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How beautifully these two words express your relationship Covenant Youth to God, vour 

Creator, your King. Beautiful the expression is because, to the Child of God who is well 

acquainted with the Scriptures, it is very picturesque. Mention the word stewardship and the 

scriptural passages speaking of stewards and stewardship flash before the mind and you see a 

picture of the king’s palace. And there he sees his stewards serving him in royal pomp and 

dignity. No slavery, no servitude, no despicable, dishonorable toil is indicated by this expression. 

To the child of God, it suggests serving the king in his abode. I hasten to add, serving The King, 

because it is Jehovah, the Almighty Creator of all things, Lord of Lord’s and King of Kings, the 

God of all glory whom we serve as stewards. For, note, it is Christian Stewardship of which we 

speak. Beautiful the expression is also because it attributes to God the honor and praise due His 

name. It acknowledges man to be the servant and confesses God to be the Master. It also 

acknowledges God to be the king and attributes to us our rightful relationship of servants. It 

exalts God, the Creator, and leaves man, where he rightfully belongs and is, the creature made to 

serve His Creator. 

 

A COVENANT PRIVILEGE. 

The principle thought in stewardship is that we are placed over certain things to employ 

them to the best of our ability in the service of their rightful owner. By it we understand that 

relationship of service in which various things are entrusted to our care and for which we are 

responsible. Need I suggest to you Joseph as he was the overseer in Potiphar's house? All of 

Potiphar's goods were entrusted to Joseph to use to the best of his ability in Potiphar's service. He 

was Potiphar's steward. But we are God's stewards. He has entrusted various things unto our care 

which we must use to serve Him to the best of our ability. We are His stewards whom He has 

placed upon this earth with all its riches, all its creatures, yet, with all that it contains. And these 

He has entrusted to our care demanding of us that we use them, not to serve ourselves, but to 

serve Him. That is one principle we must remember. As stewards of God we must employ all 

that which He entrusts to our care to serve, honor and glorify Him. The man who uses these to 

serve self is exulting himself (of course, only in his thoughts, not in reality) to the state of king 

and not steward. 

To be a steward of God, employing all He has entrusted to us to His honor and glory, is a 

covenant privilege. In that covenant relationship we were created. We were created in God's 

image, as rational moral creatures with true knowledge. righteousness and holiness, and by virtue 

of it, His friend-servants. And a glorious creation He entrusted to our care which our first parents 

Adam and Eve did use to serve Him. But you know the consequent history. Scripture has 

informed you of man’s rebellion, how he rose up in revolt, seized and ate the forbidden fruit and 

by his action said, “I will use this for my own good. I will be like God, knowing good and evil. I 

will no more be steward: I will be king." And in him we rebelled and our nature is still a 

rebellious one. But, thanks be to God in Christ Jesus, we, His covenant people, are re-created. 

The Spirit of Christ stills that rebellious spirit and implants within us the spirit of obedience. We 

are born again, once more to be stewards. What a privilege. For it is not our work. Our fellow 

men round about us are no stewards of God, not able to, not willing to, not able to be willing to 

use this earth and all it contains to serve the King of kings and God of all glory. It is a covenant 



privilege, a gift of grace we have in Christ as God’s covenant people. 

 

AN EXACTING DUTY. 

But be not deceived. It is a difficult task and very exacting. And this it is for two reasons. 

In the first place because God demands that we use everything which He has given us to serve 

Him. Every possession He has given you, your money, your clothes, your food, your drink, your 

relatives, your friends, your automobiles, to mention but a few, must be used by you to serve 

Him, and not serve yourself. The air, His air you breathe, His earth upon which you walk, His 

electricity you use. His sunshine, His rain, his fish and fowl, His gold and silver, His life, His 

health and strength must be used. BUT, I must come a step closer. It requires of you that you use 

yourself according to body and soul to serve Him. Your mind, heart and strength must be used 

only to serve Him. An exacting duty indeed. For it means you may not have a thought arise in 

your mind that is not centered upon Him. As you gaze about you and see the trees, your food and 

your clothing, your thought must be this, “I must use all to serve God. It is His, not mine”. All 

you possess you must consider to be means wherewith to serve Him. It means you may never 

will anything apart from Him. You may desire your food and clothing only as a means to serve 

Him. You may not lift a finger, take one step, speak one word, except to serve Him. Life, indeed 

is serious. And in our silly age of pleasure and leisure we should, as people of God, bear these 

things in mind. Life is not our own, neither are the objects with which we in life come in contact. 

If we realize this serious calling of ours as stewards, that God demands all this of us, we will not 

be inclined to ask, “May I go to the movies, to dances, join the godless unions and the like?” 

These are questions all motivated by the desire to serve self, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes and the pride of life. 

 Still more this duty is an exciting one because it demands this service every moment of 

our lives. The Christian Steward does not have a forty-hour week, does not have Saturday 

afternoon off, does not retire at the age of fifty or sixty years. It is a life-long duty. Neither are 

sickness and disease, war and depression, times when he is excused. And it is well for us to 

remember as we begin this New Year of 1942 that God demands this service of us every day in 

that year, every minute and second in each day.  

 

A RICHLY REWARDED TASK. 

It is but natural that the steward asks, what are my wages to be for this service of mine? 

Not silver nor gold, not honor nor fame, shall be the reward. The reward is a spiritual one. And 

that spiritual reward is the joy, the pleasure, the inexpressible delight to be experienced only 

while serving. Surely, you have, at one time or another, experienced a similar though, not 

comparable, joy in the realm of the earthly. The thrill of joy we receive when we serve a 

superior, the joy to be experienced if we were given an opportunity to do something for our 

president, to please him in a small way, describes the joy the Christian steward experiences and 

which is ample reward for him. Why is this so precious to him? Because, as we saw, he was 

created as God’s friend-servant. That is his proper sphere of life. In it he feels at home. As the 

fish feels at home in the water and enjoys it, the covenant child of God feels at home and enjoys 

this service. Therefore, the words of Jesus. “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”. 

But that is not all. After this weary night of sin and death is over and the New Jerusalem 

descends out of heaven, we will receive glory and honor and praise. And we shall receive a 

glorious creation with which to serve God. And this joy of serving, of which I just spoke, will be 

increased and eternal. The reward then? It will be a perfect creature in a perfect creation, serving 



God in perfection and experiencing a perfect joy. 

The world and your friends may wish you “A Happy New Year”; but God’s Word alone 

can inform you as to how you can have a Happy New Year. We are at war. It’s horror and death, 

it’s misery and woe is also ours now. Can our New Year be a happy one? Our brothers, our 

boyfriends, and our relatives are in the army. Can we be happy? Can they? Did we perhaps 

celebrate Thanksgiving Day just in time? Not at all. To be sure, the flesh will suffer. We may 

experience untold physical misery; but even then the year can be a happy one, even in war, even 

in the army, difficult though it may be, if we still as Christian stewards serve God with the little 

He has left us. To serve ourselves we need many things and never have enough. 

But you can serve God with bread and water. And if we find ourselves in the Army we 

can have a happy new year too if we use all that which we come in contact to serve God. A 

faithful steward, using all entrusted to his care, will have true happiness, and this not only in 

1942, but from time to time and in an ever-increasing measure as he grows spiritually and his ca-

pacity to serve increases. To wish you a “Happy New Year”, let me wish you the joy that 

Christian Stewardship affords. 
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