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Under the above title I shall write on the subject assigned me for this December issue of 

our “Beacon Lights”. The subject on which I have been asked to write is actually: “The Political 

Conditions of Rome and Palestine at the time of our Savior’s Birth and the relation of the former 

to the latter”. However, I shall write on “the fullness of time” because this is a literal quotation 

from Scripture and because it will cover also the subject material which was assigned me. The 

term “fullness of time” refers to that time which was made full and complete by our covenant 

Cod, so that the Savior could be born in a world that was made ripe for His blessed coming. 

We must at the very outset however guard ourselves against a very prevalent but wholly 

mistaken view of this fullness of time. Most students of Scripture maintain that the fullness of 

time is that period of time in which the world was in a state of readiness to receive and accept the 

Christ. The whole world, both Gentile and Jew, had been gradually made receptive to the gospel 

of Christ and were in the state of preparedness to believe this gospel. So it is reasoned. The 

heathen world was not always ready or receptive to receive the Christ, it is said, but this recep-

tivity came about by a process of development and formation throughout all the Old Dispensa-

tion. For centuries, the heathen world had their sacrifices and forms of religion. Oh, surely they 

were not real sacrifices and their religion was in reality paganism, it is argued, but nevertheless it 

all proves the fact that there was a groping for, and striving after that religion which alone can be 

to man’s eternal happiness. When finally this religious attitude reaches its climax, and all 

heathendom has learned the foolishness of their own religion and are ready to turn to the true 

gospel of peace and righteousness, then the FULLNESS OF TIME has come and God sends 

forth His Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, into all the world. 

Let us not be deceived into thinking that we are merely referring to some very 

modernistic thinkers, far removed from our own circles. This is not the case. Even Prof. Dr. H. 

Bavinck of the Netherlands took a somewhat similar view of the matter, as well as the famous 

historian Schaff and others. Very well do we remember that as a boy we heard of the theory 

teaching us that whereas in the Old Dispensation only the Jews could receive (and that partially) 

the true religion, in the New Dispensation the whole world (Roman and Jew) were ready to 

receive and accept it, and that therefore God now sends His Son. 

Of course, this whole theory is in conflict with the plain teaching of Holy Writ. The light 

shineth in the darkness and the darkness comprehended it not. Moses writes that the gods of the 

heathen are devils and in describing the condition of the heathen world of his day, the apostle 

Paul tells us that the things sacrificed by the Gentiles, they sacrifice to devils and not to God. The 

Gentiles have their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart. It is therefore not difficult to 

prove from Scripture that the fullness of time refers to the time when the pagan world was 

receptive to the truth as it is in Jesus, for the heathen world never was and never will be receptive 

to the true religion. 

However, we may first of all say, by way of explaining the term “Fullness of Time,” that 

it does to that time wherein all the world was ripe. All things were ready and prepared by God. 

This means that also the very political condition of Rome, the ruler of the world, was such that 

Christ could now be born. Caesar Augustus had indeed succeeded in establishing a world empire, 

such as had never been seen before, even not under Alexander the Great of Greece. And though 



the Romans had at first conquered the world in barbarous fashion, idealizing only power and not 

so-called culture, as the Greeks did, nevertheless under Caesar Augustus, the Roman Empire 

established the first real peace over the world since Alexander of Greece. In all the countries 

round the Mediterranean Sea and from distant Britain to the Euphrates River, the world was at 

rest. Rome had made an end to her own civil wars and had also put a stop to the various wars 

between the nations. The Empire under Augustus politically united Romans, Greeks and Jews, 

and ruled them all under a uniform system of government. All were members of one earthly 

State, when our Savior was born in Bethlehem, to establish His kingdom with citizens taken 

from every tribe and tongue and language. 

Another element constituting this fullness of time was the spread of Cosmopolitanism, 

which had already begun with the Greek Alexander. Under the Roman Empire of Augustus all 

national barriers were removed, and the great cities of that day — Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, 

etc. — became meeting places of all races and languages. The Romans were everywhere 

carrying their laws and civilization. Greeks settled by the thousands in all important centers as 

tradesmen, professors, physicians, etc. Orientals were found with their gods and mysteries in 

Rome, the center of influence in the then known world. In the Roman armies, soldiers from all 

quarters of the Empire became companions. So, that the cosmopolitan character of the peoples 

served the purpose of the coming of the gospel to all nations, tribes and tongues. 

In close connection with the former, we may mention also the universal use of the Greek 

language, which was of course also begun under Alexander the Great of Greece. Even as today 

Herr Hitler of Germany demands the study of the German language throughout all Europe, so the 

Greek language became the commonly used language: and was used at the time of Christ’s birth 

by Jew and heathen alike. It is readily to be understood that this element contributed immediately 

to the propagation of the blessed and good tidings which began when the Angels announced to 

the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem: “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 

shall be to all people”. By this common use of this language, it is readily understood that many 

disciples of Christ, being uneducated in the schools of learning, could nevertheless spread the 

gospel and also discourse with others even of a different nationality about the kingdom of 

heaven. So we may say that the fullness of time includes the general state of the Roman Empire, 

which from many points of view made the spread of the gospel favorable. 

