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“The October leaf-fading is a festival, a triumphal pageant, rather than a funeral.” 

—L. LARCOM 

 

Who of you readers have not been stirred by the mysterious transformation of the forest 

foliage each year? The majestic and sturdy oak, the wild and elusive sumac, the graceful and 

lovely elm, the dense and symmetrical maple, clad in their autumn cloaks thrill the observer with 

the greatness of their creator. 

Of all nature’s changes in preparation for winter, perhaps, the most distinctive and 

beautiful is the colorful alteration from the summer green to other varied and vivid hues of 

autumn. 

Can you distinguish a tree in a forest by the color of its leaves in the fall? What is the 

prevailing color of the maple? Oak? Sumac? Did you know that there is a very definite order 

determining a specific color for each species of trees? Upon close observation, you will notice 

every species has its own color, which will vary within certain limits, depending upon the 

temperature and sugar content of the leaf. Thus, the white oak will not turn red but always 

brown, while the sumac is characteristically scarlet; and the cut-leaf maple becomes yellow, 

while the hard maple is crimson. 

Has the question, “Why do leaves change their color?" ever arisen in your mind? 

Small green bodies called chlorophyll, which give the characteristic green to the leaf, are 

the little food factories for the tree. These bodies are constantly decomposed by sunlight, and 

must be replaced to maintain a green color. As autumn commences, the leaf ceases to renew the 

green pigment; consequently. the color fades. While this green disappears, the yellow pigment, 

ever present in the leaf but masked until now by the green, becomes visible, transforming the leaf 

to various shades of yellow. 

The red hues are produced by a red pigment which is formed in large quantities as the 

green disappears. Thus, the yellow pigments are always present but veiled, while the red are 

produced in the fall as the green disappear. 

Perhaps, some of you are aware that the combination of low temperature and abundance 

of sunshine determine and influence the brilliance of color. In addition, the presence of certain 

sugars in the leaf stimulate the formation of colored pigments. 

The result of this is pictured in the words of the poet, J. Burroughs. “Then, when the 

maples have burst out into color, showing like great bonfires along the hills, there is, indeed a 

feast for the eye.” 

This is just a glimpse of the beauty which follows death. How much more beautifully will 

our Father clothe us! 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 2 No 1 October 1941 


