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We are created as Covenant creatures, who have need of reflecting God’s own Covenant 

life in the midst of this world. A hermit is an abnormality: his position no normal person would 

adopt by free choice. 

We need contact with others by that very natural impulse to exchange ideas, opinions and 

other friendly intimacies. An opportunity to express one’s thoughts is like the steam valve on a 

boiler. An attentive ear of a friend into which we pour our confidences and our secrets is like the 

rushing river which sweeps them away and buries them in the fathomless depth of the ocean. A 

word of counsel at the proper time is like a lifeline thrown out to a drowning swimmer. 

That fellowship in the Church bears the expressive name of “communion of saints”. In 

the Church, the Body of Christ, all the believers are most intimately related to their Head, Christ 

Jesus, and thereby also inseparably and indispensably related to one another. One life fills all the 

members of the Body; one faith, one hope, one doctrine. Together they are united in the service 

of one God and Father, Who is above all and through all and in all. Together they have the same 

battle of faith, the same pilgrimage through a world in which they are strangers, the same strug-

gles, the same problems. 

Especially the youth of the church have need of fellowship with one another. Standing at 

the threshold of the future, they make some of the most important decisions of a lifetime which 

will determine their whole life as it lies before them. It is but a natural impulse, and, therefore, a 

mark of the spiritual life within them, that they seek Christian fellowship with one another. 

Society life is that, but it is more. It is also a Privilege. 

One of the attractive features of society life is that it is not compulsory. No one is forced 

to attend society. No one is drafted to this particular field of service. Only those who 

spontaneously enlist are inducted into this division of the army. 

It is a privilege to join the ranks of the volunteers, where slackers are not wanted and 

where the morale can always be kept high. It is, no less, a pleasure to be in the company of those 

who take a mutual interest in the study of the Word of God, who are eagerly willing to discuss 

the vital issues of the day and the problems that confront any serious-minded young man or 

woman. 

It is a privilege to make your friends from a group of that kind; to establish a real 

friendship which can weather every storm and become more firmly rooted as the years go by. 

It is even that, but it is still more. It is also of lasting Benefit. 

Two persons exchange ideas and both profit by it. They keep their own ideas and add 

those of the other to their store. 

“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” 

The seeds that are sown in the early years of our life will continue to produce a harvest 

throughout the years to come. Many of our older people can assure us that they received their 

first training and acquired their first experience in spiritual activities in their own young people's 

societies. Small efforts which are wisely invested, now will bring big dividends in the future. 

By the way, the Standard Bearer is undertaking to discuss some of the vital issues of our 

day in the light of the Word of God. Many practical, everyday problems, such as drama, the 

movies, Christian entertainment, unions, socialism, and the like, are being viewed from a 

Protestant Reformed aspect. Since these matters are also of vital importance to every Protestant 



Reformed young man and woman they make splendid material for after-recess discussion. This 

can even be done by making use of the articles as they appear in the Standard Bearer. 

Now that the societies are once more well under way, let us all put forth every effort to 

make the most of them. 

You are leaders of tomorrow. On you rests the responsibility of the Church of the future. 

Now is the time of preparation. 
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