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In several of our past articles we have attempted to alert the consciousness of our young 

people to the importance of carefully discerning the truth! We have done this by pointing out 

various examples of how truth and error are amalgamated in many circles today with the 

deplorable result that attractively packaged religions that really are full of soul-poison are offered 

by wholesale vendors. 

Beware! 

We wrote last time that we would show that this evil is also current in Reformed circles. 

It is especially important that we see this because of the pressures that are often brought to bear 

upon those who seek to maintain the Truth! Those who strive to dissuade you from the truth and 

others who look for an excuse to forsake the truth often argue, "There isn't really much 

difference between one or another Reformed Church! They maintain the same Confessions. They 

believe in the same God and those who belong to these churches are going pretty soon to the 

same heaven anyway. Whatever differences there may be are only brought about through 

theological wrangling and hair-splitting and really don't mean very much. And besides, there are 

things wrong in all churches and nowhere is perfection found." 

You've heard talk like this, haven't you? 

Protestant Reformed youth, that is, youth that in heart are of Protestant Reformed 

conviction, do not talk that way. They know better and they know, too, that the controversies and 

reformations of the church in the past are not man-made but God-created for the preservation and 

development of the truth. Unless vigilance is constantly exercised to uproot error, its mixture 

with truth will only tend to ultimately obliterate the latter so that, at best, only small remnants of 

truth can be found. This, we believe, is happening today in many Reformed circles so that the 

Gospel that is being preached can no longer be distinguished from the conglomerations we cited 

in our past articles. 

It has lost its Reformed distinctiveness, - the mark of the Truth! 

Let us give an example: 

In a Denominational radio broadcast of the Christian Reformed Church, the radio 

minister spoke on the theme: "Make Up Your Mind!" from the text of Luke 9:62, "And Jesus 

said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 

kingdom of heaven." 

Here is what he said: 

"The question of personal salvation, of getting right with God through faith in Jesus 

Christ, is the primary question for all of us as individuals, isn't it? For we are sinners by nature, 

and our basic need is salvation front sin. Why do so many people put it off indefinitely? In one 

way or another, they are constantly saying to God: not just yet, wait a while! 

"That doesn’t make sense, does it? It may be natural for a man to postpone doing the 

more disagreeable things in life, but why does he postpone the salvation of his immortal soul? 

He commits a twofold blunder; he robs himself of living his life with Christ, and, if  he persists in 

his folly, he discovers eventually that he will have to live forever without Him. For salvation is 

both temporal and eternal. A man should believe in Christ not only because he doesn't know how 

soon he may die, but also because he doesn't know how long he may live. It will he a terrible 



thing to spend eternity without any Saviour, but it is also a terrible thing to spend time without 

Him. So why keep putting Him off? What is this perversity in human nature? 

"Moreover, how do men dare to treat God that way? They are punctual for their business 

appointments; they are on time for their weddings; they hurry to catch a train, or to punch a 

clock, or to open their stores for trade. When the government calls them for military service, and 

tells them to be on hand for induction at a specified time, they will be there without fail. In 

response to a court summons they never say, not just yet, wait a while! But when God calls them 

to faith in Jesus Christ, they think they can keep Him waiting indefinitely. And, in fact, they often 

give every indication that they do not even take Him very seriously. It's a wonder that His 

patience is not more quickly exhausted, that He actually bothers to call them again and again 

before He finally gives up on them altogether. But He does, He even pleads with them in tones of 

infinite grace and mercy: 

`Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling, O sinner, come home.'" 

We wonder, first of all, what is the difference between this presentation and the outright 

lie of free-willism taught by the Pelagians and Arminians? And the answer is: There is no 

difference! 

We wonder, in the second place, how those who preach such things dare still to claim to 

be defenders of the Reformed traditions. Place next to the above quotation, for example, 

Canons III-IV, Art. 11: 

"But when God accomplishes His good pleasure in the elect, or works in them true 

conversion, He not only causes the gospel to be externally preached to them, and powerfully 

illumines their minds by His Holy Spirit (not patiently waits for them to make up their minds) 

that they may rightly understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by the efficacy 

of the same regenerating Spirit, pervades the inmost recesses of the man (not patiently waits, 

tenderly calls or finally gives up on them altogether) He opens the closed, and softens the 

hardened heart, and circumcises that which was uncircumcised, infuses new qualities into the 

will, which though heretofore lead, He quickens; (how then will man say, `not yet, wait a while') 

from being evil, disobedient, and refractory, He renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates 

and strengthens it, that like a good tree, it may bring forth the fruits of good actions." 

I maintain that the above mentioned sermon in its entirety is a complete denial of the 

truth and abrogates every fundamental principle of Reformed tradition. We have more to say 

about this but this will have to wait, the Lord willing, until next time. 
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