(symbols, judgments). b. Seasons: different periods determining and regulating the life of the 

creatures: time for sowing and harvesting, for the breeding of animals, for the migration of birds, 

etc. c. Days and years: i.e. the division and calculation of time is determined by the heavenly 

luminaries. 

We must bear in mind that the entire presentation of the creation of the heavenly 

luminaries and of their purpose is given from the viewpoint of their significance for the earth. 

What is meant by the solar system? 

By the solar system is meant the system of stars that revolve around the sun including the 

latter as well as the moon and other satellites. Beginning as close at home as possible, we first of 

all take a look at our moon. 

 1. The moon. It belongs to the earth, follows it around the sun, and at the same time makes 

its own circuit around the earth. It can easily be observed through the telescope, for it is 

comparatively near the earth, about 210,000 miles distant. If we could take a trip to the moon we 

would find a rather desolate picture, according to astronomers, mountains higher than our 

Rockies, desolate plains and dormant craters. If we would stay a month, we would find that there 

is day of 354 hours, with a temperature at noon of about 300 degrees F. This is followed by a 

night of the same length, in which the temperature drops to 200 below freezing. In that night the 

earth would appear as a beautiful moon, 15 times larger than our moon. 

 2. The planets. The system of stars that, like the earth, (and including it) revolve around the 

sun. 

Eight planets are usually considered, though a few others have been discovered recently. 

The four that are nearest to the sun are: Mercury. Venus, the earth, Mars, Outside of Mars there 

are hundreds of smaller bodies (asteroids). And finally, there are four more distant and gigantic 



planets: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune. 

Mercury is nearest to the sun and is subject to tremendous heat. It completes its course 

around the sun in 88 days (its year), and runs at a speed of 30 miles per second. 

Venus lies on its axis, so that the same side is always turned toward us. For 100 days it is 

our evening star, and then for the same period it is our morning star, according as it sets before or 

after the rising of the sun. It completes its course around the sun in 220 days. 

Then follows our Earth, about 93,000,000 miles from the sun, with a year of a little over 

365 days. Its axis slants at an angle of 23 1/2 degrees, causing our seasons. 

Outside of our orb runs the planet Mars. It is seven times smaller than our earth. Its year 

is about twice the length of our year. And it has two small moons. 

Then follows Jupiter, which is a few hundred million miles away from us, is 1400 times 

as large as our earth: its year is 10, 455 days, and its day and night are ten hours together. 

Saturn is our next neighbor: it is 700 times as large as the earth, completes its circuit 

around the sun in 25,000 days and is followed by six large and beautiful moons. 

The farther they are away from us the less we know about our neighbors in space. Uranus 

is said to be 80 times the size of our earth, and Neptune is calculated to be about 2,700 million 

miles away from the sun! 
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