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August 1 Read Isaiah 25:6-12 
 

Isaiah prophesied of the captivity of Israel by Babylon and the darkness that came over Israel 

because of their sin. Also that prophesy spoke of the many judgments that would come upon the 

wicked both within Israel and upon the nations around about. However it is evident that this 

prophecy of Isaiah also speaks of the coming of Christ, both in His incarnation and in His second 

coming upon the clouds of heaven to usher in the new heavens and the new earth. We will 

concentrate in the following meditations upon this prophecy and others as they speak to us about 

the second coming of Christ. Surely Christ comes quickly and we must be prepared for His 

coming as He Himself tells us in His Word. This means for the church that we look for the time 

when God will destroy the covering cast over all people and the veil that is spread over the 

nations. The darkness of God’s judgment shall surely pass and the church shall be delivered. We 

are filled with gratitude for this testimony. Sing Psalter 104:1-3. 

 

August 2 Read II Timothy 3:1-7 
 

The time of darkness that shall be destroyed we presently live in. This is the time that we read 

about in II Timothy 3:1where we read that in the last days perilous times shall come. The 

perilous times are perilous times for the church. We might first want to apply this to man in 

general, because we see wars, pestilence, economical troubles, etc. And man in general finds that 

this is a difficult time to live in. In fact there are many pressures upon us to concentrate only on 

all these hardships that man faces, and it is even said this must be our concern as Christians to 

work to alleviate these things. But this is not the idea found in our text, rather it is so that these 

are perilous times for the church because of all the wickedness in the earth, verses 2ff. Thus 

because of the many temptations that we face in these days it is a perilous time for us. We must 

be spiritually prepared for this time, and it is necessary that we see the temptations and the 

urgency of our spiritual strengthening in the days in which we live. May God grant the grace to 

us for these days and may He lead us in that also through these meditations. Psalter 104:4-6. 

 

August 3 Read Isaiah 25:6-12; Isaiah 1 
 

Now as we begin to expand on the prophesy of Isaiah with respect to those things that must come 

to pass, we will take time to take note of the promises immediately set forth in this section of the 

Scripture. In the days in which we live, indeed perilous times for the church and for us as 

individuals and this because of the many temptations and the extreme wickedness of the age 

which affects also the church, we are given a comforting word of promise by the prophet. 

Understand that the day of this prophecy was a very dark day in the history of the church. Judah 

had walked in terrible sin as the first chapter of Isaiah makes plain. Further the wicked nations 

seemed to have the upper hand and seemed certain of complete victory. Judah would soon be 

carried off into captivity and all would appear lost. This is also true in our day, a fact that will 

even be clearer as we continue these meditations. But even now the question could be truly 

asked, are there any that have faith? And it shall become worse. Yet there is the promise of the 
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apostle “The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces, he will remove the disgrace 

of His people from all the earth. Sing Psalter 104:7-10. 

 

August 4 Read Isaiah 25: 6-12; Ephesians 2: 1-10 
 

Let us take note specifically to the words of the prophet in the present text. Jehovah the Almighty 

God will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples. This seems just the opposite from what the 

people would have and the place in which they found themselves. Because of sin they entered 

into darkness and all that they had was taken away. In captivity they would be deprived of all but 

the very barest of necessity in order to live, and even that life would be miserable. But it is even 

more true of you, covenant young people and of me and of your parents. We have deprived 

ourselves of all blessing by our sin and have become dead. We have nothing to sustain ourselves. 

We are empty by our sin. Worthy are we only of eternal death and condemnation. This Paul 

makes clear in the first three verses of Ephesians 2. But Jehovah will prepare a feast! Blessed 

God of all grace. Sing Psalter 108. 

 

August 5 Read Isaiah 25 6-8; Isaiah 61:1-3 
 

Jehovah prepares us a feast and on this mountain (within his church) we shall have the oil of joy 

for mourning, beauty for ashes, life for death, as the prophecy also speaks in the 61st chapter, 

when speaking of the coming of Christ. The picture of our text in Isaiah 25 is that the Lord will 

prosper us richly. Even as this prophecy was given to the saints of the day of the prophet, the 

fulfillment looked beyond the return from the captivity to the coming of Christ. Typically it was 

in a shadowy way fulfilled at the end of the captivity as the remnant returned to Judah and Mount 

Zion. But as is obvious from the remaining verses of this 25th chapter of Isaiah, the fulfillment 

would come later when Christ was born, and suffered and died and was risen and ascended into 

heaven. And yet more even now covered by the precious blood of Christ and forgiven for His 

sake, having received His Spirit and now beginning to live in the newness of the life of Christ, 

we still have but the beginning of the great feast that we will have when Jesus comes upon the 

clouds of heaven. Think of that! What a precious promise. Then we shall have no more sorrow, 

no more sin, no more suffering, but only joy and gladness in the fellowship of our God. Sing 

Psalter 111. 

 

August 6 Read Isaiah 25:6-8; Revelation 21:1-7 
 

The prophet continues to explain why we shall enter into the joy we have spoken of. It is because 

He will destroy the face of the covering cast over the people and nations. By sending Jesus Christ 

as our redeemer, God justifies the elect sinner in all peoples, and nations. Clearly this text also 

speaks of the coming of Christ for the forgiveness of sin extends far beyond the nation of Israel 

to the nations and peoples. And God swallows up death (the death of our own making by our sin 

and that of father Adam) and gives to us victory. And by the justifying work of Christ and 

through the operation of His Spirit, we are made free of sin and guilt and have nothing to fear. 

