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In the last article, I had begun a series of a few articles on the subject of Christian 

marriage and courtship. I was discussing, when my space was full, the basic similarity that exists 

between a man and a woman; and also the differences. At that time I said that the similarity 

consisted in this that both a man and a woman were rational and moral creatures who were 

originally created by God and who could stand in the same relation to the creation about them 

and to things spiritual. This similarity is necessary if a marriage bond is to he brought about. A 

man cannot marry a tree or a rock, but must marry a creature who is essentially like him. But 

besides the fact that there is this essential similarity between a man and a woman, there are also 

differences. These differences are primarily physical and psychological. And it is also because of 

these differences that marriage is possible. 

It is simply a fact that girls think differently from boys. Men reason logically on the 

whole, and they come to their conclusions by means of a train of reasoning and logical 

syllogisms. But women never reason. In fact the sooner you learn this, the better. It is simply 

impossible to reason with a woman, for she is psychologically incapable of doing this. This is 

not, however, intended to slight the knowledge which a woman may have. She knows in an 

intuitive fashion. She knows things without reasoning them out, but comes to her conclusions 

immediately and without a chain of logic. She knows what is right without reasoning about it and 

going through a long process of logical argumentation-she simply knows, and that is the 

conclusion of the matter. And, I think that I even dare to say that quite often a woman arrives at 

the troth more quickly and more clearly than a man. 

But it is these differences that make marriage possible. The woman is the help-meet of 

the man. She supplies, with her nature, what is lacking in a man. She is a companion and a 

supplement to his nature. And the opposite is also true. A woman is not complete in herself. She 

is lacking part of life if she does not have a man to complement what is lacking in her nature. 

Together, they form one flesh, as is stated in Genesis 2. In the marriage bond, husband and wife 

become one physically and psychologically. If a man and a woman live together long enough, 

they begin to think more and more alike. They begin to think the same things at the same time 

and anticipate each other's feelings and moods, words and desires. A lengthy conversation is 

perceived without full expression in words, but is simply a complete and full understanding on 

the part of both of them of each other. A man can communicate his wishes to his wife on 

company with a glance or a look; a woman can express an ocean of thoughts without expressing 

herself in words, and her husband understands and agrees. In the home of a couple who have 

lived together a long time you will discover that both husband and wife are thinking the same 

things many times when there has been no outward expression of thought. There is a sort of 

mental telepathy between a man and his wife, since even psychologically they become one flesh 

in a real sense of the word. They have the same desires, the same interests, the same life more 

and more. 

But there is something else which must be mentioned in this connection. For these 

physical and psychological differences exist also in the world. And there marriage is terribly 

corrupted in every manner conceivable. There must be a unity deeper than all this if a marriage is 

to be true and successful in the deepest sense of the word. And this unity of which I speak is a 

spiritual unity. Husband and wife must both be believers. They must be brother and sister in 



Christ if they are to be man and wife in a real sense. They must stand together in their hope, in 

their calling, in their confession. It is only then that a marriage is true and real, a picture of the 

relation between Christ and His church. 

There is a certain superficial and external unity also among wicked people in the bond of 

marriage. It is true that not all worldly marriages go on the rocks in the divorce courts. It is true 

that in the homes of wicked people who have no love of God in their hearts, there may be at least 

a mutual interest and concern for the welfare of the home and the needs of the children. There 

may appear to be some sort of a unity which is achieved even outside of faith and the love of 

God. But this is certainly deceptive. The unity which underlies such a home is a unity of sin. 

There is a common goal in the life of these people, but it is a goal of sin and evil. They live their 

life apart from God and apart from His truth, and that is their mutual concern and desire. They 

may seek the things of this world together, the pleasures of sin and hatred of God and find a 

certain unity in their mutual desire to do this. They may conclude that it is more pleasant for 

them and will afford them more comfort to stay together and enjoy the life of a marriage 

relationship, for divorce and adultery in the home soon enough cause endless misery and trouble 

for both of them as well as for the children. And while in sin, they are both self centered and 

interested in their own welfare alone (since this is characteristic of all sin), they may nevertheless 

submerge their differences and hide their selfishness, willing to contribute for a time to the 

wellbeing of the home, since it is obvious even to a wicked man that that is the shortest way to 

have any peace and happiness in this life. To live selfishly in the home and to ignore the 

wellbeing of the family as a whole will soon end in endless trouble and misery for the parents 

and the children. Even a man devoid of grace can see that, be it but through bitter experience. In 

any divorce proceedings both and all are the losers. There are no gainers in anything like that. 

Even a worldly lawyer will tell you that. 

But this unity is after all a unity of sin and enmity against God. I am not speaking of any 

such thing as that. For even then marriage is not something blessed and filled with joy, but has its 

own troubles and miseries. The wrath of God abideth on such a home, and there can never he any 

sense of God's favor and well being. I am speaking of a unity which is spiritual and rooted in the 

love of God. Where this unity prevails, there will he a happy home life and a deep sense of 

blessing and wellbeing. And this unity is essential to the Christian home where a boy and girl 

establish a bond of marriage which is to be a picture of the union between Christ and His church. 
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