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In the last article in Beacon Lights when we were discussing this subject, we were 

speaking of the unity that must be found in any home that is established by a Christian young 

man and young woman. We noticed that there was a sort of superficial unity even in the house of 

wicked people – a unity which arises from the fact that many worldly couples find it more 

convenient and a shorter way to happiness to try to hold their marriage together, to adjust to each 

other as much as possible, to live in a certain peace and harmony for their own comfort and the 

well-being of their children. They have a basis for this unity in that their goals, although wicked 

and devoid of grace, may nevertheless be common to them both and of sufficient strength in their 

lives to hold the marriage together without its being destroyed in the divorce courts. 

But of this unity we were not speaking when we were discussing a marriage which is 

consummated in the fear of the Lord and which is a reflection and picture of the relation between 

Christ and His church. This unity is more profoundly spiritual and is more abiding than any 

worldly marriage can ever be. 

This unity between a husband and a wife has its basis in the fact that not only is a young 

man marrying a young woman, but a brother in Christ is marrying a sister in the Lord. While 

there may not be any physical relationship between them so that they are earthly relatives, they 

are nevertheless spiritual and heavenly relatives through a wonder of grace. That means that they 

are both children of God of the family of heaven. They are both citizens of the kingdom of Jesus 

Christ whose Father is God. They are both in this earth pilgrims and strangers who live for a time 

in a foreign land, but who have a home with their Father in that house of many mansions which 

is above, and where they expect to go when finally God calls them away from this life in this 

world. They have both been saved in the blood of the cross of Jesus Christ, and receive through 

grace the forgiveness of all their sins. When this is true of both the husband and the wife in a 

marriage, then there is true unity. 

This unity will manifest itself in many ways. They are both members of the church of 

Christ and of that church as it is manifested here on this earth in a particular congregation. And 

so their purpose and goal in life is the same. They desire to walk as people of God fighting 

against all that is of sin and evil, and seeking the forgiveness of their sins together at the throne 

of grace. They both desire to grow in the knowledge of the truth of the Word of God and to 

receive the blessings of the truth as it comes to them through the everlasting gospel of Jesus 

Christ. They have one calling in life - the calling to walk as God's people. They have one faith - 

the confession of the truth of the Word of God. They have one hope - that presently they shall 

join the saints made perfect and enjoy the blessings of the covenant seed according to God's 

counsel of election; and when they receive this covenant seed from God and take their children 

in their arms, they yearn to instruct their children in all the truth which is dear to their hearts and 

which they have learned to love. They have mutual interests and concerns, for they are spiritual 

interests and spiritual concerns. They have mutual desires and hopes for the future, for they are 

both above all interested in the well-being of the church of which they are members. If this is 

true in a family, between a husband and a wife, then there is a binding force in their marriage 

which nothing can disrupt and a power sufficient to hold them together through all the 

experiences of life which lie upon the road of wedlock. Such a marriage will never go to pieces. 

Such married partners will never have to seek marriage counseling or write to columnists in the 



papers who make their living by playing other people's troubles before the eyes of the world. 

Such a marriage will certainly receive the blessing and favor of God; and no matter how difficult 

the experiences of life may be, it will survive them all and result in drawing a husband and wife 

closer together instead of alienating them from each other until they are strangers in their own 

home. 

Because marriage is the most intimate of all relationships of life, it can also bring to those 

who live in this unity the most blessedness and joy of any relation in life. But just because this is 

true, a marriage which does not have this essential unity is also a marriage which can be an 

endless source of grief and sorrow, of heartache and suffering throughout this life until misery is 

finally terminated in death. 

But all that I have been saying in this article has a lot to do with the proper method of 

courtship. And therefore it is concerning courtship that I wish now to write. This is especially of 

interest and concern to us, for it is in courtship that our young people are mostly interested. 

When I speak of courtship, in this article and in the following articles, I refer to the whole 

practice of dating. This perhaps is a point which will not be agreed upon by many people, but 

which is nevertheless the case. Our young people like to make a distinction, it seems, between 

dating and courtship. Dating is just going out with a girl or with a boy or with many girls and 

many boys for the sake of a good time, while courtship is the more serious business of looking 

for a girl or a boy who is to be a life partner. When one is dating, then one is not at all thinking 

about marriage. But when one begins a courtship, then marriage is foremost in one's mind, and 

one is becoming a bit more serious. Of course, if a boy is only dating, but a girl is looking for a 

husband, there may be some rather difficult problems which arise, but that is something which is 

part of the risk involved. But the unwritten rules of dating and the unwritten rules and code of 

courtship even seem to be different from each other. In fact, it seems as if even "going steady" is 

not part of courtship necessarily, but can still be a part of dating. Two young people can be 

"going steady" without any thought of marriage at all. It is simply what the rest do and it is the 

convenient way to be assured of a date. 

But I do not believe that such a distinction is valid at all. There is, to my mind, no 

difference between the two, and should not be any difference. The purpose of dating always 

ought to be the finding of a life partner with whom one may live in the bond of marriage, if this 

is not the case, dating and courtship make no sense whatsoever. 

And this is the point that I would like to maintain as I discuss the problem of courtship 

with you for a little while. But this discussion must evidently wait until a future article. 
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