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Judge Samuel Leibowitz, judge of aBrooklyn criminal court, said in an interview with 

United Press, "The young criminal today, though barely out of knee pants, is more brazen, more 

cynical, more sadistic, than the toughest gangster of the Capone era." In Seattle, Washington, 

Judge William C. Long reports that the number of adolescents being brought into his office for 

criminal offense has increased 78 percent over the last 20 years. From New York to Washington, 

the problem of juvenile delinquency troubles the minds of civic leaders. 

You may say that that is Brooklyn and Seattle, but not my home town, or you may 

observe that they are adolescents of worldly homes, and thus entirely different from our 

Christian young people who are raised in Christian homes. This may be very true, but I wish to 

impress upon your mind that the problem of juvenile delinquency is a very real problem, also for 

you and me. 

At the basis of all unrest and wickedness is the carnal mind. That mind conceives all 

kinds of sin and evil enticements. Sin is progressive and develops as the ages unfold. Men invent 

new ways of sinning and seek anew to glorify the creature rather than the creator. 

This development of sin is reflected in what we may call the "Spirit of the age." All the 

attitudes and manners, pursuits and desires of man combined together and considered as a whole, 

indicate what man considers to be important, what his values are, and the way he thinks he 

should conduct his life. 

That spirit permeates all of life. One cannot escape coming into contact with it. The dress, 

conversation, music, entertainment, magazines, work, and art all reflect the spirit of the age. That 

spirit flows as a mainstream through all of society. It is the philosophy of life that the majority of 

the people profess. Anyone who doesn't proceed with the majority is branded "narrow minded." 

We may well ask, What is the spirit of our age? In this short article we cannot begin to 

discuss all the facets of such a question. We can best take an example of one sphere of life and 

investigate it so as to come to some understanding of the attitudes which are prominent among 

young people. 

Let us take the example of music. Music is a good representative of one's outlook on life, 

because it is the expression of one's inner self. Music is a melodious account of one's 

convictions. Considering these things, we ask, What does modern music tell us concerning the 

spirit of our age? The most popular type of music today as you well know, is the famed 

rock-n-roll music which is having its "hay day" in this age. It may seem so innocent, but what a 

tragic philosophy it conveys. Anyone with the least bit of sensitivity can readily feel the attitude 

such music takes toward all of life. Come one, come all, we're all young so just throw everything 

aside and live it up. Perhaps Leibowitz isn't so far off when he brands the criminal youth as 

"sadistic." Is it any wonder that youth act the way they do today, if such attitudes are in their 

minds. That this is the spirit of this age is obvious in considering the number of "pop" records 

sold today. 

The question comes to us, How do we react to this spirit? We cannot ignore the spirit of 

this age. The fact is that frequently what once we hated and resented, now becomes a willing part 

of us. Take also the example of music. Perhaps the first time you heard rock-n-roll, you disliked 

it. But, if you continued listening to such music, it became part of you. You sang the songs to 

yourself, you hummed the tunes, and became attached to them. The carefree melody dominated 



your thoughts. This is a very sad state, for I submit that when this occurs, this aspect of the spirit 

of this age has dominated your life. Your attitude toward all things, though you may not be 

conscious of it at all, is different. Indifference and carelessness soon become evident. School 

work becomes a chore, society is considered dull. Quiet meditation is boring because the rhythm 

of fast tapping feet is on your mind. This is the danger we must guard against. Music is but one 

example of the entire spirit of our age. The same carefree and liberal attitude also dominates the 

other aspects of life today. 

We can so easily become complacent and say, That may be true of some other people but 

not me. All the attitudes of this day and age do not affect me. These attitudes prevail in the 

wicked world. 

Such a conviction should not arise in our minds. The dangers are very real, and all the life 

view of this age, considered as a whole, is careless, thoughtless, and above all godless. That 

spirit can creep into our home so easily. We may keep out the television, forbid subscriptions to 

immoral magazines, forbid all rock-n-roll etc. but this negative approach is not enough. We must 

have an entirely different spirit. We need the spirit of truth as our covenant parents, teachers, and 

ministers try to impress upon our minds. We need God-centered music, magazines, 

entertainment, and conversation. When our minds are filled with God's spirit, we have no room 

for the spirit of this age. This requires an ardent battle. It is a struggle for us, but let us pray to 

God for the strength that we may be faithful to him and forsake all that would hinder us from 

serving him with our all. We cannot serve God and mammon. It is either-or, not both-and. 
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