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Beloved Young People of our Protestant Reformed Churches. It is a great privilege for me 

to be able to speak to you at this convention. The last convention I attended was 10 years ago in 

1994 and I attended it, like you, as a conventioneer. Now I am here as a minister and chaperone. 

I want to start by doing something a little off-topic. I am going to ask a question, and I 

want you to stand up in response. All of you who are without a minister in your congregation 

please stand. Now, all of you, look around and see how many that is. Our synod spoke to this 

need this year by reminding our churches and people of this need. I think we can all see the need. 

These are sheep of Christ who have no pastor. Young men, all of you are thinking of the future, 

and this is one of the things that you ought to consider. This week is the perfect opportunity to 

get some help and advice as you consider it. Ten years ago, at the convention I attended, I 

specifically remember speaking with Rev. Cammenga and Prof. Dykstra about the call to the 

ministry. And now, by God’s grace, here I am with the privilege of speaking to you. 

My topic is “Walking with God: The Believer’s Holy Life.” 

When we look at Scripture we learn that “walking with” someone means especially two 

things. First, it means that we agree, that we agree on a common purpose. Amos 3:3 says, “Can 

two walk together, except they be agreed?” and the idea is that two who walk together do agree. 

Second, walking with someone implies closeness and fellowship. This is the idea of our walking 

with God: 1) we agree with him, and 2) we are close to him. 

Whenever you walk with someone, there are two walking. We must look at our walking 

with God from two points of view. God walks with us, as well as we walk with him. This is 

important. We must start with God. Our walking with God means, first, that he reconciles us to 

himself by changing us so that we agree with him. God changes us by breaking down the enmity 

that exists between us and him, and removing the sin that gets in the way. Then the two are 

agreed, and then we can walk with God. 

But, there are two. And the other is us. Today we look especially at our calling to walk 

with God. 

I am going to divide my speech under five heads as I explain what it means to walk with 

God. To help you in remembering what I say (and to keep you awake), I will use five words that 

start with the letter “P.” 

First, “Pleasing to God.” Our walk with God is one that is pleasing to God. 

In all of Scripture the clearest illustration of one who walked with God was Enoch. In 

Genesis 5:24 we read, “And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.” What 

was that walk with God. Hebrews 11 tells us, not that he walked with God, but that “He pleased 

God.” To walk with God is to walk in a way that pleases God. That way is the way of holiness, 

the way of keeping his commandments. God said to Abraham in Genesis 17:1, “I am almighty 

God, walk before me, and be thou perfect.” What is he saying? He is saying Abraham, I am 

going to look at you as you walk, and I want you to walk in a way that pleases me—a perfect 
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way, a way of holiness. Walking with God means that we walk in a way that agrees with God’s 

word. 

Now, I want to give just a few examples of how your life as young people must agree 

with God’s word and so be a life that is pleasing to him. 

First, God has given you a lot of free time as young people—free time that you will want 

to fill with “entertaining” yourself. God’s word lays down how you should entertain yourself—

not with the entertainments of the world, not with what is highly esteemed in the world as “fun” 

or “entertaining,” for that which is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of 

the Lord. 

My second example. You are created, like me and everyone here, as sexual beings. But, 

you are single. In your circumstance, God’s word says you must remain a virgin and not exercise 

the sexuality of your being. 

Third, God has not yet given you the lasting relationships of your life, a marriage partner. 

So, you are looking to establish lasting friendships, and find a life’s partner. God’s word says, 

“Marry in the Lord” and “Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.” 

A fourth example. God calls most of you to live at home with your parents yet, either 

because you are too young to move out, or because it is their will you stay there, or even because 

you choose to stay there. God’s word says to children living with their parents, “Honor thy father 

and thy mother.” 

Another example. God calls most of you to work in a job in the world with many ungodly 

people, and God even calls you to live with other believers who may want to live in a sinful way. 

God’s word says that you must be a witness to these in your speech and with your life. 