We must remember this as we look to the signs of Christ’s coming presently. Cleansed by the 

blood of Christ we shall have no more tears and all of our reproach shall be removed, for our sin 

is taken away. This is the comfort of the promise of the certain coming of our Lord that gives us 

strength also for the trials we now face. Blessed God of our salvation. Sing Psalter 292. 
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August 7 Read Isaiah 25:9; Psalm 25:1-6 
 

The prophet further states in this promise that the day comes when it shall be said “Lo, this is our 

God, we have waited for Him, and He will save us.” For Israel this was true, for us it shall also 

certainly come to pass. We wait for our God to come again, do we not? Young people to you live 

waiting for our God, waiting for Jesus’ return? As godly children we wait, we long for, we seek, 

we trust, we look for our Lord’s return. Even when it seems there is so much to occupy our 

thoughts and drive our activities, the child of God does long for the return of the Lord and seeks 

the day of the Lord. This is your life is it not, by the grace of God it is. And we shall not be 

dismayed or ashamed. Remember this when by God’s grace you serve Him and seek the coming 

of Christ you shall never be ashamed, but you shall be sustained in the battle of faith to obtain 

the day. This is the promise of our Lord in our text. We shall be glad and rejoice in His salvation. 

It is the promise of life eternal and everlasting fellowship with God. May we so hope for that 

day! Sing Psalter 298. 

 

August 8 Read Isaiah 25:9-12; II Peter 3:1-15 
 

The prophet points out to us that in this mountain, in the true church God dwells and brings 

salvation. But also this means the destruction of those that serve Him not, of His enemies. One 

cannot stand against Jehovah and His cause, one may not turn aside from His ways without 

tasting His vengeance and wrath. The prophet points out that the enemies of Israel shall be 

trodden down. Those that are proud and who oppose His word shall be destroyed and the things 

that they have made shall likewise be brought to naught. They may think that they have power 

and strength, and so also the world today acts as though there is no God. This is evident in the 

disdain that they hold for His word, so that the world overflows in wickedness, ungodliness and 

all manner of sin. But they and all that pertains to them shall be utterly destroyed. The Scripture 

emphatically teaches that it shall all be burned. We therefore must not trust in the ways of the 

wicked nor entertain them, but walk in godly fear before our Lord. Sing Psalter 354. 

 

August 9 Read Isaiah 26:20-21 
 

We will return to chapter 26 of Isaiah in these meditations at a later point, but for now I want to 

draw our attention to the last two verses of the chapter. God calls us as He did Judah through the 

prophet to enter into His presence. We are directed to find refuge in Him, but this means for a 

time that we are to enter our little place that he has given us and to close the doors behind us. We 

are to hide ourselves for a little moment. We cannot do this if we see how close to the world we 

can come. We cannot do this if we seek our entertainment at the hands of that world, or if we turn 

to the philosophy and wisdom of the world in our daily lives. We must not look to what this 

world offers, but are to flee to our chambers. Basically we must flee to our heritage, to our 

reformed faith, to our church and Bible studies, to our catechism and our parents for strength to 

stand in faith. But this means we must flee to God and His word and find our refuge and hiding 

place in that word. This we shall do by His sovereign grace, and in the faith that He gives to us. 

Sing Psalter 401. 

 

August 10 Read Isaiah 26:20-21; Galatians 6:1-6 
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The reason we are to hide ourselves, take our refuge apart from the world and within our God 

given place is to be safe until the indignation is past. You understand that God will not be 

mocked. He is the Holy One and He cannot allow His holiness to be tarnished by the sin of man. 

The wicked will also have their reward. God sends judgment to destroy Satan, his co-workers, 

and the world of sinful man. God’s indignation shall bring the wicked to destruction. Until then 

the trials will be great, and the wicked as the servants of Satan shall seek to destroy all that trust 

in God. Motivation indeed to hide oneself from that wicked world in the Word of Christ! Jehovah 

comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity—the beginning of 

which time of judgment is here now. Run to God and His word and close the doors by grace 

behind you against the world and its ways. Sing Psalter 396. 

 

August 11 Read Matthew 24:1-3 
 

When shall the end of His indignation be? Or when shall God so come in judgment against the 

wicked so as to destroy them? When must we hide ourselves? The answer to the last question of 

course is now, and every day of our lives. But when is the final judgment? This is basically the 

same question that the apostles put to Christ in our text, verse 3, “tell us, when shall these things 

be?” Jesus taught the disciples that this world must come to an end, verse 2. This is obviously the 

meaning that the apostles got from the words of the Lord that spoke of the stones of the temple 

being cast down. They desired to know when would the final judgment of the wicked come to 

pass and thus when would Jesus come again in judgment, and when would this present world 

come to an end. It is important for the church of Jesus Christ to know this. We must also hear the 

answer of Christ that we may by grace be properly prepared for that day. Sing Psalter 308. 

 

August 12 Read Matthew 24:4-5; II Peter 3:1-11 
 

Jesus next gives us the signs of His coming and the passing of the day of indignation. He begins 

by telling us that we must “Take heed that no man deceive you.” Of course the church and you 

must understand that we live in the day of deceivers. This is a part of the perilous time in which 

we live, as we learned in our former reading in II Timothy 3:1-7. Part of this deceit is by the 

world at large when they say as Peter teaches that they would say that there is no God, and there 

is no day of judgment, and as those before the flood said the same thing and perished so will they 

and those that listen to them, see II Peter 3. There are many today that will scoff at the idea that 

this world is becoming ripe for final judgment. And they will attempt to make you think the same 

way! Be not deceived. Sing Psalter 267. 

 

August 13 Read Matthew 24:5 
 

Jesus goes on to point out however that the way of deceit shall in particular be that many shall 

say that they are Christ and shall deceive many. In the first place Jesus says that such come in 

His name. That is He teaches us that the main deceit arises within that which calls itself the 

church of Christ. O! We know that there are many false religions that have arisen, the Jewish 

religion after the death of Christ, the Muslims, the Hindus, the Buddhists, Satanists, etc. All of 

these try to get you to believe that they have the way of truth that leads to peace for the soul. 

They are liars and deceivers. However, Jesus warns us that within that which calls herself church 
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arise deceivers, that say they are the Christ. They represent their teachings as that which Christ 

would bring, but are deceivers. This is what we now face, with the doctrines of true reformed 

faith under attack on every side. And in the name of Christ everything under the sun is approved 

and deceivingly taught to be the teaching of Christ. Take heed to be not deceived. Sing Psalter 

253:1-5. 

