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Serooskerke is a town on the Dutch island of Walcheren (province of Zealand). Today the 

inhabitants are all farmers and more than eighty percent are known as Reformed Christians. 

Noormannen (Norsemen) occupied this island from 826 to the 1100s. The State Reformed 

church was probably built after their departure, approximately 1190 AD. The original church 

building was probably small and primitive. Over the years, there were additions and updates. 

In 1577, the building being partly destroyed by war, was carefully restored. The floor in 

the church was then used as a cemetery. Each grave was covered with a large stone with 

engravings. By 1907 the floor of the church was filled. 

Although the church was not damaged during World War II, it was poorly maintained. So 

it was decided that the whole building needed to be restored. The congregation along with the 

Council and the central government contributed the funds necessary for restoration. On June 011, 

1958, the church was officially reopened. At the left side of the church, a monument was built in 

commemoration of the members who died during the Nazi occupation. 

The best known minister in the history of this church was Rev. Johannes Plevier (born in 

Zierikzee on October 26, 1685), who had received his theological training in the universities of 

Utrecht and Leiden. He lived to be 76 years old and retired in the city of Middleburg. Rev. 

Plevier was a follower of Professor Johannes Coccejus, who did not want the Reformed 

Churches to unite with the Lutheran Churches and did not always adhere to Reformed theology. 

Rev. Plevier wrote an exposition of the book of Acts in four volumes with 3,000 pages, 

which was reprinted three times. He also wrote an interpretation of Psalms 1-49. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 63 No 8 August-September 2004 