Walking with God means that you will keep your virginity. Walking with God means that 

you will not go after the entertainments of the world (its music and movies). Walking with God 

means you will seek out godly friends and relationships. Walking with God means you will 

honor and obey your parents. Walking with God means you will be good witnesses in life and 

speech. 

Your life will agree with God’s word, and so you will be pleasing to him. 

Are you pleasing to God? Does your walk please the Lord? 

Scriptures give us some beautiful examples of young people who did walk with God. 

Joseph stood against his wicked brothers and their sins, and didn’t just go with the flow. And 

when he was tempted to sin by Potiphar’s beautiful wife—he chose for God. What did he say? 

“How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” (not Potiphar, or you). Or you have 

Moses, refusing to be called the son of Pharaoh but choosing rather to suffer affliction with 

God’s people. Or David, the man after God’s own heart, willing to stand against his brothers, 

against Goliath, against Saul. These are the heroes of faith of Hebrews 11. You would like a hero, 

someone to follow…how about, Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, or the others. 

What was it that characterized all these? They kept God’s commandments and that pleased the 

Lord. 

Do you? When God looks down on your life, does he like what he sees? Is it pleasing to 

him? 

Or, and this is the alternative, is it what pleases you, your old man of sin, and, in the end, 

the devil. So that Satan sees how you lives and is pleased, claps his hands in delight. Oh, that’s 

what he does you know when he sees a child of God stumble. He stands on the side lines as we 

walk with God, sticks out his foot to trip us up, and “gotcha.” Or he dangles some bate 
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(temptation) in front of our face as we walk and we fall, and he claps his hands; YES! They have 

fallen again. 

Who are you pleasing? God? Self? Or the devil? 

Second, walking with God is Personal. It is a personal walk with God. Not just that you 

belong to a church that walks with God. Not just that in your home life, that your parents walk 

with God. But it is that you are close to him in your own life. The other two speeches this week 

have addressed this. You must know God, personally. You must pray to God—privately, and in 

person. God says to Abraham, and to you and me, “walk before me.” Your life of holiness is not 

before men first of all, but before God. You shouldn’t live a particular way just because Mom 

and Dad tell you to, or the church tells you to, or you’d look silly and get embarrassed by the 

results of your sin (How embarrassing it would be to have a child out of wedlock! How 

embarrassing to end up in jail for a crime). No, it is a personal walk before God because his word 

says it. You don’t walk just as part of a crowd moving in a general direction, but personally you 

walk with God. 

In Leviticus 26:12, God says to Israel, “I will walk among you, and will be your God, and 

ye shall be my people.” Then in verse 21, he says, “If ye will walk contrary to me, and will not 

hearken unto me, I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins.” I am 

interested in the word “contrary.” That word has the idea of “antipathy” or “resistance” to God. 

This is not the kind of resistance of the world outside the church, but is the antipathy of church 

members and of children in the covenant who say, “Well, we are walking with God. God is in the 

church. God is in my home. We are walking with God,” but there is no personal walk with God. 

They are going in the general direction of walking with God, but it is in resistance and with 

antipathy. Its like a little child being dragged along by his parents—I don’t want to, but I guess I 

have to. Or better, like a child who is part of a crowd moving in a general direction, but he is 

flitting from this side to that, and half the time walking backwards, or away from the general 

direction, with no interest in where the crowd of adults is headed. To walk with God is a personal 

thing. I walk with God. I know his word. I depend on him in prayer. I keep his commandments. 

Third P—Progress. There is progress in our walk with God. That is true of walking. 

Walking is not standing. Walking is not going backwards—that is digression (or in Scriptural 

terms, falling away). A person who walks, though he do it very slowly, moves ahead. We do not 

stay in the same place in our walk with God, but move ahead. We should not be happy to stay in 

one place. There is in the Christian life a “growth in grace” which is an ever greater 

understanding of our sin and a greater humility before God and men, and then an increase or 

improvement in holiness so that it can very really be said, “I am better today than last year.” It is 

the decay more and more of the old man of sin, and the coming to life more and more of the new 

man. There were sins I struggled with that I am now victorious over. Once I did not find it so 

easy to be part of church life and activities, and now I love it. I always used to fight back and 

argue with my parents, but now I have learned to be patient, to listen, to show respect. That’s 

what the Scriptures mean when they say that God’s people “go on from strength to strength” 

until at last they appear in Zion. 