 

August 14 Read Revelation 2:18-29 
 

What Jesus has warned us of in Matthew 24:5 we see came to manifest in some of the churches 

of Asia Minor and to which Jesus refers so as to point out to us as a church what is right and 

what is not before Him Who is the King of the Church. In Thyatira for instance there were those 

that in the name of Christ teaching and seducing Christ’s people to commit fornication and to eat 

things sacrificed to idols. The point is that in allowing this evil woman to teach these things in 

the church many were in danger of being deceived. But today in the church from congregation to 

congregation things are taught to be right which are contrary to the Word of God, whether we 

refer to women in church office, or to divorce and remarriage, or to homosexual marriages and 

way of life. It ought not so to be. Be not deceived. Jesus will not tolerate such sin for long. He 

comes quickly. Sing Psalter 253: 6-10. 

 

August 15 Read Matthew 24:6-8 
 

Jesus continues to give us further signs of His coming and next speaks of wars and rumors of 

wars. Now we understand that since the fall there always has been strife among men and wars 

consequently. But as a sign of Christ’s coming and the coming of the final judgment the world is 

characterized by the fact that there are many wars and rumors of war. We live in a day in which 

this is true to the near full. Not because the wars take many lives, for the large part the ones 

presently fought do not. But there are wars that are found throughout the world and that affect 

the whole world of man. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan really are not huge, nor have they 

taken many lives. But they result from the fact that there is a fear of terrorism which has caused 

the whole world to tremble. And because of this fear there are wars in Africa (Nigeria, Ivory 

Coast, Congo, etc.) Wars between Israel and the Arabs, between Arabs and Arabs, and a fear of 

attack in Europe and the Americas. We live in an age of ongoing wars or rumors thereof. A sign 

that Christ comes! Praise the Lord. Sing Psalter 280. 

 

August 16 Read Matthew 24:7-8; Revelation 6 
 

In verse seven of Matthew 24, Jesus mentions other signs. Signs that are included also in the 

running of the horsemen of Revelation 6. We will only briefly take note of these signs now. In 

the first place there is mention made of famines and pestilences. There have always been these 

things, but it is striking that they persist and even increase in this day in which we have all the 

modern inventions and technology of man. Further many that think they are serving Christ strive 

with money and with much time to alleviate these things, but to no avail. We here in North 

America do not see much famine, but it exists with great effect in Africa, India, some Middle 

East countries and in other parts of Asia. Man strives to overcome the judgments of God, but 

cannot prevail. The same is true of pestilences. In the past we might say it was the plague, or 

polio, or small pox, etc. Man has striven to overcome these pestilences only to find more and 
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more deadly take their place. TB still runs rampant in various nations. Types of flu, insect borne 

diseases and especially a pestilence like AIDS take an increasing toll. But remember these are 

signs. Jesus directs the horsemen and sounds forth the trumpets. Jesus directs these judgments 

against a wicked world, and He alone can lead us through the times of their revelation. Sing 

Psalter 311. 

 

August 17 Read Matthew 24: 7-8 
 

When we see the famine, the sickness, the earthquakes in many and different places what is our 

reaction? Do we see these as so many signs of the coming of our Lord and the fulfillment of the 

promises of our God? While these days are difficult for the flesh, do we find also a time to 

rejoice and say, the Lord comes quickly? Jesus teaches us that these days are the beginning of 

sorrows. The idea may be related to a woman with child. As the time draws closer to her delivery 

there is a growing burden in carrying the child, and then an increasing cramping, and other 

related aches and pains. The beginning of sorrows, the nearer to delivery the more intense this 

beginning, especially at the outset of her contractions. As we see the signs revealed that Christ 

speaks of we are also aware that they affect us. We too, may contract the diseases sent. We may 

find the famines of this world affect us, at least economically. We too can have the earthquake or 

tornado, etc. take away our homes and destroy our property. This is the beginning of sorrows, but 

the beginning of sorrow that trumpets the coming of deliverance. God be thanked for the grace to 

see. Sing Psalter 291. 

 

August 18 Read Matthew 24:8-9; Luke 12:51-59 
 

Lest we think that the beginning of sorrows of which the Lord speaks is a small thing, Jesus goes 

on to point out what these days shall mean for the church. Indeed we live in perilous times when 

our faith shall be severely tried. First we note that Jesus teaches us that they shall deliver up the 

true believers to be afflicted, and shall even kill us, and we shall be hated of all nations for 

Christ’s name sake. The wicked cannot stand the righteous testimony and walk of God’s people. 

That world of man shall turn against the elect children of God as the day of deliverance draws 

near. This will take place by all nations, for all of man shall be set against God’s true church. 

This includes our own nation, and even that which shall take the name Christian falsely. As we 

read Luke 12: 51-53 as those confessing Christ before the return of our Lord shall find that even 

our children or our parents shall turn against us as we stand by grace in faith. So be prepared. 

Sing Psalter 103. 

 

August 19 Read Matthew 25:1-13; I Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 

Indeed we must be prepared for the days in which we live, which precede the coming of our 

Lord. Of this preparation Jesus speaks in the next chapter when He gives us the parable of the 

virgins. He points out that those unprepared have no place in the great wedding feast at His 

coming when we shall be forever united with our Bridegroom. At the conclusion of this parable, 

He calls us to watch for we know not the hour wherein He cometh. The principle idea is that we 

are to know the signs of His coming and that we must know His Word. This means that we ought 

to be students of the Scripture, that not only we will know the signs of His coming, but that our 
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lives may be guarded by His strengthening Word. We must be founded in the truth for that truth 

is under attack and we must know wherein is life. Sing Psalter 341. 

 

August 20 Read Revelation 3:1-6 
 

By taking note of what God reveals to us in the letter to the church of Sardis we are given further 

understanding of our calling to watchfulness and its urgency. Briefly we note that while there 

was much apostasy in Sardis, there had been a falling away from the truth and this made her 

ready to die, nevertheless the Lord admonishes the remnant to be watchful. Here He emphasizes 

the idea that this is necessary to strengthen the things that remain. We need constantly to 

strengthen our understanding and holding to the precious reformed doctrines of the Scripture. 

