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One of the most important aspects of the life of young people is their interest and concern 

in finding either a young boy or a young girl who can be for them a partner in marriage. This 

occupies much of their time and thinking, and is a major concern of their life. It is of this that I 

would like to write for a few articles, the Lord willing. 

Marriage is an important institution. In fact it is the most important institution of life. 

There are many relationships which exist between men who live in this world such as the relation 

between government and governed, the relation between employer and employee, the relation 

between various members of a certain organization who have united for a common purpose, the 

relation between teacher and pupil, etc. But the marriage relation is fundamental to them all. If 

there were no such thing as the marriage bond, there would be no birth of children, and there 

would not be any other relation in life. And all the other institutions of men which I have 

mentioned all stem from the relation between a husband and his wife. It is because of this 

fundamental institution created by God that there are institutions of work, of government, of the 

school, of the family, etc. Our whole life in this world as we live together with our fellow man 

comes directly from the family. And above all else, the church and its existence from the 

beginning to the end of time is only possible because a man leaves his father and his mother and 

cleaves unto his wife, and they become together one flesh. 

God created this relation between husband and wife in Paradise when Adam stood in the 

state of integrity. He caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and formed Eve from a rib of 

Adam's body. In this way He made a help meet for Adam who could live with him in the union 

of marriage. And it was this act of God that made possible the life of men in the world in all the 

relationships in which they live. Adam was created as the head over Eve, and Eve was his help 

meet. The father, in older times, was the head of the family in a very real sense of the word. As 

long as he lived, he was the ruler not only of his immediate family, but also of those generations 

which followed him and came forth from him. He was the responsible one for his children, his 

children's children, and his children's children's children, if he lived that long. And he was 

responsible for the instruction of all of them, for their employment, for their social life, for their 

place in the church and in family worship. He was a ruler in the strictest sense of the word. And 

when society and life became more complex and was divided into separate institutions of 

learning, of work, of government, it nevertheless all came forth from the relation between 

parents and children, from the institution of the family which marriage made possible. 

Thus the marriage relation is very important. And yet this whole institution has been 

horribly corrupted and mutilated by sin in a godless world. And because this institution has been 

corrupted by sin, there is also something drastically wrong with dating and courtship as we know 

it in our day. The result is that there are all kinds of columns in daily papers and magazines that 

attempt to answer problems which arise in marriage and in the lives of young people as they go 

about looking for a marriage partner. There are two or three such columns in The Grand Rapids 

Press. But the simple fact of the matter is that no amount of columns are ever going to solve any 

problems. The problem lies in sin and evil and the distortion of this beautiful institution of life. 

And no amount of superficial advice and supposedly sympathetic concern is going to change this 

in any way. 



It is natural and worthy that a young boy seeks a young girl as his life's partner. It is 

natural and worthy that a young girl desires the company of a young buy. But it is well that we 

do not follow the pattern of this world in which we live both in seeking a marriage partner and in 

living in the marriage relationship. 

The institution of matrimony is one of the most beautiful in life. And this is undoubtedly 

due to the fact that it is, according to Scripture, a picture of the relation between Christ and His 

church. At least it should he a picture of Christ and His church, and it will be if husband and wife 

live together in the fear of the Lord. 

Marriage is possible because of the way in which the woman was created. She was taken 

from a rib of man. And this means that there is a certain and essential likeness between a man 

and a woman. They are both rational and moral creatures, created originally in the image of God. 

They are both on the same level and alike in this respect that they are the highest of all the 

creatures which God created, and are capable of standing in a relation of king to the rest of the 

world, but in a relation of servant to God. They are both human beings. They are both people. 

There is not the difference between a man and a woman that there is between a man and an 

animal, or between a man and a tree. Both man and woman are capable of thinking and willing, 

of living a life in this world, but also standing in contact with things that are not of this world, 

but are of God and His kingdom. If this were not the ease, marriage would be impossible. But 

since this is true, man and woman can live together as husband and wife. 

Yet it stands to reason that although it is necessary for a man and a woman to be alike in 

this respect, if they were exactly alike in every detail, marriage still would be impossible. And so 

the Lord created Eve in such a way that while she was formed in the image of man, she was also 

different from her husband. And it was because of these differences that she could be a help meet 

to him, that she could supply what Adam himself noticed was lacking in his life, that she could 

complement the life of Adam and make it full, that she could be a partner, a companion, a friend 

within the marriage relation. There could be fellowship and communion between husband and 

wife, a full and complete life, a harmonious and rich existence in the real sense of the word in the 

state of marriage. 

These differences are of two kinds especially. There are physical differences, and there 

are psychological, differences. There are differences in the physical structure of a man and 

woman, and there are differences in the way a man and a woman think. And because of these 

two, they can be one flesh. But of these we will speak later. 
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