Can you say that about yourself? As you look at your life. You have struggled, young 

men, against some of the evil thoughts and lusts. Is there progress in your fight and overcoming, 

so that you can say, by God’s grace, you are stronger? If not, can you say at least this, “there is a 

desire for improvement, and I fight it, Oh, I fight it?” How is your relationship in the home with 

your parents? Are you maturing in your behavior toward them? Your witness to the world? Is it 

clearer, more distinct now than in the past that you are a child of God? 
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Fourth P—Patience with God. This, I think, is very important for young people, and 

something that adults, pastors and parents, tend to overlook. We get established in life in our 

early to mid-twenties, and forget for many years what it is to wait on God day after day for 

something we really desire in life. Many of you young people know what I am talking about. You 

are waiting for something to happen. Maybe a job. Maybe a milestone that is holding you back 

right now, graduation, 16 and drivers license, 18 and different curfew. Or, and I think this is most 

common, maybe you are waiting for a partner for life, or even a date. We have to learn that we 

are walking with God, and at his pace, not ours. Psalm 73, “thou hast holden me by my right 

hand, thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory.” God leads us 

through life to glory, and, he has his pace, his plan for our life. 

Hebrews 11 talks about Enoch and many others who walked with God. That was a walk 

of faith. Their faith meant, not only that they trusted in God from day to day, but that they trusted 

in God’s promises even when they didn’t see them happening. Abel believed the promise of the 

Christ and brought a lamb, even when it meant derision and death. Enoch walked with God, even 

though it meant persecution and mockery. Noah built an ark because it was going to rain—and 

never saw a cloud. Abram was promised the land of Canaan, and lived in tents. 

That’s the kind of patience that is part of a walk with God. God promises you what is best 

for you in your life— “All things work together for good to them that love God.” You don’t see it 

always, but you must trust his promise. 

The fifth P—Persecution. This is my last one, and it’s negative. But, I want to use it last 

to highlight my final comment which will be positive. 

Part of our walk with God is that we receive persecution. “They that will live godly in 

Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.” That’s not indefinite—might suffer persecution, can 

expect to—but, it is definite—they will suffer persecution. How much have you suffered? Do 

you suffer? There is a correlation, you know, between the amount of persecution you receive, and 

how closely you walk with God. The closer you walk with God, the more persecution you can 

expect. How much do you suffer for your faith? Is it much? Almost none at all? Why? Is it 

because you aren’t walking with God as you should? 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, all the men of Scripture who walked with 

God suffered persecution. This will take different forms at different times in the history of the 

world, but, if you are walking with God you will be persecuted. The ungodly hate the God we 

serve. The ungodly hate the law of that God. The ungodly hate the Savior Jesus Christ, and they 

hate our speaking of him, because Jesus demands a confession of sin and a change of life, and 

they don’t want that. You say something about Scripture on homosexuality these days, you say 

something about Scripture on sex outside of marriage these days, you say something about God’s 

particular love these days, and you will suffer for it. 

Ah, but what a privilege: to suffer for the name of Christ. To be identified with him in 

your walk. To have it said of you, by the world that hates Christ, “we will not have this person, 

put him with Christ in the torture chamber, put him with Christ on the cross of suffering.” What a 

joy. What a privilege. To be counted with him. 

This walk leads to heaven; and the persecution highlights the joy of heaven. Enoch 

walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. And they sought him, the ungodly men who 

wanted to kill him, and he could not be found, for God had taken him. Against the background of 

persecution, and out of the way of persecution, Christ takes his own to glory to live with him 

eternally. That is where our walking leads us—into the glorious presence of Christ and God. 
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Come with me, will you? Let us walk that way that pleases God, personally each one. Let 

us make progress as pilgrims. Let us be patient and trust God. Let us be persecuted for his name. 

Young people, join with me, Let us go on. 

Thank you! 
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