This shall also be our source of nourishment in the battle of faith that is upon us. Thus here also 

we are called to repent of all contrary to this way of life and to hold fast the truth. Sing Psalter 

365. 

 

August 21 Read I Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 

Finally in this connection we look at the passage from Thessalonians. We note that we are called 

by the Spirit the children of light. This is true whether we are the covenant youth within the 

congregations, or whether we are the elder saints. We are children for we are the sons and 

daughters of the living God, this according to His good pleasure as He has chosen us in Christ. 

We are children and thus dependent upon our heavenly Father for all things. We are children of 

light because God has delivered us from darkness through the precious blood of our Saviour. We 

are children of light because by His Spirit God dwells in us. Now as children of light we must 

not sleep but be watchful. Sing Psalter 183. 

 

August 22 Read I Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 

Watchfulness according to the apostle means that we also are to be sober. Sober is the opposite of 

being drunk. Children of the night or of darkness and sin are drunken. When one is drunk even 

by alcohol he is no longer prepared. His reflexes are slowed or even non-functional. So it is to be 

spiritually drunk. We cannot defend ourselves if we are filled with the wine of this world of 

darkness and sin. We will not be prepared for the day of our Lord, if we fill our lives with the 

intoxicating ways of the world. Young people must remember this wherever they are. Whether in 

church, at home or on spring break. The dance halls of this world deaden our spiritual lives. The 

dens of iniquity must be fled. The philosophy of this world’s colleges can only lead us into 

darkness. Over against these we must be sober. Sober with the Word of God directing all of our 

lives. Let us be prepared for the day of the Lord. Sing Psalter 363. 

 

August 23 Read Matthew 24:10-14 
 

Returning to the words of our Lord concerning the time of His coming we take note that in the 

days when the world threatens our very lives and when we shall be hated of all nations then 

many shall be offended. Jesus says that many within the church shall be offended. He is not 

speaking of the world at large, but now says that many who say they believe in Christ shall be 

offended. They will betray one another as we mentioned before even within families. In those 
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days there will be no place left for hypocrites, because if they remain a hypocrite they also shall 

die, and be hated. Many who have not true faith shall flee the true church. So far our 

congregations for the large part are still growing by small steps, but already now we see signs of 

many leaving the true church. They do so because they will not be hated. They want to be like 

the rest of the world. They will not serve God, and because iniquity shall abound, the love of 

many wax cold. May God keep us from such apostasy. Sing Psalter 210. 

 

August 24 Read Matthew 24:13; Psalm 89:29-37 
 

Jesus teaches His people that those that endure shall be saved. The Psalmist speaks of God’s 

sending forth His firstborn, and while there is a reference to David in this passage it also refers to 

Christ. We read that the seed of Christ principally shall be made to endure forever. When Jesus 

teaches us that in the last days those that shall endure shall be saved, He speaks of we who are of 

His true people or church. And the Scripture makes it clear that we endure, because God makes 

us to endure. We ourselves would never endure to the end, but would follow the way of those 

who wax cold. But God is faithful also as the Psalmist teaches in this 89th Psalm verses 33 to 36. 

The seed of David is the seed of Christ, and God will not suffer His faithfulness to fail, nor His 

covenant will He break, therefore the true seed shall endure forever. What a precious promise in 

these days in which we live. Sing Psalter 155. 

 

August 25 Read Matthew 24:14; Revelation 6:1-8 
 

The perilous times for the church take place especially as the gospel of the kingdom is preached 

in all the world for a witness to the nations. This has been done, principally. There are no nations 

in which the gospel of Christ has not been proclaimed. Oh, it is still being proclaimed in the 

nations, and even reintroduced to some nations, but the gospel has in fact gone out to all the 

world as a witness. In the book of Revelation we also are reminded of the running of the white 

horse where he goes forth conquering and to conquer. There remains of course the final 

ingathering of the people of God. This is a calling of the remnant but as to the scope the white 

horse has finished his course. Jesus says to us when we see these things then the end shall come. 

Jesus comes! Quickly! Repent and believe, be sober and watchful! Sing Psalter 313. 

 

August 26 Read Matthew 24:15-21 
 

Now in the end of time, during the time leading up to the final fulfillment of these signs, indeed 

we shall face perilous times. It is evident from the verses we have just read that those days shall 

be days of extreme difficulty for our flesh and spirit. Days in which our Lord points out to us that 

we must take no time for our normal daily activities and it is not a day to hold precious those 

things that we so often think are important to us now. We are not even to turn back to take our 

clothes, for there shall come great tribulation for the true children of God. The suffering at the 

hands of those who hate God shall be brought upon us with seemingly no measure. But of course 

we know and must know that our Lord Himself governs even these things. He it is that is able to 

open the book of Revelation 5. And He shall bring to pass all things to prepare for His coming in 

judgment and with life for His own. Remember these things and be thankful. Sing Psalter 241. 

 

August 27 Read Matthew 24:22 
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Yes the days shall be a true trial for us, and difficult indeed, a perilous time, and Jesus teaches us 

that in fact except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved. In other words 

so difficult will be those days that one naturally could not endure. The fact is we already are in 

the midst of these days and we see one church after another following the way to apostasy and 

we see many individuals fleeing the true church to follow the way of the apostate. And there 

shall be no salvation in these paths. However, Jesus says those days shall be shortened. He brings 

the wicked to their just end, and comes on the clouds of heaven before we are consumed. Sing 

Psalter 78. 

 

August 28 Read Matthew 24:22; Isaiah 53:6 
 

We may wonder why any shall be saved. Surely we must understand that we have all gone astray, 

we have turned every one to our own way. Yes we have sinned, Oh how we have walked in the 

ways of darkness. Why should we expect to stand in the days of great tribulation? But we shall! 

We shall not stand because of our ability or spirituality, but because of the faithfulness of our 

God, the God of our salvation. Jesus teaches us that for the elect’s sake those days shall be 

shortened and we shall endure and be saved. God knows His elect from eternity. We were chosen 

in Christ before the foundation of the world. Our God will not allow any to go lost. Jesus says in 

John 6, that of all that Father has given Him, He should lose nothing. We shall endure until He 

comes again. Praise God. Sing Psalter 166. 

