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The literary simplicity of this book is due to the fact that it was translated from the 

Chinese by two young girls who studied in the United States, and I imagine we would appreciate 

the book far more if it were able to read it in the original language. But even in its simple, rather 

childish form, it makes very interesting reading because of the information it gives about 

Chinese customs and way of life. The title of the book refers chiefly to the part that the author 

played in the Chinese revolution and the fighting against the Japanese, and secondly to her whole 

life, which was a rebellion against the ancient customs and superstitions of her fathers. 

Revolution against authority, even if we are inclined to sympathize with it, is decidedly 

unbiblical. Most books which are written about revolutions, first picture to us some great 

oppression by a government or by an upper class, and then the courage and bravery of those who 

rebel, and our sympathy is naturally with the rebels. That is also the case in this book, but we 

need not let our feelings run away with our convictions. 

One need not be sharp to determine that the author is an atheist, a rebel against God as 

well as man. She attended a missionary school for a while when she was still but a young girl, 

and was forced to quit because “she could not believe in God”. 

The merit of the book is in the picture it gives of the Chinese people and of their heathen 

customs and superstitions. Nowadays we read so often about the Chinese that it is well to 

acquaint ourselves a bit with the ways of a people that is so strange to us. 
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