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At the business meeting of our last Convention a transaction of major importance was 

made which I did not like. I hope hereby to air my personal opinions, and, if possible, to hear 

further comment by other young people. 

The matter in question is in regard to the joining of leagues with our Protestant Reformed 

Young People’s Federation. Frankly, I am wholeheartedly in disagreement with the proposed 

idea that would allow a league of societies to join our Federation as a league. It is my impression 

that in respect to this matter a “mountain is being made out of a molehill”. For, after all, in reality 

there is in our circles only one “League” at the present time. The distinction made between 

“east” and “west” cannot be applied to the situation as far as the Federation and the Western 

League are concerned today. The admission of Manhattan, not to mention Pella and Oskaloosa, 

nor even South Holland or Oaklawn, eliminates the possibility that the term “league” could be 

applied to our Federation. 

The suggestion our northwestern Iowa and Minnesota societies had in mind, namely, that 

two leagues be formed and the two leagues together should form a federation is therefore 

impossible. This might be a good suggestion if it were possible for all of our societies to join a 

league of that description. But, as things are today, where do our outlying societies come in? Dis-

tance makes it impossible for Manhattan, Redlands, Bellflower, Pella, and Oskaloosa to 

effectively belong to such an organization. It certainly is not fair to ask us to hang on to the apron 

strings of a Federation composed of two leagues located in northwestern Iowa and in the vicinity 

of Grand Rapids. 

To admit a league of societies as such into our Federation means that many difficulties 

will arise that would make a simple problem a very troublesome one. For example, how is this 

league to come in, as a league only, with its representation based on that fact, or will it have a 

voice in the common affairs both as a league and as it is composed of different societies? Neither 

way would prove satisfactory. 

There is, as it appears to me, only one way in which this thing can be worked out. Our 

Federation should consist only of our different societies, and from them should come the 

delegates to our annual Convention. As individual societies, we should all join the PRYPF. Then, 

let us form as many leagues as is desirable. But these leagues are not to be given any voice in the 

Federation. If there is a request or suggestion a certain league wishes to bring to the attention of 

the Federation this could be done in the form of advice brought by letter or by committee. 

I am sure that some plan of this sort would work out very favorably, and would prove to 

give justice to all. I would like to suggest that the committee which has this matter in its hands 

presents a plan of this sort at our next Convention. In the meantime, let us have more discussion 

on this subject. Perhaps someone has a still better plan. The discussion could be continued 

throughout the summer, if necessary by means of Our Church News. 

There is one thing that 1 would like to reemphasize. That is the fact that all of our 

societies should be represented in the Federation of Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Societies. There is no reason why this cannot be done. Come in, Bellflower and Redlands! It is 

not only pleasant to go to the Convention, but it is also our duty to go. There is nothing that can 

bolster our feeling of unity as Protestant Reformed Churches more than by taking an active part 

in the activities of our own Federation. 
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