 

August 29 Read Isaiah 26:1 
 

We said that we would return to Isaiah 26 and now we do that in the next several meditations. We 

will take only one verse a day and perhaps even use two days to consider each verse that we look 

at from this chapter. We do so because Isaiah in this prophecy has much to say to us that will 

soon face the end of our days upon this earth. As we face those days that we cannot endure 

except they be shortened, it is good to hear what the Spirit saith unto the church through the 

prophet in these verses. Isaiah speaks in this chapter in the day of judgment of the enemies of 

God and His people there shall be a song sung in the true church, typically in the old 

dispensation, the land of Judah. Sing Psalter 338. 

 

August 30 Read Isaiah 26:1 
 

In the day of deliverance we shall indeed sing, we even do so now for this prophecy is in 

principle fulfilled in Christ’s first coming, suffering, death, resurrection and ascension into 

heaven. It is fulfilled with the outpouring of His Spirit in our hearts whereby the bondage to sin 

and death has been broken. So that we sing with the saints of the ages that we have a strong city, 

that is a city of refuge, one kept by God for us. It is a city in which we may dwell with our savior 

God. And we shall sing of salvation that God appoints to keep us safe in His care to taste of His 

love and salvation forever. In Christ we find our refuge and our strength for the battle of these 

days. Sing Psalter 78. 

 

August 31 Read Isaiah 26:2; Romans 5:10-11 
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The song that is sung speaks the prayer of our Lord for us, that the living God opens unto us the 

gates, the gates of the city of refuge, the gates within which there is salvation. Within the gates 

no enemy can have victory over us. When I speak of “us” I speak of you who are God’s elect 

children that hear this word of God. You and I are sinners, but sinners that are called here in our 

text, the righteous nation. We may be considered a righteous nation because our King is 

righteous and He makes us partakers of His righteousness. While we were yet enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of His Son, and being reconciled by Him, we are saved by His 

life. It is so that Jesus has passed through death by perfect obedience. Now we have received the 

atonement. Blessed Lord! Sing Psalter 303. 

 

 

September 1 Read Isaiah 26:2 
 

The prophet speaks of the song which we may sing referring to the people of God as the 

righteous nation, which keepeth the truth and thus may enter into the city of refuge and salvation. 

The people that are called the righteous nation is composed of those that keep the truth. You see 

covenant youth how precious it is to know the Scripture and the doctrine of the Word. We are to 

keep the truth. To keep the truth means that we guard it like one would guard a treasure that none 

can take away. So we must be jealous for the truth of God’s Word. So precious then is the 

instruction that we receive in our catechism classes, and under the preaching of the Word. We 

must by God’s grace love the truth of the Word of God and hold it fast. And now at this point the 

prophet teaches us that we may sing as those that keep the truth. Understand that Jesus Who has 

made atonement of our sins does not forsake us, but He works in our hearts by His Spirit that we 

now already begin to live and to serve Him in steadfastness of faith. Sing Psalter 237. 

 

September 2 Read Isaiah 26:3 
 

We join with the saints in the knowledge that our God will keep us in perfect peace. He will not 

so keep all men, but will so keep those in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on God. Our minds 

must be stayed on God. That our minds are stayed on God means that we lean on Him for all of 

our thoughts. We stand fast in His Word so that we are united to God in all we think. It affects all 

of our activities, for if any activity is not resting upon God and His Word we cannot have any of 

it. That is true of our dating, of our school work, of our marriages and of our lives. Is your mind 

stayed upon God, or upon self? We must stand in the truth of His Word always. By His grace we 

shall. Sing Psalter 13. 

 

September 3 Read Isaiah 26:3; Romans 8:28 
 

To have our minds stayed on God means according to this text that we trust in God. It is so easy 

to think that we could pass through this life and especially through the days in which we live 

trusting in our own ways and knowledge. But how vain this is and would be. We cannot stand a 

moment in our own ability and strength as the children of God. But by faith we do trust in God, 

we see that He is the only object of our hope in Whom we may trust without fear of the trust 

being misplaced. God will give to us peace. He shall keep us in perfect peace. This is a peace 

that is complete. Even if the enemy takes all things away from us in this life he cannot remove 
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our peace. We trust in God Who is sovereign and Who loves us with a perfect love in Christ. 

Surely all things shall work together for our good, for our salvation. Sing Psalter 154. 

 

September 4 Read Isaiah 26:4 
 

The prophet in the name of God commands you and me to trust in the Lord forever. Our trust 

may not be only for a moment, or only for a day, or only during a worship service, etc. Our trust 

is to be forever in Jehovah. Forever has no limits and our trust is to have no limits. We also may 

so trust in God because He has no limits. Jehovah is His name, He is the I Am. He changes not 

for He is the living God. Further as Jehovah He is our faithful covenant God therefore He is our 

strength. He is our rock in Whom we may trust no matter how great the trial. For in His power 

and according to His sovereign authority He directs the whole world and even time itself. We 

need never to fear. Sing Psalter 153. 

 

September 5 Read Isaiah 26:5 
 

The prophecy goes on to warn us, and this too is the love of God for His people. Those who heed 

not His word shall experience a great judgment. It is a judgment that comes also now upon a 

wicked world that is given to sin. Those that trust in self, who are filled with pride, that dwell on 

high, God shall lay low. Those that think that they do not need to follow all the Word of God, 

who would lean upon their own strength God shall bring down to the ground. They shall have 

nothing at all left, no hope, no joy but shall be brought to the dust. We must understand this as 

well. We cannot walk in disobedience and think that there shall be no God to pay. Man will be 

judged. Sing Psalter 373. 

 

September 6 Read Isaiah 26:6; I Corinthians 6:1-3 
 

The prophet emphasizes this truth by pointing out that the foot shall tread it down. It is like a bug 

that we might step on and then turn our foot to make sure it will not survive to pester us again. 

