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At this year's convention we were surprised to learn that the first P.R.Y.P. convention 

was held twenty years ago but that this convention was only the 18th one. However, an 

immediate explanation revealed why. 

"We did not have conventions for two years during the war," said one of the participants 

in a convention program, "since the boys were all in the service and gasoline was rationed. No 

hoys, no cars, no convention." 

But this year there were plenty of boys ("Two kinds of boys," said one minister, "the 

bashful and the bold.”), there were more than enough cars, and there was a tremendous 

convention. Sparked by originality, characterized by careful planning, this year's very well 

organized convention goes down as one of the best ever enjoyed by the Protestant Reformed 

Young People's Federation. 

The activities began with the inspirational mass meeting on the evening of August 5, at 

the outdoor facilities of Zeeland City Park in Zeeland, Michigan. Once again we were privileged 

to hear Rev. H. Hoeksema deliver the keynote address. In connection with the convention theme, 

“Hold That Fast Which Thou Hast,” he spoke on “Holding Fast To The Truth.” A song service 

led by Mr. Al Heemstra, a baritone solo by Bob Decker, and two selections by the Hope Male 

Quartet were also featured on the program. It was a very enlightening evening, except for those 

few dark, dark seconds when someone accidentally (?) turned out all the lights. 

After a Wednesday morning business meeting and lunch in Creston church, we all drove 

through the pouring rain to Long Lake for the outing. But, marvelous enough, the rain stopped as 

soon as we arrived and we had sunshine the rest of the day. A treasure hunt, swimming, 

volleyball, softball, and an excellent supper occupied our time through the afternoon and early 

evening. The evening program was very interesting. A debate between two ministers and two 

society members on whether it is necessary to believe in an earth of six thousand years old held 

everyone's attention and was enjoyed even by the participants. Following the debate, the pavilion 

was changed into a TV studio for a presentation of “This Is Your Life,” a history of the 

Protestant Reformed Young People's Federation. We learned many new things through the 

interviews with the many people connected with the Federation during its twenty years of 

existence. Pictures of previous conventions were shown by our unofficial convention 

photographer, Seymour Beiboer. Cold watermelon for all concluded the day's activities. 

Thursday morning we went to Pinery Park for a delicious pancake breakfast and then to 

Hope church for the second speech, lunch, and a business meeting. The second speech, “Fighting 

the Battle of Faith,” was delivered by Rev. Van Baren, former president of the Federation. 

The convention picture was taken at First church just before the banquet by our 

annually-appearing laryngitic photographer. A different arrangement of tables, a well-decorated 

setting, and recorded dinner music added to our pleasure at the banquet. After two special 

numbers, Rev. Lanting's speech on “Standing Unto the Day of Christ,” and the presentation of 

new and retiring Federation Board members, we closed the convention by singing “God Be With 

You Till We Meet Again.” 

We thank and congratulate the Hope and Creston societies for the terrific job they did as 

hosts of the 18th convention and eagerly look forward to the 19th, in Oaklawn, Ill. 
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