Finally, as to the state of the Palestinian governments, which also were under Roman 

rule, we may remark that there were no true Jewish believers in high places anymore, when the 

Christ was born. The scepter had indeed departed from Juda. The high-priesthood, which 

wielded great influence also in political matters, was corrupted. Under Herod the great, the 

country was prosperous and peaceful, although Herod’s reign was characterized by the greatest 

cruelty. There was left in the country of Judea and Palestine, a remnant according to the election 

of grace, which did long for and soon expected the coming of the promised Messiah. Throughout 

the whole dark period from the last of the prophets until the birth of Christ, the faith of the 

fathers under the law, was upheld by this remnant, especially under the guidance and influence 

of the Macca- bean brothers. This, too, contributed to the ripeness and fullness of time. All in all, 

we may remark that the unity and greatness of the universal Empire of the Romans in that day, 

gave an earthly picture of the church of Christ, as to the universality and cosmopolitan character 

of the kingdom of Christ, who was born in the fullness of time. Even as the national boundaries 

were broken by Caesar Augustus, so the Church had to be prepared to break the national 

boundaries of the Jews and bring the gospel of the kingdom of grace to all peoples. 

However, we must be on our guard that we do not interpret the fullness of time as 



signifying the preparedness of the heathen world to accept the gospel of Christ. In the first place, 

we must remark that Cod had so determined all things that they would be ripe for the further 

development of His covenant unto all peoples. It is not true that through all these various 

changes in the universal setup, the peoples were as one man waiting for the gospel of peace. 

Contrariwise, the people remained in darkness and hated the light, also the light of the gospel of 

Christ. This is manifest especially when the Apostles go out into all the world to preach. Even 

the very elect, before their understanding was enlightened by the power of God's grace, were 

hostile to the kingdom. Think in this connection of the jailer who had charge of Paul while the 

latter was in prison. He had laid many stripes upon the backs of Paul and Silas and then put them 

fast into stocks in the inner prison rooms, to insure their captivity. Think also of the citizens of 

that same city, when the damsel, possessed of a spirit of divination, was crying out in the streets 

of the city: “These men, are the servants of the most high God, which show us the way of 

salvation". The men of Lystra surely did not show a disposition to receive with open arms the 

preached Christ. Instead they revealed the greatest enmity, explaining that these men were 

troubling the city, teaching things contrary to their customs. 

Thus, we could enumerate many instances of where the heathen or Gentile world, was 

contrary to the preaching of the gospel of Christ. Think also of the men of Athens the center of 

so-called Greek culture and wisdom, as well as the people of the city of Corinth. Wherever the 

gospel of the Kingdom was preached, the unbelief of the people would, as it were, awaken out of 

sleep, and in the name of the multitudes defy the Christ who was preached and they would kill 

the prophets that were sent unto them and persecute the saints that believed. 

This condition also prevailed in Palestine. The fullness of time revealed that the remnant 

of elect surely were ready and eager to receive the Messiah, and by God's grace they stormed the 

kingdom of heaven. Nothing could withhold them from entering in, for it was the irresistible 

grace of God that prepared them and made the time full for the people of God.  

But it is equally true that the fullness of time in Israel revealed that the Jewish nation as a 

whole, had ripened to that stage where it was ready to crucify the Lord of glory upon the cursed 

tree. The sin of all sins, the root of all enmity, had developed to that degree that the Jews would 

not and could not accept the Christ of God. He was indeed despised and rejected of the men of 

Judea. The time was full for the crucifixion of our Lord. It was essentially therefore that there 

was no room for Him in the inn. Therefore, also the chief elders of the people, when hearing of 

the birth of the great King, desired to exterminate Him for good and for all. They willed not a 

Savior that would establish the better and heavenly kingdom of God. 

In conclusion therefore we may say that the Fullness of Time is that time which 

culminated all the preparation of God for the coming of the Messiah, both as to the elect people 

of God as well as the reprobated Jewish nations, both as to the old covenant as well as to the 

Gentile world. And in that sense it is yet the fullness of time even until the end, in which time we 

either love the appearance of the Lord of light and glory, also at this Christmas season, or we be-

long to that heathen family of nations that despises and rejects the Christ child of God. Let us 

therefore as young people of God's covenant at Christmas time, reverently bow before Him, Who 

comes in the name of the Lord and exclaim in gracious wonderment: “God is revealed in the 

flesh”. Come let us adore Him, forever and ever. 
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