The wicked shall be so tread down. But further we are told that the church takes part in the 

judgment of the wicked. Not because we are better of ourselves than they, but because we are the 

body of Christ. Now in this life we may be the poor, the downtrodden, the weak and lowly, but 

we shall be more than conquerors in Christ Jesus. And we shall with Christ judge the world and 

even the angels according to Paul in I Corinthians 6. Now we may be oppressed but God is not 

mocked and He shall bring a right vengeance upon His and our enemies. Not our personal 

enemies as such, but those that hate us as they hate our God, and because they hate our God. 

Sing Psalter 124. 

 

September 7 Read Isaiah 26:7; I Thessalonians 5 
 

Now the prophet exclaims that the way of the just is uprightness and God does weigh or measure 

the path of the just. There are a couple of things to remember from this text as we live in the 

latter days. Understand that the temptations grow to lead us to leave the ways of God, to live in 

ways that are not so strictly in obedience to God’s Word. Then the temptation is even to go 

further and follow the fashions, the way of life of the children of darkness. Yet we must 

remember and ever be reminded that it is God that weighs the path of the just. The church world 
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may declare that it is just for women to serve in the offices of the church, or that it is just that 

members of the church divorce and remarry, or that it is just to practice homosexual activity. But 

neither the church nor man may determine that which is just. Only Jehovah our God in Christ 

weighs our path. Let us remember this always. Sing Psalter 208. 

 

September 8 Read Isaiah 26:7 
 

But if it is God Who judges our path as to its uprightness, then how is it possible for us to pass 

through the days in which we live and actually enter into the glory that God promises to the 

church? How shall we stand in the perilous days? The prophet declares that the way of the just is 

uprightness. This is true of us only because we are in Christ Jesus cleansed and led by His Spirit 

by the grace of God to faithfully serve Him according to His Word. Do you fear the days of the 

fulfilling of the signs that Christ has given us? Jesus our Lord will grant us the grace to stand 

also in the days of the great tribulation. This is the truth also that stands behind the words of 

Isaiah. God be thanked! Sing Psalter 403. 

 

September 9 Read Isaiah 26:8; Psalm 4 
 

We find now in the present verse the personal and deeply spiritual expression of the child of God 

as He passes through the judgments of God as they come upon us and the world in this life. It is 

not easy to be a child of God, and to live as God’s child. However, the true children of God have 

a deep desire to be kept by God and to be cared for by our Savior. We wait for Jehovah Who is 

the ever faithful covenant God. Our God does not forsake His people, nor does he turn from His 

covenant promises. In the way of the judgments of God, whether in Babylon or at the end of 

time, God’s people by grace and in faith wait upon Jehovah. To wait means that we rest in the 

will of the Lord. It is expressed in Psalm 4 as a being still. We from our soul, from our deepest 

spiritual being, do desire the name of God and the remembrance of Him, resting in His 

faithfulness. Sing Psalter 296. 

 

September 10 Read Isaiah 26:9 
 

That deep desire is with the children of God day and night. And especially is this true at the time 

of our greatest trials. It is in fact a way in which our God draws us nearer to Him. When God’s 

judgments are in the earth this certainly shall be true in our lives. We have even as young people 

experienced this have we not? When we pass through deepest trial we know that we can depend 

on none other than God alone As the prophet says, the inhabitants of the world will learn 

righteousness. Nothing else stands before God, only righteousness before God shall prevail. It is 

evident that when Isaiah speaks of the inhabitants of the world, he speaks of God’s elect over the 

length and breadth of the earth. In the latter days it is necessary that we seek God early. May God 

grant us that grace. Sing Psalter 383. 

 

September 11 Read Isaiah 26:10 
 

The opposite of seeking God early in the time of judgment is the reaction of the wicked even 

when they are favored. When things seem to go the way that man thinks it should, when the path 

is smooth, even then the wicked will not learn righteousness. This is because the wicked have 
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eyes only for themselves. This is the terribleness of the sin of pride. In pride man can only seek 

after himself. How dangerous is the pride that is natural to our lives. The wicked who only love 

themselves even in the land where uprightness is found will cause that they will only deal 

unjustly with all about them. Basically it is to walk contrary to the will of God; the wicked even 

in the face of a so-called peace will not behold the majesty of Jehovah. God forbid that we 

follow this life. Sing Psalter 351. 

 

September 12 Read Isaiah 26:11; II Peter 3 
 

However in the Day of Judgment, in the time of our Lord’s return the wicked will not see, but 

will see. What does this mean? In the first place even when facing the righteous judgments of 

God the wicked will still mock at the coming judgment. It is as we read in II Peter 3, the wicked 

will not see. They refuse to see or to remember the ways of the Lord. But they shall see, and be 

ashamed for their envy at the people. Peter states it in the following manner, II Peter 3:10: “But 

the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 

are therein shall be burned up.” They shall see and be ashamed; that is brought down, yea, the 

fire of thine enemies shall devour them, even as in the day of the battle of Armageddon. Sing 

Psalter 92. 

 

September 13 Read Isaiah 26:12; Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

The prophet now leads us to confess the same truth found on almost all the pages of the 

Scripture, and a truth that has been at the heart of the instruction in our Protestant Reformed 

Churches in America. The prophet expresses confidence of the fulfillment of God’s promises to 

us and especially of the peace we shall know, when he states that God has wrought all our works 

in us. The apostle expresses this truth also in Ephesians 2:10. There we are called God’s 

workmanship in Christ and are told we are so created in Christ unto good works which God has 

before ordained that we should walk in them. We take note that we are created in Christ Jesus 

expressly for the purpose of serving God in the good works which He works in us. This is 

amazing and we must consider this truth a little more in the next meditation as well. Sing Psalter 

80. 

 

September 14 Read Isaiah 26:12; Ephesians 1:4-6 
 

Isaiah emphasizes the reason that Judah may be assured of coming peace and the same is true of 

us. Right now and in the years ahead much of our life will be spent in turmoil and in trial, but we 

know we shall have peace when Jesus comes again. Also we already now know that we may 

have peace in the midst of this life of trouble and turmoil. The reason for this is God’s sovereign 

grace which we experience in this life. God has made us who we are. He has ordained from 

eternity our salvation as He has chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world. Further 

He ordains all of our life and way, so that God works in us all of our works. The works that 

please Him are all the product of His grace. And we are saved and have peace. Sing Psalter 328. 

