
Acts 17 

The Book of Acts: Paul's Second Missionary Journey 
Rev H.C. Hoeksema 

 

 

IV. AT THESSALONICA: (17:1-9) 

A. Paul's Labors: 

1. Arrival: 

a. Through what cities did they pass on their way to Thessalonica? 

b. Did they preach there? 

c. Why did they stop at Thessalonica and not at these other cities? 

d. What kind of city was Thessalonica? 

2. Paul's preaching: 

a. Where did the apostle immediately go to begin his labors? 

b. What method did the apostle follow? 

1) What is meant by the scriptures? vs. 2 

2) What is meant by "reasoned with them"? Does this imply that 

the gospel and faith in Christ are a matter of reason? 

c. What was the theme of the apostle's reasoning, vs. 3? 

1) Why did he particularly emphasize that necessity of Christ's 

suffering and resurrection? 

2) Was this contrary to the Jews' idea of the Messiah? 

3) Do the two epistles to the Thessalonians shed any further light 

on the content of Paul's preaching and reasoning with the 

Thessalonians? 

3. Fruit: 

a. Was there any positive fruit among the Jews? How did the believing 

Jews evidence their faith? What is meant by "consorted with Paul and 

Silas"? 

b. What fruit was there among the Greeks? In the light of this information, 

was the church there predominantly Jewish or Gentile? What is meant by 

"devout Greeks"? 

c. How is it to be accounted for that "not a few" chief women were 

converted? Why are they especially mentioned? Why were there not 

"chief men" among the converts, at least not enough of them to warrant 

special mention? 

B. Persecution: 

1. Its cause and motive: 

a. What does vs. 5 tell us of the motive of this persecution on the part of 

the Jews that believed not? 

b. Of what were they envious? cf. vs. 4 

c. Compare this persecution as to its motive and character with that at 

Philippi: 

1) In what respect are the two similar? 

2) In what respect do they differ? 



3) What, then, do the Jewish and Gentile worlds have in common 

as to their attitude toward the gospel? Receptive? Opposed? 

2. Method: 

a. What kind of men did the Jews use as tools of their persecution? 

1) What is meant by "lewd fellows of the baser sort"? 

2) For what did they use these lewd fellows? 

b. What was the idea of setting the city "on an uproar"? 

c. Whom did they intend to bring out to the people? 

d. What is meant by "bring out to the people"? 

e. Did the Jews succeed in doing this? Why not? 

f. Why did they substitute Jason and certain brethren? Who is Jason? 

1) To whom did they bring them? What was the governmental 

set-up of Thessalonica? 

2) What was the charge against Jason and the brethren? 

a) Was this charge true? 

b) Where did we hear of this charge before? 

c) What does this charge show concerning the Jewish 

forces of persecution? Did persecution arise merely locally, 

or was there a concerted movement on the part of the Jews? 

d) Is this persecution quite in harmony with "his blood be 

upon us and our children"? 

e) How does the apostle characterize this opposition of the 

 Jews in I Thessalonians 2:14, ff. 

3. Result: 

a. What was the attitude of the rulers? 

b. What is meant by this taking of security? 

1) Was this merely a bond for a later court appearance, or did they 

exact some kind of promise from the brethren that this uproar 

would not be repeated, and that therefore Paul and Silas would be 

prevented from further activity here for the present? 

2) Is this to be characterized as a sane and level-headed action on 

the part of the rulers, or as a very wicked and unjust decision? 

3) Does Paul possibly refer to this incident when he says in 

I Thess. 2:18 that Satan hindered him? 

c. Why did the brethren send Paul and Silas away? Is this to be justified, 

or should they have remained? 

V. BEREA: (17:10-15) 

A. Labors: 

1. Place: 

a. Where was Berea located? 

b. What undoubtedly was again one of the main reasons why Paul labored 

here? 

2. Reception: 

a. Nothing is said here of what Paul preached. Can you conclude from 

vs. 1 what was the nature of his preaching? 

b. What was the attitude of the Bereans? 



1) What is meant by "more noble"? 

2) What is meant by "readiness of mind"? 

3) Was this, then, a case where the reception of the gospel was due 

to the attitude and readiness of man? 

c. How especially did the Bereans indicate this nobility? 

1) Does this searching of the Scriptures indicate doubt and 

suspicion on their part? 

2) What does this show as to their attitude toward the Word of 

God? 

3) Is their method the one to be followed also today? 

B. Fruit: 

1. Positive: 

a. Who are meant by "many of them," vs. 12? 

b. What appears to be the difference in constituency between the church at 

Berea and that at Thessalonica? 

c. What is the significance of "therefore," vs. 12? 

1) Is there a connection between "searching the Scriptures" and 

believing? 

2) Can it be said that this is the inevitable result of searching the 

Scriptures? Is it possible that men should imitate the Bereans, but 

that instead of coming closer to the truth they go farther away from 

it? 

2. Negative: 

a. Who occasioned the persecution at Berea? 

b. Why did these Thessalonian Jews interfere at Berea? 

c. What method did they follow again? 

d. What did the brethren do with Paul? With Silas and Timothy? Does this 

prove anything as to the attitude of the missionaries toward persecution? 

Did they leave because of fear? If so, why did Silas and Timothy remain? 

e. Where did Paul next go? Why did he now send for Silas and Timothy 

with such urgency? 
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