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The books you choose to read will be dependent in a very great measure upon the kind of 

person you are, and upon your personal interests. If you are interested in theology, much of your 

reading material will be devoted to that subject. If you are interested in education, many of the 

books you read will be educational in character. You may also have various other interests, and 

you will read accordingly. 

The matter of choosing reading material becomes simpler if one first has a subject in 

mind. Have you ever gone to a library with merely the vague purpose in mind of finding 

something to read, and after studying title after title, returned home without a book? You had no 

definite aim, and not a book in the library attracted your interest. You can save yourself much 

time and work by first deciding what you want to read. 

The problem is, How can we develop certain good interests? And then, how can we select 

good books? There are several ways, I believe, of developing certain tastes for reading and of 

learning to select the right kind of books. 

One way is to discuss books in your societies. A society member who gives a review of a 

book for the after-recess program may very well induce many other members to read it, or his 

report of it might cause some to decide not to read it. In either case the review has been useful. A 

society can even make a book list of its own and gradually add to it as more books are read and 

judged as to whether the society should recommend them. 

Talking about books with your friends is also very helpful. Besides giving you something 

worthwhile to talk about, conversation about books often leads you to read things you never 

would have desired to read. A friend’s interest in a book may very well awake your interest. 

There are several reading lists which can be used as guides for selection of books. Church 

libraries very often publish book lists which are available for those who wish to have aid or 

suggestions for reading. Colleges also provide such lists. Of course, these lists are not always 

dependable, and can be very definitely misleading in providing Christian reading material, but 

they can be of help to those who know how to judge. 

You yourself can look for certain things in examining a book which you are 

contemplating to read. The title of a book often reveals something of the contents; however, a 

title alone is never enough to tell you whether or not to read it. Many books have a preface which 

tells the reader something of the life of the author or of the author’s purpose in writing the book 

itself and might determine for you if the book is worthy of your attention. Another thing to 

examine before choosing a certain book, is the table of contents, which informs you about the 

general outline and theme, and also by the chapter headings tells you whether the book is 

interesting or striking. 

There are some books, I believe, which we should all own and keep on our bookshelf for 

continued study, reference, and enjoyment. The Bible is, of course, found on every one of our 

book shelves and we need not emphasize again that it should be read daily for our personal 

instruction and spiritual enjoyment. An authoritative church history should also find a place 

there, for we all should have a thorough knowledge of church history and should have available a 

dependable reference on that subject. Biographies of such church leaders and reformers as 

Martin Luther and John Calvin and others are also valuable. Also, and this can be called a 

necessity, a good Bible commentary is invaluable for preparation for society studies. For the 



same purpose, a good Concordance also is very desirable. Some world and national history 

books and perhaps a few biographies of your choice will also find a place in that bookshelf. Then 

there must be other books of your personal preference that you will want for yourself. 

We should not minimize the importance of finding means of selecting good books to 

read. It is not enough to read! In some cases it is better not to read at all. In order to read good 

books, we must first choose them. 
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