 

September 15 Read Isaiah 26:13-14 
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The prophet once again points out that with the promises made to the elect in whom God works 

by the Spirit of Christ there is also a prophecy of destruction to the enemies of God and His 

people. Any hearing this word and continuing to walk in their sin shall not have comfort or 

peace, but face the eternal wrath of God. Isaiah points out that we may indeed have many other 

lords in this life, whether the boss at work or a president, king, or despot. But while they may 

bring us even into captivity or prison we do not find in them our strength nor an overwhelming 

enemy, for we make mention alone of God’s name. A name, Jehovah that reminds us that God is 

sovereign in all things, and we trust in His name. He alone can save us, and He always protects 

us according to His purpose to save us by His grace. May we mention alone the name of 

Jehovah. Sing Psalter 194. 

 

September 16 Read II Peter 3:1-8 
 

How do we face these days that we have been speaking about? We have spoken of this somewhat 

in the previous meditations, but let us now consider some other Scripture that addresses these 

matters more specifically. First we look at the ninth verse, understanding that the wicked claim 

that Christ is not coming and that judgment is only a figment of the imagination of a few zealots 

in this world. That this is the thinking of the wicked is clear from these verses, and in particular 

they scoff, “Where is the promise of His coming?” Foolishly say that all things continue as they 

were from the beginning of the creation. This is the attitude of many in our day. But God forbid 

that we ever think such a thing! Sing Psalter 201. 

 

September 17 Read II Peter 3:9; Ephesians 1:1-4 
 

Christ by His Spirit through the apostle answers the child of God concerning the promises of 

God in verse nine. It is pointed out that God is not slack concerning His promise. The promise is 

that God will save us in Christ and bring us to salvation. That promise concerns every one that 

God has chosen in Christ from before the foundation of the world. This is evident as the apostle 

calls those He is addressing “beloved.” He does so in verse eight as well as earlier, and again 

later in verse 14. The beloved are those loved of God from before the foundation of the world, 

and which led God in His love for us to chose us in Christ before the world began. So at the 

outset we are given to see that what is spoken of in verse nine is addressed to God’s elect, 

beloved people. Wonder of grace, that we are counted as elect in Christ. Sing Psalter 278. 

 

September 18 Read II Peter 3:9; Revelation 5:1-9 
 

The wicked said God is slack, and the world of unbelief tries to convince us that this is true. 

They say, you do not have to worry about what you do, God will not bring judgment now or even 

at all. But the apostle points out that God is not slack concerning His promise. The idea here is 

that God does not tarry, He is not slow to bring to pass what He has promised and what He has 

determined to do. Especially in the days in which we live, perilous times, we have the assurance 

that God is perfectly bringing to pass the judgment of the wicked and the salvation of His church. 

However we also live in the last dispensation and know that Christ is now opening the BOOK, 

and is bringing to pass perfectly all things unto this end. What assurance! Sing Psalter 86. 

 

September 19 Read II Peter 3:9 
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God is longsuffering. But He is longsuffering to us-ward, not to all who have lived, but 

specifically to us-ward. He is longsuffering to His beloved as we said before. Thus God 

according to His eternal counsel works all things. Christ providentially opens the book to bring 

unto salvation all whom God loves from eternity. He is not willing that any of His beloved 

should perish, but that all should come to repentance. God knows our needs, and He knows 

exactly what is required for each of His beloved to be brought to repentance and salvation. So it 

was in the time of the Babylonian captivity, and so it is as the signs of Christ’s coming are 

unfolded in our days. God will bring each of us to repentance and life, and then Christ shall come 

upon the clouds of heaven. Wonder of wonders! Sing Psalter 394. 

 

September 20 Read II Peter 3:10; Matthew 25: 1-13 
 

While God is not slow or slack concerning His promises, the time continues to pass in this end of 

the age. In fact the signs of Christ’s coming are very rapidly being revealed. But even you as 

young people know that the church has been looking for many years to the coming of Christ. It is 

possible that we might be tempted to become lax in our watchfulness. But we are warned again 

not to be lax or weary of well doing. We are to know that the day of the Lord comes as a thief in 

the night. A thief comes when one does not expect, and especially for those who are not 

watchful. The coming of Christ will be unexpected as He comes with judgment. We must beware 

lest we be as those at the marriage feast unprepared (cf. Matthew 25). May God grant us this 

grace. Sing Psalter 361. 

 

September 21 Read II Peter 3:10 
 

For those who are not prepared, a sorry group it shall be. If we are not ready, what a terrible end 

we would have. For we read that in that day when Christ comes, the very heavens shall pass 

away and all of the elements of the heavens shall melt with fervent heat. Even the earth also shall 

be burned up. God’s judgment will come upon this universe and the heat of His wrath against 

sinful man will cause that all shall be destroyed by fire. Further all the works done in this world, 

that is the works connected to this world shall also be burned up. There are many that think that 

their works shall merit something for them. How disappointed they shall be. In fact, they will 

find that all of their works which they look to for comfort shall be counted for nothing. And they 

that trust in those works and the things of this life shall likewise be consumed. Pray for grace to 

seek not this world but that which is to come. Sing Psalter 265. 

