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Fiction is often defined as that form of prose narrative in which the characters, scenes, 

and incidents are partly or entirely imaginary. The novel and the romance are the two kinds of 

fiction, although they are not often consistently differentiated. There is, however, a slight 

difference between a novel and a romance. A novel deals with characters and events that are 

strictly in keeping with events in ordinary society and history. In a romance, the scenes, 

characters, and incidents are improbable, uncommon, unreal, and even marvelous. Most of the 

novels we read are strictly novels, which deal with incidents which could have happened. 

From the nature of the novel, as we have defined it, even if you had never read one, you 

might readily conclude, and rightly so, that it is a highly interesting form of reading material. 

Everyone likes a story. A little child at his mother’s knee will plead for a story and then for just 

one more. Children in school can easily be bribed into hard work by the promise of a story 

sometime during the day. And when those same children grow up, many of them are able to 

occupy themselves for hours in a stretch with a “good” book. Go to the library and examine the 

books on the shelves in the fiction room. There the books are well worn and many of them have 

been repaired over and over again and then finally replaced. Ask a librarian which books she 

most often checks out, and she will tell you that more novels leave the library shelves than any 

other kind of books. People “go for” them. Why? One reason, I think, is that it is so easy to read 

a novel. No effort, no mental strain is necessary; one can begin to read, but soon he loses 

himself, and it seems as if he is no longer reading, but living with the characters in the book, 

saying what they say, experiencing what they experience. Besides, the material of a novel is 

usually so attractive. Whether realistically or idealistically, a novel deals with life, and life is 

exciting, interesting; people in books are so real, so new, so different: we meet and learn to know 

so many different kinds of people through books. Finally, and many chronic novel-readers give 

this as a sort of defense, many novels are very instructive. It would be more honest to say, 

sometimes one can learn something from a novel. You will agree with me when I say that a 

person who wants to learn, who desires to expand his mind in different fields of knowledge, will 

not look for his learning in novels. 

Since instruction is our main goal in reading, as we pointed out in a previous article, it 

necessarily follows that the novel is not at the top of our reading list. The general purpose of 

novelists in writing their books is entertainment. Their books may be vehicles for religious, 

sociological, or moral doctrines, but the main objective is entertainment. And if you are honest 

with yourself, you will concede that when you sit down to read a novel, your own aim is to relax, 

to enjoy yourself, to be entertained. You don't sit at your desk on a hard, straight chair, and 

resolve to spend the time in intense concentration, but you are much more likely to put on a robe 

and a pair of easy slippers and curl up in an easy chair. That is natural. But, do not read novels all 

the time, do not even let novels comprise half of your reading material; there are so many 

important things you should read! A novel should be a rare treat to be gently sipped occasionally, 

for over-indulgence leads to giddiness, to a very definite lightheadedness. We must not have too 

much entertainment. 

There are many dangers connected with novel reading. The book market is flooded with 

trash. Authors must cater to the. sinful, corrupt public in order to write books that sell. They 

delight in writing what is coarse, obscene, impure, and the public takes pleasure in reading what 



their degenerate souls have concocted. A Christian does not poison his mind, he does not soil his 

hands with such “literature". You are not contaminated by it? There are books which have 

influenced nations, there are novels which have swayed public opinion in times of crises. Harriet 

Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom's Cabin exerted a strong influence in molding public opinion in our 

country against slavery. Whether you realize it at the time or not, every book you read influences 

you imperceptibly in some way. 

More dangerous, I believe, are novels which are generally recommended as good 

literature, and that is why we must read so cautiously and critically. There is such danger in 

relaxing and reading for pure enjoyment, for we are so apt to become wrapped up in the story 

and let our judgment and principle relax too. A novelist can so easily arouse our sinful emotions. 

When you read Dumas' Count of Monte. Christo, in which the whole plot deals with revenge, did 

you not rejoice with the hero every time he dealt another blow of vengeance? Yet the desire for 

revenge is unchristian. Many authors have used their literary talent to arouse class hatred and to 

publicize their socialistic or communistic views. Others have used the novel as a means to 

attempt to abolish moral standards. And many have even used it to propagate their false religious 

doctrines. The novel can be a subtle weapon! 

Because of those dangers, it is very necessary first of all to be very careful in our choice 

of novels and secondly to keep alert in order always to discriminate between the right and the 

wrong when we are reading novels. For there are very few novels that can be unreservedly 

recommended. 
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