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Now that war has become a grim reality also for us in America we face new and graver 

perils than ever before. 

The number of draftees will increase with leaps and bounds also in our circles. Many 

young men who have been deferred will now be called into service, others who were not 

considered eligible will now be reclassified. Many homes will see one or two, or possibly even 

more boys drawn into the service. And if the war lasts any length of time the number of recruits 

will continue to grow. 

Army life will now take on its full significance for a number of our boys. They will be 

serving in coast defense, or may even be sent out into the possessions in the Pacific or to foreign 

soil. Many of them will be engaged in active warfare. Moreover, they will be cut off now more 

than ever from contact with friends and relatives at home. And with that all, wickedness and 

licentiousness will be rampant round about them. War tends to release, rather than to check, the 

pent-up emotions and passions of the human heart. According to a recent report a mere fifteen 

percent of the men in the army did not visit brothels, and that because they were either “married, 

engaged, fearful or disinterested.” The shocking part of this report is that religion or principle is 

not even considered as one of the possible reasons for abstaining from all forms of prostitution. 

May that be the fundamental reason with our boys in the army, because that is the only reason 

that actually holds weight and is able to make them strong in the face of temptation. 

Even at home many already fear the perils of war. In times-past death stalked the battle 

fields, counting among its prey mainly those who were engaged in actual warfare. Today even 

the civilian population, especially along the coast, must be on the alert. No one knows where 

perils lurk, when, where and how suddenly death will strike. 

And in all this, who can predict the outcome of the war, or the aftermath that may follow, 

particularly for the Church? 

Yet there is no occasion to stand aghast as if some strange thing had come upon us. 

Surely we have the revelation of the Word of God that cannot be misunderstood on this point. No 

more is there occasion that our hearts should be troubled. We who believe in God believe also 

that Christ has entered the Father House with its many mansions to prepare a place for us there. 

According to His own promise He will return, even with the clouds of the heavens, in signs and 

wonders in the heavens and upon the earth. 

In God’s keeping we are just as safe on the battlefield as in our homes. Just as safe in a 

complete blackout amid shrieking sirens as under the serene and starry sky. Israel's Keeper never 

slumbers nor sleeps. Therefore, “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my 

God, in Him will I trust.” 

Psalm 91 takes on a new and richer significance for us today. I do well to read it 

prayerfully each day. 
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