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This historical novel, very recently written, goes back a century into the history of the 

settlement of this country to give us a picture of the hardships undergone by the Dutch and of 

their indomitable spirit and courage in the face of disappointment. The book will be especially 

attractive to you, I believe, because its setting is Holland, Michigan, a town so very familiar to 

many of us. Lake Michigan with its high, grassy bluffs, its blue skies with massive floating 

clouds, and its marvelously brilliant sunsets was well-loved by Keesge, one of the principle char-

acters. 

There are many other worthy qualities which make this novel very commendable. It is 

distinctly a Christian novel, with the Arminian nonsense and social liberalism of so many so-

called Christian novels lacking. Keesge. with his parents and the other Dutch pioneers, came to 

America with Dominee Van Doren. as a congregation. The reason for their leaving the fatherland 

was not entirely a religious one, however, and with some of the settlers the religious purpose 

soon slipped into the background and the soil seemed to demand all their attention. For most of 

the settlers also sought a place where they could make a better living than they had in the Nether-

lands. Success in the new land led some of the settlers to forget more and more the heavenly 

things and set their hearts on wealth and expansion in the world. That brought a great struggle 

between the better element who sincerely strived to seek first the kingdom of God, and the 

materialistic people who would rather enjoy their farms than anything else. 

Strong characters in the book merit one’s respect and admiration. Wiebe Gombert, father 

of Keesge. is very outstanding as an intelligent, sturdy, God-fearing man, who is a rock in the 

settlement, hated by some, but respected by all. He is an ardent nature-lover, and finds God close 

to him as lie works in the field. Wiebe’s strength of character is brought out by contrast in other 

weaker characters who are unable to withstand the adversity as it came in the form of drought 

and death. Keesge resembles his father in many ways, especially in his love of beauty in nature. 

The love story which runs thru the novel is a charming one, but it is not the main theme of 

the book. The thread of it runs through the book until the end when Keesge and Elaine are 

happily married. 

You will feel at home in the little Dutch settlement and be ready to sympathize with the 

characters in their joys and sorrows. One doesn’t stay outside and look on, but lives with the 

settlers in little Holland. 
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