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III. AT PHILIPPI, 16:11-40 

A. The Journey, vss. 11, 12. 

1. What is the significance of "therefore," vs. 11? 

2. Trace the journey. How long did it take? 

3. What kind of city was Philippi? 

a. What is the meaning of "the chief city of that part of Macedonia"? 

b. What is meant by "a colony"? 

4. How long did they remain at Philippi? 

B. The Conversion of Lydia, vss. 13-15. 

1. How did the missionaries make contact at Philippi? 

a. Where did they go on the Sabbath day? 

b. Why did they go here? 

c. To whom did they speak? What does it indicate that their first audience 

here consisted of women? 

d. Was there no Jewish synagogue at Philippi, or does Paul forsake his 

rule of "to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile"? 

2. Who was the first convert at Philippi? 

a. What does her name "Lydia" indicate? 

b. What was her business? Why is this mentioned? 

c. Was Lydia a Jew or a Gentile? 

d. What was her spiritual, or religious, status before she heard Paul's 

preaching? 

e. What did the Lord do to her? What does this mean? 

f. What was the result of this opening of her heart? What does it mean that 

she "attended" to the preaching of Paul? 

g. What followed upon her attending to the things Paul spoke? 

1) What does this baptism indicate? 

2) Who were baptized with her? Is this proof for infant baptism? 

3. Lydia's hospitality: 

a. Why is this invitation to stay at Lydia's house specially mentioned? 

    1) Does it show anything concerning Lydia and her conversion?  

2) Was it of any importance as far as the labors of Paul and his 

companions were concerned? 

b. What was Lydia's attitude? 

1) Was she very eager to have the missionaries at her house? 

2) What was the motive of her hospitality? Vas it ordinary, natural 

friendliness? Or was it of a spiritual nature? 



3) What does this incident show concerning the relation of Jew and 

Gentile, both on Lydia's part and on the part of Paul? 

c. What do you think of those who read in this passage the beginnings of a 

romance between Paul and Lydia? 

C. Persecution at Philippi, vss. 16-40. 

1. The occasion of the persecution: 

a. What was the position of this damsel, as is plain from the reference to 

her "masters"? 

b. What is meant here by a "spirit of divination"? The margin renders it a 

"spirit of Python." 

c. What was the testimony of this damsel as she followed Paul? 

1) How is it to be explained that the evil spirit in her would give 

such testimony? 

2) Why did the damsel follow Paul and Silas with such testimony? 

3) What was the purpose of God with this incident? 

d. Why was Paul grieved by this testimony of the damsel? 

e. What did Paul command the evil spirit? 

1) Was the command successful? 

2) What explains the success of Paul's command? Was this also 

expressed in the command itself? 

f. How did this become the occasion of persecution? 

2. The persecution: 

a. What did the masters of the damsel do with Paul and Silas? 

1) What is meant by the "marketplace"? 

2) To whom did they bring them? 

3) Were not Luke and Timothy persecuted? Explain this. 

b. What was the charge that was brought against them? 

1) Did they bring a valid charge according to Roman law? 

2) What is the difference between the charge brought here and the 

charges in previous persecutions? 

a) Why did they include in the charge that Paul and Silas 

were Jews? 

b) Was this then persecution for the sake of the gospel, or 

was it a case of anti-Semitism? 

c. What was the result of the charges registered? 

1) How is it to be explained that the multitude became so 

inflamed? 

2) Was there any kind of trial? Why not? 

3) What was done to Paul and Silas? 

a) How was this scourging carried out? 

b) How were Paul and Silas treated by the jailor? 

3. The conversion of the Jailor: 

a. What did Paul and Silas do at midnight? 

1) Why did they do this at midnight? 

2) Why is it mentioned that the prisoners heard them? 

3) Did this have any effect upon the prisoners? 



4) How is it to be explained that they sang praises? Is there any 

relation between their prayer and their singing? What was the 

substance of their prayer? 

b. What followed immediately upon the prayer and singing? 

1) What is the significance of this earthquake, as well as of 

earthquakes in general in Scripture? 

2) What happened to the prison as a result of this earthquake? 

3) What was the effect of all this upon the jailor? What did he 

intend to do? Why? 

c. The conversion: 

1) How did Paul prevent him from committing suicide? 

2) What question did the jailor then ask? What is the meaning of 

this question? How is it to be explained that the jailor asks this 

question? 

3) What is Paul's answer? 

a) Was this something that the jailer "must do"? 

b) Does this passage show that faith is a condition of 

salvation? Explain. 

c) Was this Paul's only answer to the jailer, or did he preach 

Christ to the jailor, the Christ Whom he admonished him to 

believe? 

4) What was the fruit? How is it manifest that the jailor was 

converted? Is this baptism merely a formal, outward ceremony 

accompanying conversion, or is it of deeper significance? 

5) How does the jailor manifest his faith by his works? vs. 34. 

4. The release of Paul and Silas, vss. 34-40: 

a. How is it to be explained that the magistrates ordered the release of Paul 

and Silas the next morning? 

b. Whom did they send to effect this release? 

c. What was Paul's reply to this message? 

1) Why does he insist that the magistrates come personally? Would 

this be any compensation for their public beating and 

imprisonment? In what way? 

2) Why does Paul make use here of his Roman citizenship? 

3) Why does Paul insist on being publicly justified? 

4) Does all this have anything to do with their labors as 

missionaries and with the cause of the gospel? 

d. The release: 

1) What do the magistrates do? Why do they want them to depart 

from the city? 

2) Having been released, do Paul and Silas depart immediately? 

Why not? 

3) Was there a church established at Phihppi? Who belonged to 

this congregation? Was it a large congregation or not? Was it a 

Jewish or Gentile or mixed congregation? Why did they "comfort' 

`the brethren? 



(to be continued) 
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