 

September 22 Read II Peter 3:11 
 

The apostle now reminds us of our calling in the light of that which shall soon be. He calls us 

both young and old to understand what manner of persons we ought to be. This is really a 

command of Christ to God’s children. It is a command that only God’s people will be able to 

hear, for they alone are given the ears to hear by the Spirit of our Lord. We ought to be those who 

walk in all holy conversation and godliness. This is possible of course only by grace, yet it is in 

the way of that grace that we must so order our lives that our life stands in harmony with the 

Scripture, and thus in obedience to God. This is absolutely necessary if we are to be comforted 

by God’s promise. Sing Psalter 152. 
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September 23 Read II Peter 3:12 
 

The apostle instructs us that our holy life and a walk of godliness leads us to look not for the 

awards, honors, the ends of this life, but consists in looking for and hasting unto the coming day 

of God. He points out that this even means that we look for the day of the Lord in which day this 

earth and all in it shall be dissolved and the elements will melt. Perhaps as young people who are 

making plans for college and a career, or to dating and marriage, or any other of our goals. It 

may seem odd to look to the day when all we know here in this world shall be destroyed. But we 

should look for and hasten unto its coming, because it is the day when we shall be delivered of 

all sin and shall enter the loving fellowship of our Father in Christ forever. So strive to that end 

in all of your striving. This means in all activity we must have a very strong basis for our lives 

that is rooted in God’s Word. How precious then the preaching of the gospel we receive from 

week to week. Sing Psalter 42. 

 

September 24 Read II Peter 3:13 
 

We live according to His promise. We do not live by what we see necessarily. Especially is this 

true in the natural sense. For all we can often see is suffering, trial, and trouble. Also often we see 

the wicked and immoral seemingly having the upper hand. It appears as though man is in control 

of so much, but we know better, we live according to His promise. We know His promise is as 

certain as God is God. Therefore, we look beyond this life and to that which all the signs of 

Christ’s coming point us to, the new heavens and the new earth. We look for the beginning of a 

new and eternal life. Then instead of sin and darkness, instead of the struggle with all of our own 

weaknesses and sense of guilt, we shall have a life in glory where only righteousness shall 

abound. For we shall inherit the fullness of life as we are covered by the righteousness of Christ 

and enjoy the life of righteousness where there is no more sin. Sing Psalter 149. 

 

September 25 Read II Peter 3:14 
 

The apostle again calls us to faithfulness in our life now in the midst of the world as we walk as 

children of God looking for the fulfillment of the promises of God. The Spirit-led reasoning is 

that since we look for the fulfillment of the promise of God then we are diligent. It is absolutely 

necessary for the child of God as a fruit of faith worked in his heart, that he is diligent in seeking 

the kingdom of God. It would be a shame for us to say that we look for the things of the Spirit, 

but are lazy or lackadaisical in our spiritual life. This means that we must always be in 

attendance under the preaching of the word. We may not take vacation from serving God in any 

aspect of our lives. It means that our trust is alone in His work of salvation in Christ, then indeed 

we shall be found of God in peace, without spot and blameless. For it is only possible as we live 

out of Christ Who has given His life for us. Sing Psalter 134. 

 

September 26 Read II Peter 3:15 
 

Finally from this passage we take note of verse 15 and its reminder to us not to be discouraged as 

we pass down the pathway of life as strangers and pilgrims in the midst of the world. This could 

easily happen to us as we live during the days when the signs are being fulfilled and we undergo 
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ever increasing apostasy and tribulation. We see that apostasy or at least the inroads of this 

apostasy entering even our own denomination and congregations. At the very least we see the 

influence of it in our midst. This is true whether we consider the move to leave the King James 

Version of the Scripture for another version, or whether we look at the modern day influence of 

the world’s fashions ruling our lives. It is seen in the growing love of our youth and families for 

the world’s entertainment. But remember God’s longsuffering over His own also means that His 

love and grace shall sustain His elect children, His beloved, until the day of Christ. God be 

praised! Sing Psalter 271. 

 

September 27 Read Isaiah 61:1-3 
 

The true reason that we may see the longsuffering of God as good and as a blessing for us is 

expressed in many of the verses of Isaiah 61. First our attention is drawn for this short meditation 

to the third verse. It is evident that as we read the first three verses of this chapter that Isaiah 

prophesies principally of the Christ, for only Christ accomplishes all that is written in these 

verses in their full sense. He is the anointed One. By His death in obedience to God suffering for 

us and bearing away our guilt we find beauty for the ashes of our own sin. He clothes us with the 

blood cleansed garments of righteousness. Thus we are become the planting of the Lord bringing 

forth the fruits of that salvation, and God is glorified. Because we are made new creatures we 

also serve the glory of God. Knowing His work for us and in us we continue in faith down this 

life’s pathway. Sing Psalter 261. 

 

September 28 Read Isaiah 61:7-8 
 

In these verses the prophet points out the wonder work of God that shall be our portion, for our 

shame we shall have double. Think upon this a moment. It is not because we are worthy of a 

double portion, but when we are suffering at the hands of the wicked we are to know that God 

shall give us the riches of salvation. When we are troubled by our sin and the guilt we have 

because of that sin, God shall cover it in the blood of His Son and we shall have double in the 

land to which he leads us. The prophet surely speaks of more than the land of Canaan as is 

evident when we are told that everlasting joy shall be our portion. The reason once again is that 

Jehovah loves judgment, and hates apostasy in worship. How shall we stand? God directs our 

work in truth and makes an everlasting covenant with us. Praise the Lord. Sing Psalter 253. 

 

September 29 Read Isaiah 61:9 
 

Not only is that the hope of God’s people, but we have the assurance that our seed shall be 

known among the nations, our offspring among the people. This is also a part of the promise that 

God will faithfully not only sustain us as covenant youth and as elder members of the church in 

the hope of the promise and in life, but our God shall be with our children and if the Lord tarries 

with our children’s children until the Lord comes upon the heavenly clouds. Because of His 

covenant that He keeps our seed shall be acknowledged as the seed which the LORD has 

blessed. They too shall be gathered with the saints of all ages, nations and tongues. Sing Psalter 

245. 

 

September 30 Read Isaiah 61:10-11 
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We conclude this series of meditations by rejoicing in the LORD. Our souls shall be joyful in our 

God for He has given us so much and shall give us even everlasting joy. He does so as He has 

clothed us for the great wedding feast that shall be our portion. Then we as the bride of Christ 

shall be forever united in our Bridegroom’s fellowship forever. His righteousness shall be ours as 

we are clothed with white robes. We shall spring forth even as the earth bringeth forth her bud. 

So shall the righteousness of Christ spring forth in our lives already now in principle, but soon in 

perfection. All of His elect before all nations shall praise our God forever. Sing Psalter 277. 
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