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From the giant printing press all over the land an enormous supply of religious literature 

is daily being provided and distributed without cost to the public. Churches and religious sects of 

every hue compete at enormous costs to get their message across and win adherents to their 

particular view.  This necessitates a discerning public, for the lack of proper discernment is the 

fertile soil in which deception prospers. It also demands utmost vigilance for us in providing 

sound and thorough education in the truth for our children because lack of this produces a 

generation that is unable to discern and thus is made an easy prey to the propagandists of deceit 

and falsehood. In this article however we want to especially emphasize the importance of young 

people developing the good habit of proper discernment in the labyrinth of religious confusion 

that characterizes our present age. 

Permit us to use an illustration to make this matter clear. 

Some time ago we received in the mail a small booklet containing four separate sermons. 

We read them with interest. The first one was entitled, "Sowing And Reaping" and although no 

Scriptural passage was cited, we observed that the author had in mind the text of Galatians 6:7, 

"For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." The sermon made interesting reading 

and many of the illustrations and comments it contained were expressive of elements of truth. 

Some of these we would like to convey to our readers merely for the purpose of showing how 

easy it is to draw a superficial conclusion that "that was a good (true) sermon" without making 

proper discernment. 

The author begins by emphasizing the importance of selecting the right kind of seed in 

the matter of sowing and knowing that we are morally and spiritually sowing that right kind. He 

writes: "Suppose I meet a man who is sowing seed, and I ask: `What kind of seed are you 

sowing?' and he replies, `I don't know!' In reply I ask, `Don't you know whether it is tares or 

wheat, good or bad?' And he answers `No. I don't know what it is, but it is seed, and I am sowing 

it.' What would you think of such a man? Perhaps you would think he had holes in his head. But, 

friend, he would not be half as foolish as the man who saws for time and eternity, knowing that 

lie is sowing the kind of seed which will bring him eternal misery." 

Elements of truth! 

Further, ha stresses the importance of parental training being the right kind of sowing. He 

uses this illustration to express the point. 

"A father started for his office early one morning, after a light fall of snow. Turning, he 

saw his two-year-old boy endeavoring to put his tiny feet in his own footprints. The little fellow 

called after him, `Go on, I'se comin,' papa; I'se comin' yight in ure tracks.' He picked the little 

boy up in his arms and returned him to his mother, and started again for his office. His habit had 

been to stop on the way at the saloon for a glass of liquor. As he stood upon the threshold of the 

tavern that morning he seemed to hear a sweet voice say: `Go on, I'se comin,' papa; I'se comin' 

yight in ure tracks.' He stopped, he hesitated, he looked the future squarely in the face. `I cannot 

afford to make any tracks I would be ashamed to have my boy walk in,' he said decidedly, and 

turned away." 

Elements of truth! 

Then again the author paints to the truth that in our sowing we must learn patience for the 

harvest is not immediately reaped.  This is so with respect to both good and bad sowing. To show 



the former he points to Galatiaus 6:9 and James 5:7, "Let us not grow weary in well-doing for in 

due season we shall reap, if we faint not." And the latter is evident from Ecc. 8:11, "Because 

sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is 

fully set in them to do evil." 

Elements of truth! 

We speak here of elements of truth because the whole truth is not presented in this 

sermon but rather the underlying tenor of it is false and this is cleverly disguised under a 

camouflage of truthful elements. Like so much that floods the religious market today, it is not 

what is said and written that is so glaringly false but rather what is left unsaid gives the lie to 

what appears on the surface to be true. This is deception and unless we discern carefully, we will 

be carried away by it on a path that leads away from the true fellowship of God in Christ Jesus. 

Many are and in their generations go lost! This is serious, young people! 

This we see clearly by discerning several elements in this sermon. Firstly, as we stated 

before, the sermon has no textual basis. It is merely a dissertation on a general subject taken from 

the Bible. Such "topic preaching" rather than "preaching the Bible" is common in our day. At 

first the topics stand rather closely related to things in Scripture but it is usually not very long 

before the preacher discovers that the gullible and easily misled public is more fascinated and 

lured by other subjects so that, as we experienced a few years ago in the Reformed Church, the 

Daily Paper is made the source of sermon themes instead of the Bible. "For Sale, For Rent, Help 

Wanted, House For Rent, Apartment Needed, Used Cars," and many more like these are 

employed. Incredible??  In Reformed circles!! But it is so! 

This leads to a second serious error. That is that even when the subject chosen is related 

to the Bible, it is never expounded in the light of its setting in Scripture. In the sermon referred to 

there is not one word said or one small reference to the context. The result of this is a philosophic 

discourse on a given theme and a total lack of Biblical exegesis and concepts. This is a serious 

lack and a very gross error. It is the very destruction of true preaching! 

Thirdly, this sort of preaching, however it may be colored with nice phrases, impressive 

language, attractive illustrations, etc. which appeal to the undiscerning, omits the essential 

element of the truth of the Gospel. That element is CHRIST! This is strikingly true in connection 

with the sermon we are writing about. The author totally ignores the truth that man in sin can and 

does only sow unto the flesh corruption. He never mentions directly or indirectly the truth that it 

is alone through Christ Jesus and His regenerating grace and Spirit that one is able to sow good 

seed unto everlasting life. The impression is made throughout that man determines of his own 

free will and pleasure what he will sow and, therefore, he has no need of the Christ of God at all. 

He is master of his own fate, captain of his own soul. This the carnal minded public likes to hear. 

Oh, the author does not state this in so many words but this belongs to the subtle deception of 

that form of preaching that presents the lie in admixture with elements of the truth! 

Our space is more than taken. Let us conclude here by stating, young people, exercise the 

power of discernment. Utilize to the fullest advantage your catechetical training, your societies, 

your personal study of the Word of God in the days of your youth and in the light of the truth of 

the Word, evaluate what you hear and read in such a way that you "Prove all things; hold fast 

that which is good." I Thess. 5:21. 
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