
From a Soldier's Correspondence... 
Various 

 

Camp Livingston, LA 

December 7, 1941 

 

Dear ..........  

I’m sorry that I waited so long to answer your letter...... but I made up my mind that I 

wasn’t going to spend all of my time in answering correspondence. You know the first six 

months that 1 was here I spent every night until midnight writing letters. I’ve found that it really 

is foolish for me to try and return an answer to every letter. 

My work down here is just about the same. I have discharged 12 men in the past 2 weeks. 

Besides that, I have each man’s record to take care of and the payrolls for each month. . .. The 

furloughs also take up quite a bit of my time but I would rather have it that way to make the time 

go faster. 

Today has been an exciting day for all of us. Everyone is sitting on top of his radio 

listening to the reports that have come over the air regarding the Japanese situation. It really 

looks bad. We haven’t had any orders yet on account of it being Sunday but I presume that by 

tomorrow we will be getting some information as to what is what. 

Well...... 

Sincerely, 

  

* * * * * 

 

Camp Livingston, LA 

January 7, 1942 

 

Boy, it’s cold down here. There was ice almost thick enough for me to stand on this 

morning. We are still in Camp where we can keep warm. The fellows that are out on guard duty 

get pretty cold at times…. We really don’t know anything as to what their plans are but I have a 

feeling that we will stay in this Camp for a long time for perhaps this will be our Training 

Center. ... If we stay in this Camp I expect to be able to come home on a furlough soon…. 

Sincerely yours, 

Corp. John Wierenga, 

Hq. Det.. 1st Bn., 126 Inf. 

 

****** 

 

Gardner Field, Taft, CA 

January 11, 1942 

 

Dear..... 

As you perhaps know by now, I have been transferred from Camp Grant to Gardner 

Field, California. The change was very rapid and not to my personal liking. But you know how 

much individual desires are catered to in the army. 

My work is limited entirely to the Dental Clinic as an assistant, work which I enjoy very 



much. The hours are ideal, and better still, the environment is as good as could be found in the 

service. 

This morning I attended the service at the chapel and really enjoyed it very much. Even 

though the Chaplain is of different doctrinal belief, I believe we can still obtain much from his 

sermons. The message this morning was very timely: “Be ye not afraid of those who can kill the 

body, but fear God who can kill both the body and soul.” 

Sincerely, 

Pvt. C. Doezema 

Dent. Med. Dept 

 

****** 

 

Great Lakes, IL  

January 18, 1942 

 

Dear ..........  

We were expected to go to church services this morning, but there are so many fellows 

here that there wasn't room for all of us. During the church-hour a special flag is flown and while 

it is up we are not allowed to smoke, have the radio on, or play any games. 

We have swell barracks, with twenty-one men in our section. All facilities are in the 

building—radios, lounges, etc. It is kept very clean: hardwood floors are waxed once every 

week. 

We got here about 10 o’clock Friday morning and after dinner we had another stiff 

medical exam. Following our exam, we received our uniform and outfit: 2 white suits, 2 blue 

suits, 3 caps, 6 pairs of socks, 12 handkerchiefs, 4 suits of underwear and 2 pairs of shoes: 1 pair 

black and 1 pair gym shoes. Besides this clothing we were given heavy blankets, a mattress and 

pillow for our hammock. 

The first night I was here I had to go watch in the barracks from 10 to 12:00. From now 

on the watches will be for 4 hours each. I get a watch assignment tomorrow. 

We get plenty to eat… 

Yours, 

William Veldkamp, 

U. S. N., Tr. School 

Co. 53 
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