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Rev. G. Van Baren spoke to us Thursday morning on the topic: "Fighting the Battle of 

Faith." He pointed out, that the fact that we must hold fast to the truth which we have, implies 

that there is a battle. 

In his first point, the battle as such, Rev. Van Baren said that in our day the emphasis is 

net on battle or fighting, but rather on peace. This idea of peace rather than battle is permeated in 

the so-called church also. The devil always tries to destroy the Church of God. There is 

overagainst the Church of God the world. The world offers unto you its pleasures, she tries to 

seduce the Church, persecute her. Our flesh would go along with the world, for it stands opposed 

to the truth. When the world comes with its temptations, the flesh says: "It doesn't make any 

difference," or "I don't see any danger in doing that, or going in that way." Our flesh would lead 

us into sin. 

Rev. Van Baren went on in his second point, the necessity of the battle, to say that the 

truth is the issue of battle. You let the truth go and there is no battle. The truth concerns us every 

step of the way. As young people you will face many problems in finding your life's work, the 

union for one. If you maintain the troth, it means you cannot go along with the world. You must 

maintain this truth in choosing your life's partner also. 

We sometimes become discouraged and disheartened; it seems as if this battle is 

impossible, too much for the Church. Against this we are admonished; do not be discouraged, 

God is faithful. This battle is not fought with physical strength; apart from God you have no 

strength. 

And finally, in his third point, preparation unto battle, Rev. Van Baren said, stand fast, 

young people, and face that battle in the midst of the world, with the shield of faith. With that 

shield of faith we stand fast, and can stand fast - all this is from God, through His gifts. We must 

pray without ceasing, live in prayer, our strength relies in Him alone. With the strength of God 

we alone can fight the battle of faith. 
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