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Repeatedly the church is accused of harboring doctrines beyond those taught in Scripture. 

Especially is this true when the question of creeds and confessions is discussed. Are creeds 

extra-Scriptural, or is there worth in the time-worn adage, "No creed but Christ"? This question 

we would like to discuss at this time. 

It is beneficial to reflect for a moment on how creeds come into being. We all are aware 

of the fact that differences in Scriptural interpretation arise. Some believe that a certain passage 

of Scripture should be explained in one way and others argue for another interpretation. It is well 

for us to remember that no two possibilities exist when Scripture is to be interpreted. God has 

spoken and God is a God of law and order. His Word is clear. It is only because we are darkened 

in sin and are separated from God by the deep chasm of death, which makes it impossible for us 

to see the light of God's revelation except he quicken us by His grace, that such differences come 

into being. Sin is the cause of all controversy. 

In such controversy the church as an organism under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

defends the true explanation of the Word of God. They struggle with all their might and labor 

without ceasing in the defense of the truth. The church knows that not just a simple opinion is at 

stake, but the glory of God, and that glory she is called to defend whatever may be the cost. So 

the church argues with the accusers, she sharpens her understanding of the question involved, she 

meditates upon and studies the Scriptures with great diligence. She does so in order that she may 

be sure that her interpretation stands in the light of the whole Bible, and through this labor she 

grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. The accusers, to be sure, also 

develop. They equip themselves with every weapon. They look for every loophole, always 

seeking to disprove the interpretation of the church. They see more clearly how they can attempt 

to weaken the stronghold of believers. 

Throughout the controversy, the doctrine and knowledge of the Scripture grows in the 

minds of the church. The true explanation of Scripture is impressed upon their consciousness and 

they become more convinced in it. But, the opponents never cease. It is then that the church must 

take steps. They must formulate the doctrine which now is clearly before their minds into a clear 

and concise statement of truth and present it before the whole church. This they do and that 

statement becomes the expression, the confession 0f the whole church, and all who do not agree 

with its contents must necessarily be removed from the fellowship of that church, for only those 

who agree, only those who seek to glorify God to their utmost, can and will remain with the 

group who expresses the troth of the Word of God. 

Thus the confession, the creed, is born in the church. Out of the very life and death 

struggle for the truth, the church formulates her conviction and states what she believes is the 

correct interpretation of the Word of God. The Spirit works through the whole church in 

expressing the true doctrine. 

In this light we ask, is there any ground to the argument that creeds and confessions are 

additions to Scripture? We can readily see that creeds are not additions, but explanations of 

Scripture. Those who say "only the Bible, no creeds," do not understand creeds. History bears 

out the fact that the stronger the church is in creedal expression, the stronger the whole church is 

spiritually. When creeds disappear the church becomes weak, amalgamates, and compromises on 

all doctrinal differences. Correct Scriptural interpretation and creedal expression run hand in 



hand. Creeds explain Scripture. They are a written explanation of what the church believes the 

Bible to teach. They are not on a level with Scripture, but are always subordinate to it. Scripture 

is the only and sole criterion for all truth. Creeds and confessions are written in the light of 

Scripture and seek to interpret all of Scripture in its own light. 

In this connection we know that Scripture may and must never be changed. It is the 

eternal and unchangeable Word of God. Creeds and confessions may be changed or altered if 

such a change is warranted. A confession may be changed only if it be proved to the whole 

church that it is in conflict with Scripture. Creeds are not infallible, but are written by fallible 

men. This does not disprove their value, however, for the confessions and creeds have withstood 

the torrents of accusation and evil plunder for many years. For many ages they have stood as a 

guiding light to the church, guiding her on the green pastures of God's Word. Thus the 

confessions and creeds gain authority, never equal to but always under the Scriptures. 

Creeds and confessions serve the church. God uses them for this purpose. They set forth 

the truth of the Bible as a shining light in the midst of the darkness of this world. In so doing they 

preserve the truth. They serve as a means of instruction for the whole church. They can be used 

to catechize the newly converted as well as the youth of the church. By means of the creeds the 

church sees clearly the organic relationship of the whole gospel and in this way is better 

equipped to defend the faith to the glory of God alone. 
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