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Dear Rev. Laning 
 

I have a question that I have been thinking about for awhile. I’ve been reading through 

the Old Testament, and I’ve been bothered by the rampant polygamy that is recorded there. I 

don’t understand why God allowed the Old Testament men to have so many wives and 

concubines, and why He doesn’t rebuke them. We know from Jesus’ teachings that this 

constitutes adultery, and those men had the 10 commandments. The thing that really confuses me 

is that the first wife doesn’t seem to be the blessed wife, as you would expect since she is the 

“real” wife. Take, for example, Jacob. He married Leah first (and this is besides the fact that she 

was apparently the stronger of the two spiritually), and yet God loved and blessed Joseph, the 

son of Rachel, the most of all the sons. The same is true in David’s life: Solomon was born to the 

woman with whom David had an adulterous affair, and whose husband David killed. It almost 

seems like God actually blesses their infidelities, and disregards the legitimate relationships. 

Then it logically follows that divorce and remarriage isn’t really as bad as we make it out to be. 

I realize that there are really a few questions in there, but I just cannot come to a 

conclusion, and the questions keep piling up. I guess the primary question here is why didn’t 

God do something about all these men taking many many wives? Why didn’t He at least send 

prophets to rebuke this sin? 

 

Thank you very much! 

A reader who requests that her name not be published 

 

 

Dear Reader 
 

Many have asked the very question that you ask. It is a very interesting question. 

When God instituted marriage in the Garden of Eden, He showed that marriage was to be 

between one man and one woman for life. It is true that, in the Old Testament law, having more 

than one wife was not explicitly forbidden. The king was forbidden to multiply wives to himself 

(Deut. 17:17). A man was not allowed to be married to two sisters at the same time (Lev. 18:18). 

And if a man had two wives, and if his firstborn was not born to the wife he loved, he still had to 

grant that child the rights of the firstborn (Deut. 21:15ff). But this does not mean that God did 

not show His people the evil of having more than one wife. The quarrels between Sarah and 

Hagar, and between Leah and Rachel, are examples that show that God disciplined His people by 

bringing various troubles upon them when they had more than one wife. 

In the case of King David, we must remember that God certainly did chasten him for his 

sin. Remember what God said to him through Nathan the prophet (II Samuel 12:11-14). 

 

Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine 

own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto 

thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For 

thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before 
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the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. 

And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou 

shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion 

to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto 

thee shall surely die. 

 

David’s sin, of course, was more than that of marrying many wives. He was severely 

chastened for taking another man’s wife and murdering him. 

The truth concerning monogamy, like the truth concerning the Trinity, is an example of 

one that appears to us to be somewhat obscure in the Old Testament, but very plain in the New 

Testament. 

This, however, does not mean that “it logically follows that divorce and remarriage isn’t 

really as bad as we make it out to be.” There are many places in the Old Testament in which God 

rebukes His people for putting away their wives, and for committing fornication and adultery. 

Consider, for example, Malachi 2:13-16. 

 

And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, 

with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the 

offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand. Yet ye say, 

Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the 

wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she 

thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not he make one? 

Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might 

seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 

treacherously against the wife of his youth. For the LORD, the God of 

Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his 

garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that 

ye deal not treacherously. 

 

Here God strongly rebukes his people for putting away their wives, and says that He will 

not regard their offerings unless they repent of this sin. 

In the Old Testament the sins of fornication, taking another man’s wife, and marrying 

unbelievers, were rebuked frequently and in much detail. It is in the New Testament, however, 

that we see more clearly that adultery is committed also when someone is married to more than 

one person at the same time. 

I thank you for your question. 

 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Rev. Laning 
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