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Three pre-school agers, clamoring about on the backyard fence, were engaged in the 

following conversation: 

Teddy: "When I get big I'm going to be a bread man." 

Cathy: "I'm going to be a Mom." 

Freddie: "I'm going to be a Fred." 

Each had his or her own aspirations, well considered, looming large as a worth-while 

goal for which to strive. 

The problem faced was a real one, but evidently grows more acute as each passes into the 

class of the teen-agers. 

How can each teen-ager recognize the vocation which God has appointed for him? How 

should he go about determining that?  First, give it plenty of serious thought. 

This is one of the three great issues that confront every covenant young man or woman; 

three of the biggest decisions to be made in your whole lives: Making confession of faith, 

choosing a life mate, and choosing a vocation. 

You don't want to be a drifter, tossed about like a piece of driftwood, shifting from one 

job to the next, disliking the one as much as the other. 

You don't want to plunge blindly into whatever comes along in the hope that somehow 

this might be just the position suited for you. 

You don't want to go aimlessly through your education in high school and college while 

you might be profitably majoring in the subjects that can help you to obtain your objective. 

So think about it. But by all means do so prayerfully. Who but the Lord knows just 

exactly what He has created you for, and what work He has before ordained that you should 

carry out? 

Read Ephesians 2:10, and prayerfully commit your way unto the Lord!  Next, set your 

sights. 

What is your aim? Have you made up your mind what your chief ambition in life shall 

be? 

Do you want to get rich, wallow in the luxuries of this world, and make mammon your 

god? Pause a moment to read Luke 11:13-21 and James 5:1-8. 

Do you want a career merely for the sake of a career? Are you day-dreaming of your 

name in the headlines of the papers or in the annals of science, industry, or politics? Read 

I John 2:15-17. 

Or do you desire to live as friend-servant of God, faithfully using the talents God has 

entrusted to you, with the one great ambition to be pleasing to Him? See Matthew 25:14-30, the 

parable of the Talents. 

Be sure you first settle that matter in your own mind prayerfully. Then, size up the field. 

There are the various professions to consider: the ministry, teaching, science, law, 

medicine, nursing, etc. 

Now don't frown because I mention the ministry and teaching first. I do consider these 

the highest calling anyone can receive in this world, don't you? Besides, the church has a very 

limited source of supply to draw from, while the whole wide world can be screened for scientists 

and the like. So your first question should be whether God has gifted you and called you for a 

definite vocation right within the church. 



In considering the other professions the following must be considered: 

Will my education and training for this particular profession deprive me of my public 

worship and other activities in my own church. 

What effect will my training have upon my spiritual life? For example, I like to see our 

girls take interest in nursing, but I don't like it that this training so often deprives them of the 

very essential fellowship with the church in these formative years. It is well to consider that 

seriously. 

How much would a certain profession interfere with my life in the church and in my 

family? 

Would that profession force me into an entangling alliance with the world? 

Then there is the field of skilled labor to consider. I am thinking now of such vocations as 

electronics, engineering, bookkeeping, accounting, construction, salesmanship, etc. 

Once again, can I do this to the glory of God in the best use of my God-given talents? Is 

this a proper means for me to support my family and contribute to God’s kingdom? Will this 

particular vocation, as it appeals to me now, make it possible for me to he active in the church 

and to bring up my family in the fear of the Lord? 

And these same questions may be asked in regard to any field of unskilled labor. Will I 

have time to serve God as I must? Does it involve Sunday labor? Does it require union 

membership? Will it be possible for me to carry out this employment and remain faithful to my 

God and unspotted from the world? 

In one word, ask, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?" Now, take a good look in the 

mirror. 

It is always well to see ourselves as others see us. One glance takes away any inflated 

notion we might have of ourselves. A longer look helps to realize that we are not so different 

from others, even though we might have thought we were. And a careful study of ourselves helps 

to recognize the talents God has entrusted particularly to us. 

A high school education can help us to know ourselves. If it serves to reveal our hidden 

talents we have not gone to school in vain. 

But it is hard to be honest with ourselves isn’t it? 

Therefore, discover your abilities in prayer before the face of God. And last, but by no 

means least, consult others. 

Talk it over with Dad and Mom, for they are just as concerned about your future welfare 

as you should be. 

Talk it over with your teachers and minister. You will make the worth-while discovery 

that they are just as human as you are. You will also discover that they have been observing you 

with understanding eyes, and know you better than you realized. They are also sincerely 

interested in your welfare. Just try them out. 

But finally, - and I say this in all sincerity, talk it over with your God. He made you for 

His purpose. Ask Him to show you the way that He has planned for you. Commit your way unto 

the Lord, and He will direct your paths. He surely will! 
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