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The Catechism and the Society. 

Both have a place in the life of the Covenant youth of the Church, yet how different the 

one is from the other. 

Catechism attendance is to a great extent compulsory, while the attendance of the young 

people’s society is a matter of choice. Non-confessing members of the Church are obligated to 

attend the Catechism classes faithfully, even upon the insistence of the consistory. Even 

confessing members are urged to avail themselves of the opportunity to attend an adult Bible 

Class. While, on the other hand, it is left to the individual whether or not he cares to be a member 

of a certain society. Not as if Christian youth attends Catechism against its will, merely because 

it is an obligation, nor as if he feels justified in ignoring all other Church activities and refusing 

to join a society. Quite the contrary, the Christian young man or woman who enjoys studying the 

Word of God in the Catechism also freely enlists into the ranks of the society and makes the best 

member. But the distinction remains, the first is compulsory, the second is a matter of choice. 

There is also this difference that the Catechism class is made up of a group of young 

people, either non-confessing or confessing members of the congregation, who are of 

approximately the same age and therefore study the same material together. The society is an 

organization made up of members who have joined by personal choice. They have their 

constitution, their by-laws, their officers, their time and place of meeting, and everything that is 

necessary for a well- organized group. The one is a class conducted by an instructor, the other is 

a society in which all take an active part. 

The difference is even more marked than that. The instructor in the Catechism is 

appointed by the consistory to instruct the class in an official capacity. Most generally he is none 

other than the pastor who performs this work as a part of his pastoral labors. That makes the 

instruction an official ministry of the Word by the minister who is mandated of Christ to preach 

and to teach, while the society is led by the president who is chosen by the members and merely 

presides over the meeting. The evening is spent in discussions and in delivering a program, in 

both of which the members take part. In brief, the instruction the Catechism is official ministry 

of the Word, while in the society all labor together for the mutual edification of the members. 

There is still one more difference that cannot escape us. And that is the difference of 

subject matter. The Catechist makes it his task to supply the spiritual and religious training of the 

Covenant youth. Sound doctrine is taught according to the Word of God, the errors of false 

doctrine are exposed and refuted, young men and women are prepared for their place in the 

Church. The society, too, busies itself with the Word of God, but rather takes various portions of 

Scripture into a general discussion and views all subjects and problems in the light of the 

Scriptures. The advantage of the former is that the instruction in the Catechism is given by one 

who is qualified and has especially prepared himself for his task. It lays a foundation upon which 

the youth of the Church can build. While the advantage of the latter is that everyone has an 

opportunity to speak his mind on problems of a more practical nature which may be raised in the 

society. Especially in these times of international unrest many new and peculiar problems 

confront us on every hand. Preparedness, especially Christian preparedness is the order of the 

day, that we may boldly challenge any problem that confronts us and prepare a united front 

against any and every foe of darkness that may assail us. 



We need our Catechism and our societies. Each has its own place and task. Especially the 

Catechism, which is often slighted in our discussions, is worthy of our consideration. But more 

about this the next time. 
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